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STUDY SHEET 
12/06/2020 

Praising God 

Like Peter, there are times when we ______ to say, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ!” Today, we‟re exploring __________ to praise God. We look to God‟s Word for the 

__________ to our chaotic and ever-changing world. He alone can make a ___________ in our lives 

and the lives of those that we love. When I think of my twelve grandchildren, I worry about the 

_________. I want them to know the Lord and to know the ________ about God‟s love for them. I 

want them to _________ God and bless Him with their lives. 

Recently my friend and fellow preacher Gary Hampton, who lives in Jackson, Mississippi, shared 

some ideas from 1 Peter about reasons to ________ God that got me to thinking about lifting up my 

voice to bless and praise God. This is not a _______ thing for those who love God. Revelation 4 speaks 

of the twenty-four elders who fall down before Him who sits on the throne in heaven and they 

__________ Him. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are You, our Lord and 

our God, to __________ glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your 

will they existed, and were created” (Revelation 4:11).  

We owe everything to God. He __________ us, He sustains us, and He saves us from sin. James 

1:17 says, “Every good thing given and every perfect ________ is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” Our God and Father is 

__________ of glory, honor, and power. We must never take Him for granted or fail to recognize all 

that He has ________ for us. Do you praise God regularly or have you forgotten about Him? Many 

have stopped worshiping or even praying.  What about you? 

Our reading today comes from the first letter of Peter 1:3-5.   

Praising God is all about recognizing God‟s sacred ________ in our lives. When we approach God 

to worship we are entering _______ ground. Hebrews 12:28-29 says, “Let us show gratitude, by which 

we may offer to God an acceptable __________ with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming 

fire.” God is holy, and our worship and service must show that we take God seriously. Peter blessed 

God for all that God has done for us. Let‟s also bless or praise God with reverence and awe. Peter 

makes three reasons known: 

First, we are born again of his _________. First Peter 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  Being born again as a new person in 

Christ and free from sin is a reason for anyone to give _________. God gives us an opportunity for a 

_______ start and leaving the past behind. Everyone needs to come to Christ, even the strong leaders of 

the Jewish faith back in the days of Jesus needed it.  

John 3:1-5 tells the ________ of Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, who saw that Jesus came from 

God, and because of His signs or miracles, Jesus was to him someone from God. Jesus answered and 

said to Nicodemus, “„Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the __________ 

of God.‟ Nicodemus said to Him, „How can a man be born when he‟s _______?  He cannot enter a 

second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?‟ Jesus answered, „Truly, truly, I say to you, 
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that unless one is born of _________ and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.‟” Jesus 

told Nicodemus , “Do not be amazed that I said to you, „You ________ be born again.‟” (verse 7).  

Some think our new birth is some miraculous change, accomplished by a direct operation of the 

Holy Spirit. They suggest we are so spiritually depraved that we cannot make any _________ on our 

own to believe or to follow Jesus; but this ignores how God causes this change in our lives. Romans 

10:17 reminds us, “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the ________ of Christ.” Paul said , “For 

I‟m not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the __________ of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). Our new birth comes when we hear the words of 

the gospel and believe it. It is the gospel, not some direct operation of the Holy Spirit, which ________ 

us to faith and to salvation. 

First Peter 1:22-23 explains, “Since you have in ___________ to the truth purified your souls for a 

sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again 

not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.” 

Peter notes that this is the Word of God that was “___________ to you” (verse 25). 

Romans 6:16-18 also reveals a __________ that takes place when people obey the message of 

God. These verses say: “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for 

obedience, that you are slaves of the one whom you ________, either of sin resulting in death, or of 

obedience resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you 

became obedient from the ________ to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having 

been freed from sin, you became the slaves of righteousness.” Clearly, the change took place when they 

__________ a form or pattern of teaching. This pattern meant that they accurately obeyed that teaching 

of the __________. These servants of sin were not so depraved they couldn‟t understand and obey the 

teaching. This obedience resulted in God freeing them from ________ and making them servants of 

righteousness. What did they do? 

That change in them was explained earlier in this same chapter. Romans 6:3-7 says, “Or do you not 

know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His ________?  

And therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 

become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might 

be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.”  

When we are baptized into Christ‟s death, God causes us to be crucified with Him, to be buried 

with Him, and raised up with Him so that we can walk in __________ of life.  Just as God raised up 

Jesus to have a new life, God gives us that new birth, that new life _______ from sin. We must ______ 

to an old life of sin before we can be born again. We die to sin when we __________ and are crucified 

with Christ in baptism.  

Titus 3:4-7 reminds us that our salvation is God‟s _______ on us. Paul wrote, “But when the 

kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of 

________ which we have done in righteousness, but according to His _________, [He does it] by the 

washing of regeneration and the renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according 

to the hope of eternal life.”  Out of love, God ________ us. He does it through the washing that 
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regenerates us, or baptism.  God causes us to be born again when we listen to His Word and we 

_______ it. We should praise God for this new life! 

Second, our new birth in Christ leads us to have a living ________! (1 Peter 1:3). Our hope is not 

in our works of righteousness but in God‟s ________ and ________. Because the Father raised Jesus 

from the dead we can have a living hope that one day we too will rise from the ________. In Christ we 

have eternal life!  John 20:30-31 says, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you 

may ________ that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His 

name.” The recorded words found in Scripture lead us to believe in Jesus, and our faith leads us to life 

in His name. This life is abundant and this life is eternal. John later wrote, “These things I have written 

to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 

John 5:13).  

The living hope of eternal life is assured to be _______ because God raised Jesus up from the dead. 

Jesus “was declared to be the Son of God with _________ by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 

1:4). His resurrection matters. First Corinthians 6:14 says, “Now God has not only raised the Lord, but 

will _______ raise us up through His power.” Our hope lies in God‟s _________ to raise us up, just as 

He did Jesus. We should _________ God for this living hope! 

This matters greatly. First Corinthians 15:16-17 says, “For if the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then your ________ is worthless; you‟re still 

in your sins.” He notes in verse 19, “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most 

to be _________.”  Because God did raise up the Lord Jesus, we have a ________ hope in the power of 

God to raise us up. This living hope reminds us that Jesus is coming ________. Paul spoke of on Mars 

Hill, “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people 

everywhere should __________, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 

righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising 

Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31). 

If we‟re not born again, if we‟ve not repented, we‟ll face condemnation; but if we have repented 

and were baptized, that is born again, we have a newness of life that leads to eternal life and an eternal 

inheritance when we are resurrected. The Lord Jesus promised, “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 

coming, in which _______ who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who 

did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, and those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment” (John 5:28-29). Yes, we will _______ life or judgment depending on our faith and our 

deeds. 

Third, since Christians have a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

we can “obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 

heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-4). We‟ll inherit a _______ in heaven, because of the grace of God.  

God‟s grace and kindness does not ______ in this life; it will last forever and ever.  I love Ephesians 

2:4-7: which says, “But God, being _______ in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us ________ together with Christ (by grace 

you‟ve been saved), and He raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His ________ in 

kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.”  



 

12/06/2020 Praising God 4 

God‟s kindness in the heavenly places will ________ even the grace in kindness which we know 

here and now. Our inheritance in heaven is imperishable; nothing can ever _________ it. Our 

inheritance in heaven is undefiled; nothing can _______ it physically or morally. Neither moth nor rust 

can destroy your treasures in _________. There will be no sin, no crime, and no war in heaven. Our 

inheritance will never _______ away. The blessings of God will ________ bore us or grow dull and 

wearisome. God‟s glory and beauty will _______ forever and ever. More than that, God has reserved 

that inheritance for you personally; it has your ________ on it. If you are God‟s ________, you will 

inherit God‟s blessing and care. God will also __________ you, getting you ready for a salvation ready 

to be revealed at the last time. The Lord Jesus right now is interceding, mediating, and advocating with 

the Father for every Christian, so that we may ___________ to stand right with God. 

Why does this matter?  When you take notice of all the things that God has done, all that He is 

doing and all that He will do for us in Christ, you can then appreciate the surpassing _________ of the 

kindness and grace of God. His grace __________ us, and makes us want to praise and serve Him, with 

all of our hearts. It makes us want to _________ that old life of sin and to be born again. God‟s 

kindness leads us to repent of our sins (Romans 2:4). God‟s kindness makes us want to be _________ 

people and to lead others to grow close to God. When you know the _______ of God, you want 

everyone that you love to know God‟s love too! We serve and praise the God of love, and we‟re 

____________.  I hope you‟re praising and blessing God in your life. 

If God the Father and the Lord Jesus are blessed and worthy to receive glory and honor and power, 

then _______ are you reacting to Him? Do you praise and _________ Him? Do you __________ Him 

regularly?  Has the kindness of God made any difference in your attitudes or your behavior? Are you 

willing to be born again, so that you might become a child of God, free from _______?  Are you ready 

for the ___________ God is making ready to be revealed at the last time? 

Every day brings you one day closer to the second __________ of the Lord. The Lord will raise 

you up from the _________. You will either have a resurrection to eternal life or a resurrection of 

judgment, and whether you stand in the grace of God or not will determine your eternal destiny. Are 

you _______ to meet Him? When He comes, will you have great _______ in your heart or will you be 

afraid?  Do you dread the Day of Judgment? God has prepared for you; are you prepared? 

To be right with God the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus, “You must be born again!” (John 3:7). 

“Must” means “must.” You too “must” be born of water and the Spirit, and that means demonstrating 

your faith and love by repenting of your sins and being baptized into Christ Jesus, that is immersed in 

water, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. After you‟re born again you must 

take up your cross daily and follow Jesus from now on. It means praising the Lord and walking in 

righteousness, attending worship, and serving others. It means treating others kindly and helping other 

people. It means being devoted to the Lord! 
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STUDY SHEET 
12/13/2020 

Where Could I Go? 

When life falls ________ and you have to pick up the pieces, where do you go?  Today, 

we‟re exploring our need to _______ to the Lord. The apostle Paul wrote, “Oh, the depth of the 

riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 

unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the LORD, or who became his counselor? 

Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through 

Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). Since 

God‟s wisdom and knowledge is far _________ than our own, we‟d be wise to listen to Him and go 

to Him.  

I suspect that all of us at some time have fallen ________ to a scam, listened to a false report, or 

believed a lie because we __________ the wrong person. You might think this isn‟t important, but 

the Lord Jesus said that the devil “is a _______ and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Paul remarked 

that “Satan disguises himself as an angel of _________” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Trusting in the 

devil‟s lies will cost you your soul. 

Some years back my friend had a _______ problem that led his soul to be troubled. Where could 

he go? Another friend worried greatly about his __________, worrying whether not he was old 

enough to know what he was doing when he became a Christian. There was a husband who was 

having trouble getting along with his wife. There was an _________ woman who wondered how 

she could forgive her abuser. Then there‟s a guilty sinner who wondered how he could __________ 

himself. A Christian facing a great dilemma was looking for a solution that didn‟t involve sin. 

Where could they go to find the ___________ to their spiritual needs? 

Our reading today comes from The Gospel of John 6:66-69.   

When people face a serious problem and become desperate they often reach out to ______ 

solution they think will work. Sadly, people have many devices and sometimes think they can find 

answers on their _______. Solomon wrote, “Behold, I have found only this, that God made men 

upright, but they‟ve __________ out many devices” (Ecclesiastes 7:29). People put their trust 

sometimes in the things that are _________. Some love the wrong things ________ than they love 

the wisdom of God and find all their pursuits worthless. 

The book of Ecclesiastes speaks of Solomon‟s _________ to find satisfaction in life. He 

explored human wisdom, pleasure, possessions, entertainment, wives and concubines, madness and 

folly. He said, “All that my _______ desired I did not refuse them. I did not withhold my heart 

from any __________, for my heart was pleased because of all my labor and this was my reward 

for all my labor. And thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor 

which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and there was no ________ 

under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 2:10-11). Later he noted, “So I hated life, for the work which had been 

done under the sun was grievous to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind” 

(verse 17). 
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Perhaps you‟ve felt like Solomon. Life didn‟t provide for you the satisfaction that you 

__________. You consider your achievements and wonder what ____________ did they bring. 

You look inside your heart and soul and ________ emptiness, futility, and a striving after wind. 

You may wonder what can you do, where can you go to find contentment. If you let your passions 

_______ your life, you‟ll never achieve enough or get enough.  

I‟ve heard people say, “You know if I had lots of _________, I could be happy”; but you 

probably wouldn‟t. Some think, “If I had…. (and you fill in the blank), I could be content”; but you 

probably wouldn‟t.  Some think if they could fulfill their _________, they‟d be happy; but those 

who seem to be the most successful often are the most miserable. Success, money, and fame often 

bring great _________ and problems. There are things money cannot _______. Money cannot buy 

love, cannot buy time, cannot buy peace, cannot buy forgiveness, cannot buy manners, cannot buy 

true friends, and cannot buy God‟s grace (which is a gift). 

Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 says, “He who loves money will not be ___________ with money, nor he 

who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity. When good things increase, those who 

consume them increase. So what‟s the advantage to their owners except to look on? The sleep of 

the working man is ___________, whether he eats little or much; but the full stomach of the rich 

man does not allow him to sleep.” Many people have an abundance, but not contentment. 

When a man came to Him and asked Jesus to _________ his inheritance with his brother, the 

Lord Jesus said, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of ________; for not even 

when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” He told them a parable, 

saying, “The land of a ______ man was very productive. And he began reasoning to himself, 

saying, „What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?‟ Then he said, „This is what I will 

do: I„ll tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many ________ laid up for many years to come; take 

your ease, eat, drink and be merry.‟” But God said to him, „You fool! This very night your _______ 

is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?‟ So is the man who stores up 

treasure for himself, but is not rich toward God" (Luke 12:16-21). 

Abundant life, true contentment, can be yours when you become rich toward God rather than 

becoming rich only with the ____________ things of this world! You don‟t know when the God of 

heaven may say to you, “This very night your soul is required of you.” All the things you thought 

were important, all the things you‟ve accumulated, all the success you‟ve achieved, all the money 

in your bank account won‟t mean as much as whether you soul was ________ with the living God. 

The Lord Jesus said, “For what will it _________ a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).  

The apostle Paul found his contentment in Jesus Christ. He said, “for I‟ve _________ to be 

content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also 

know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I„ve learned the ________ of being 

filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:11-13). Paul had enough of God in his heart that his 

circumstances could not _______ his happiness and contentment. Proverbs 3:5-8 says, “Trust in the 

LORD with all your _______, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. Do not be _______ in your own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your body, And refreshment to your 
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bones.” You may regret many things in your life, but you‟ll never regret following the Lord Jesus 

with all your heart.  Many people are miserable because they sometimes follow the Lord and then  

sometimes follow the world. They seem like Solomon to try everything but fully give themselves to 

God, they want everything else but not Him, and they want to find joy, they want to find 

contentment, but they end up being disappointed and saying, “Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”  

Psalm 118:8 says, “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in ______.” Some people 

think the popular advice “oh, follow your heart” is the_______ way, but they realize that their 

hearts may not lead them to what‟s truly best.  People can deceive themselves into believing what 

they _______ to believe. Their hearts may cause them to make horrible decisions that bring them a 

lot of misery. Read Jeremiah 17:9-10 quoting what God said. If the Lord were listening to your 

justification and looking into your heart, would He be pleased with what you‟re thinking? 

You‟ve probably seen people spin the ________ in order to justify their ways. “One time won‟t 

hurt.” “I can quit anytime!” “No one‟s perfect!” “Why, God is too good to condemn anyone.” 

“Love makes our sins okay.”  I‟m amazed how ______ people will go and contradict what God has 

declared! They think they can _________ things. They say sin really isn‟t sin or sin isn‟t any big 

deal. Our culture seems to think because they have turned God‟s __________ upside down, that 

God won‟t mind and will still bless them.    

Read Psalm 50:16-21. God isn‟t naïve or blind. “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 

keeping _________ on the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). We can‟t ________ from God or 

presume that God doesn‟t care or notice. 

The rebellious spirit of this generation isn‟t _______; we can‟t ignore biblical history. Other 

generations thought they could set God‟s ways and God‟s morals aside and do as they _________. 

They thought they could get away with changing God‟s laws and God‟s morals and make their 

_______ rules. Our culture thinks we‟re no longer accountable to God. They presume they can 

make their own rules, and God won‟t _______. They will one day have a ________ awakening.  

Folks talk about being “woke”; but the real awakening will come when we all stand before Jesus 

Christ on Judgment Day! Isaiah 5:20 says, “Woe to those who ________ evil good, and good evil; 

Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet 

for bitter! Woe to those who are ________ in their own eyes, And clever in their own sight!”  

Wouldn‟t you hate to hear your Creator and Judge pronounce a “_______” upon you? Wouldn‟t 

you hate to hear Matthew 7:21-23 where the Lord said, “Not everyone who says to Me, „Lord, 

Lord,‟ will enter the ___________ of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in 

heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, „Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?‟ And then I 

will declare to them, „I never knew you; __________ from Me, you who practice lawlessness.‟” If 

you seek the Lord‟s blessing, then ______ the will of the Father rather than practice lawlessness. 

Ignoring and dismissing, or rewriting God‟s laws, is lawlessness, and the kind of lawlessness that 

Jesus will never __________! 

You don‟t have to __________ to popular thinking. You can find the contentment and joy that  

you‟re looking for by following the Lord Jesus and doing the ________ of the Father. If you want 

to find life, Jesus came to give us an abundant life and eternal life. In Christ we have _______ 

spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3). If you want to find true love, turn to the love of God. If you want 
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the spiritual truth that matters to your soul in eternity, turn to the Word of God! Jesus is the Way, 

and the Truth, and the Life; and no one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6).  

People search the world trying to “find themselves” and forget God made them. Revelation 4:11 

says “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 

created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” God created you to 

seek and find Him. Read Isaiah 55:6-9.  

Seeking the Lord matters. Throughout Scripture God distinguishes those who ________ Him 

from those who go their _______ way. Psalm 119:118 says about God, “You spurn all who go 

_________ from your statutes, for their cunning is in vain.” God‟s ways are righteous and good; 

they ________ to eternal life. The ways of the world will only lead you to confusion, chaos, and 

misery. Won‟t you seek the Lord? 

The Lord Jesus calls us, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you 

_______. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). We 

need hearts that say, “Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I will _______ it to the 

end. Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole _______” 

(Psalm 119:33-34). We should follow the Lord‟s teaching carefully and lovingly.  

Love moves us to _________ with God‟s instructions. This means paying close attention and 

carefully __________ God‟s Word. We must not only seek the Lord, we must fully __________ 

ourselves to Him. Whatever He says, we __________. Whatever He instructs, we will _____. 

Whatever example He sets, we‟ll _________. The Lord Jesus is worthy of our trust and 

commitment. No one can bless you with eternal life but Jesus; there‟s no place else to go. 

The Lord Jesus did not leave us ignorant about His marvelous grace and the need to trust and to 

obey Him. If you believe in Jesus Christ, you will not argue with Him or correct Him. Faith and 

love will lead to repentance, giving up our sinful thoughts and behaviors. Faith and love will lead 

us to confess our faith in Jesus Christ. Faith and love will lead us to be baptized into Christ, 

immersed in water for the forgiveness of our sins, just as Acts 2:38 teaches. Faith and love will lead 

us to remain faithful and committed to worshiping and serving for the rest of our lives. Will you 

believe and serve the Lord? 
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STUDY SHEET 
12/20/2020 

The Word Became Flesh 

Jesus is the Word, and the Word was God, and the Word became flesh. The Lord Jesus became 

flesh and became the greatest __________ this world has ever known. We search through the Bible, 

because it has precious __________ on every page. It has the _________ of God. God is sharing His 

________ with us through the Word. The Bible provides for us the greatest story of _______ ever 

written. God sent His Son Jesus into the world to _______ our lives and to demonstrate His love. We 

know of this love because of the _________ we have of His life, death, burial, and resurrection in the 

Bible. So we go again and again to its pages.  

The coming of Jesus into the world was an __________ event. The Bible predicts His ______ in the 

8
th

 century BC in Bethlehem of Judah in Micah 5:2. His birth was marked with a special _______ that 

Wise Men followed for months from the East. His birth was marked with an ________ announcing His 

birth to some shepherds and a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God, telling them they will find 

a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes.  

God proclaimed through the prophet Isaiah, ―For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 

us; And the ____________ will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no ______ to the increase of His 

government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his __________, To establish it and to 

uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will accomplish this‖ (Isaiah 9:6-7). Oh, it‘s exciting to recall the blessing of Jesus in His coming into 

the world. 

Our reading today comes from The Gospel According to John 1:1-5.    

This time of year many people focus on the birth of Christ, but did you know that Jesus has 

_________ existed? In fact, there‘s never been a time when Jesus did not exist. Jesus was no mere 

_______. He was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. Jesus was Divine and 

became flesh. He‘s always existed and created all things, but He didn‘t always have flesh. 

John 1:14 says, ―And the Word became flesh and _________ among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.‖ People are made up of both 

flesh and spirit, and the eternal spirit of the Lord Jesus took on flesh and __________ to us the glory of 

God in heaven. Jesus Christ, by becoming flesh, gave us two immeasurably valuable ________ 

essential to our lives: grace and truth. We have the grace that __________ us and the truth that sets us 

_______!  Oh, be grateful for the Word that became flesh. 

In John 1:15-18, John the Baptist testified about Jesus, ―This was He of whom I said, ‗He who 

comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He _________ before me.‘ For of His fullness we have all 

received, and grace upon grace. For the Law was given through Moses; ________ and ________ were 

realized through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the 
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bosom of the Father, He has ___________ Him.‖ We know what God is like because we know Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus said, ―He who has seen Me has seen the Father‖ (John 14:9). 

The Hebrew writer also helps us to understand how the Father in heaven __________ Himself 

through the Lord Jesus. Hebrews 1:1-3 says, ―God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has _________ to us in His Son, whom 

He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His 

glory and the _________ representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. 

When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.‖  

God, today, speaks to us through His Son; and Jesus His Son, who created the world and upholds all 

things by the word of His power, gives us an exact representation of the ________ of God. The better 

we know Jesus Christ, the better we will know the Father in Heaven.  

Jesus is the _______ of all things. John 3:35 says, ―The Father loves the Son and has given ______ 

things into His hand.‖ The Lord Jesus said, ―All ___________ has been given to Me‖ (Matthew 28:18). 

The Lord Jesus is now _________ at the right hand of the Majesty on high. He upholds your existence 

and mine. He c__________ everything that exists. Colossians 1:15-17 says, ―He is the _________ of 

the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were __________, both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 

things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together.‖  

Sometimes people hear the words ―firstborn of all creation‖ and __________ that Jesus was the first 

created being. However, if all things were created by Him and for Him, He __________ be a created 

being. The word ―firstborn,‖ here is misunderstood. The title ―firstborn‖ here is speaking not of 

chronology but of preeminence. It‘s not that Jesus is the first created person, but that He has a place of 

authority _________ all creation. He has a superior status over creation and his existence is _______ to 

creation. He was in the beginning and has always existed, and now God has given Him authority over 

all creation. Jesus prayed to His Father, ―Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, and the glory 

which I had with You before the world was‖ (John 17:5). Jesus was not created; He always existed. 

Jesus existed ________ the world began, why then would He become a man? Why would a Divine 

Jesus become flesh? There are some very good reasons. 

First, Jesus became a man to _______ us from our sins. An angel of the Lord told Joseph, ―Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her 

is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins‖ (Matthew 1:20-21). John the Baptist described Jesus as the ―Lamb of God who 

takes away the _______ of the world‖ (John 1:29). Jesus had to take on flesh in order to be a 

___________ for your sins and mine. 

Hebrews 10:4-7 says, ―For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

Therefore, when He [that is, Jesus] comes into the world, He says, ‗Sacrifice and offering You have not 

desired, but a _______ You have prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You 

have taken no pleasure. And then I said, ―behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of 

Me) to do your ________, O God.‘‖ Jesus had to take on flesh, so that He could give His body as a 
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sacrifice for our sins. Jesus was born to ______. First Peter 2:24 says, ―and He Himself bore our sins in 

His body on the cross, so that we might ______ to sin and ________ to righteousness; for by His 

wounds you were healed.‖  

Second, Jesus took on flesh so that we might _______ humility and obedience. The Bible says 

―Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but _________ Himself, taking the 

form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, 

He humbled Himself by becoming ___________ to the point of death, even death on a cross‖ 

(Philippians 2:5-8). Jesus became human in order to die on the cross. Though Jesus existed in the form 

of God, He had to empty Himself, to make Himself nothing.  

He left Heaven‘s ______ out of love to bless humanity. ―For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though He was _______, yet for your sake He became ______, so that you through His 

poverty might become rich‖ (2 Corinthians 8:9). Jesus thought nothing of Himself so that He could 

bless you and me with __________ life. I can‘t imagine all the glory and majesty of heaven, but Jesus 

left it all to be born in a stable. He endured all the hardships of mankind. He never knew the joy of a 

family, never owned a house, never had a hot shower, and did not grow old. He became poor so you 

and I might have an imperishable, undefiled home in heaven.  

Third, Jesus came into the world to bring us the ________. Jesus told Pontius Pilate, ―For this I 

have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to __________ to the truth. And everyone who 

is of the truth hears My voice‖ (John 18:37). Jesus embodies truth. He said, ―I am the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life; and no one _________ to the Father but by Me‖ (John 14:6). If you wish to know the 

truth, listen to Jesus. If you wish to know right from wrong, listen to Jesus. God once spoke from 

heaven to Peter, James and John about Jesus. God said, ―This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well-pleased; _________ to Him!‖ (Matthew 17:5). So we must pay close attention to everything the 

Lord Jesus says. 

Carefully listening to Jesus brings a __________. The Lord Jesus said, ―I‘ve come as Light into the 

world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness‖ (John 12:46). The Roman 

Empire in the days of Jesus was _________ with confused pagans, who felt enslaved by morally 

corrupt gods that they invented. The Roman gods didn‘t understand love. Pagans were cruel and 

oppressive, and had little appreciation for human life or freedom. 

The Bible teaches the Gentile world, ―So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk 

no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being ___________ in their 

understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that‘s in them, because of the 

hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for 

the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness‖ (Ephesians 4:17-19). The Lord Jesus 

_________ morality and lived righteously. He demonstrated by his life and his death on the cross what 

love and forgiveness truly are. Jesus is the Light in a dark world, true healing in a suffering society, and 

real __________ for a confused culture. God knew what we needed. What a blessing Jesus is to us! 

The Lord Jesus said, ―The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have 

_______, and have it abundantly‖ (John 10:10). He gives us His grace, forgiving us of our _______. 
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God gives us the right to be His __________ through Christ. John 1:11-13 says, ―He came to His own, 

and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

________ to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of 

blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.‖ 

As God‘s children we can _______ to our Father in Heaven. God promises us, ―Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your __________ be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus‖ (Philippians 4:6-7). God our Father sets a _________ around our minds 

and hearts to keep us in perfect peace in times of anxiety. 

More than that, the Lord protects us in time of ___________. First Corinthians 10:13 says, ―No 

temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is ___________, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 

__________ also, so that you will be able to endure it.‖ God loves and watches over His children. And 

when we draw near God, He truly draws near us. 

Jesus doesn‘t bless us only in this life; He brings us _________ life. First John 5:11-12 says, ―And 

the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son 

has the life; and he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.‖ Jesus has prepared a 

________ for us in heaven so that we can live with Him and the Father, and we can live with them 

forever and ever. Why do we speak about this?  Because Jesus‘ coming into the world is no small 

matter. Our lives are richer and fuller because of the Son of God, and how He became flesh. Thank 

God, that He did! 

While it‘s wonderful to consider how the Word became flesh, we must do more than talk about it. 

We must make it ___________. Jesus didn‘t come to save the world from sin; He came to save each of 

us as individuals. Jesus became flesh so that each of us could come to know God, could have the 

forgiveness of sins, could enjoy the blessings of a relationship with God, and could have eternal life 

with God in Heaven forever. 

What does that mean for you? Jesus was born so He could die for you. Jesus became flesh knowing 

from the beginning that He would be crucified. He willingly emptied and humbled Himself in order to 

bear a cross for you. Don‘t think of this as trivial, because it wasn‘t trivial to the Father or to Jesus 

Christ. No one has ever done more to bless your life than Jesus did on the cross. No one but Jesus could 

give you forgiveness or eternal life. Do you take the Lord seriously? 

If you do, what have you done about it? Have you committed yourself to follow Jesus and His 

teaching? Have you placed your trust in Him and confessed Him as the Christ, the Son of God?  Have 

you turned away from sin?  Have you been baptized into Christ?  According to Romans 6:3, being 

baptized into Christ means being baptized into His death. Jesus shed His blood in His death, so baptism 

into Christ puts us in contact with His blood that forgives us. Baptism is also the time when the Lord 

adds us to His church. We need to come to Christ, we need to be baptized, and to get involved in the 

church. I pray that our time together will encourage you to act. 
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Jesus is Coming Again 

Many know about Jesus coming into the _________ in the first century. Did you know that Jesus is 

coming ________? We‘re going to explore what the _________ says about the second coming. God 

gives us the __________ that we need to the most serious questions about our souls, our future, and our 

need for salvation. He‘s given us His Word to help us understand His will and to _________ for the 

coming Judgment Day. The Lord Jesus said, ―It is written, ‗Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 

every ________ that proceeds out of the mouth of God‘‖ (Matthew 4:4). If our lives and eternity 

_________ on knowing God‘s Word, then we must study diligently.  

Jesus promised, ―Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 

Father‘s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a 

_________ for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come _________ and receive you to 

Myself, that where I am, there you may be also‖ (John 14:1- 3). The Lord Jesus has gone to the Father 

to prepare a place for His disciples, but what‘s going to __________ to those who don‘t know the 

Lord?  Will He judge us?  When is Jesus coming again? 

Many _________ ideas surround the second coming of Christ, but the Word of God can help us 

find what will actually will happen. It‘s crucially important for us to know and to believe the ______ 

about the second coming and what will happen to us. We don‘t want  anyone to rely on a _______ 

hope. We don‘t want anyone to imagine they‘re saved only to _______ the Lord say, ―I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness‖ (Matthew 7:23).  

Our reading today comes from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  

The Lord coming for us, and taking us home with Him, is going to be a great __________. 

Peter said, ―Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 

following after their own lusts, and saying, ‗Where is the __________ of His coming? For ever since 

the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.‘ For when they 

maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth 

was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being 

flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for _______, 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this one _______ escape 

your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 

day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing for any to ________ but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense 

heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up‖ (2 Peter 3:3-10). We can surely __________ Jesus 

Christ will one day return to this earth and will judge us all.  

Some ________ that Jesus will come again. They live as secular people never thinking about their 

_______ or that they must give an account to God for their ways. Some deny that God ______. Some 

are mocking even ________ and questioning whether Jesus will ever come again.  But when He 

arrives, no one will be scoffing. People mocked Jesus when He was on the cross, and people sneered at 
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the idea that Jesus arose from the dead. But when the stone was rolled back and the grave clothes were 

lying by themselves, people marveled! 

Whatever Jesus predicted always proved ________. He predicted the destruction of Jerusalem in 

Matthew 24; and in 70 AD Titus and the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem, fulfilling the prophecy to 

the last _______. Jesus also predicted the end _______ in Matthew 24:35-36, ―Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but My ________ will not pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.‖ Jesus said He did not know when He would 

return—in fact, no one knows but the _________. Some people ________ they know, but Jesus said no 

one knows!  

That‘s what Peter and Paul mean when they say that the day of the Lord will come like a ________ 

in the night (2 Peter 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:2). If Jesus, Peter and Paul said no one knows when it will 

happen we ________ those who think they do know. In every generation since the first century some 

have imagined they had _________ out the day and the hour when Jesus would return. I remember 

years ago getting a book through the mail, ―88 Reasons Why Jesus Is Coming in 1988.‖ Those 88 

reasons proved to be speculation! 

I have another book in my library by a self-proclaimed prophet who said the end of the kingdoms 

of the world will take place in 1914. He had an elaborate scheme, but his prediction proved ________. 

Jesus didn‘t return in 1914. No one knows when Jesus will come again; but we do know that when he 

comes everyone will ________ about it. The apostle John said in 96 AD, ―Behold, He is coming with 

the clouds, and every ______ will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth 

will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen‖ (Revelation 1:7). When Jesus comes again, you‘ll know it!

 This passage in Revelation was written more than 60 years after the crucifixion of Jesus, but the 

soldiers who pierced him would see Him coming in the clouds. Likely those soldiers were already 

dead. John said even those who are in the _______ will rise from the dead to see Jesus at His return! 

Not only will people see Jesus when He comes again, they‘ll hear about it. Paul, ―the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord‖ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-

17). 

When He comes, the dead in Christ will rise first; but they won‘t be the _______ ones to rise on 

that day. The Lord Jesus said, ―Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which ______ who are 

in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of 

life, and those who committed evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment‖ (John 5:28-29). When Jesus 

comes again ____________ from all time and all places will rise again!  

Jesus said this resurrection of both the good and bad will happen in the same hour, when all will 

_______ His voice. Once the resurrection takes place then we‘ll rise to meet the Lord in the air (as Paul 

said in 1 Thessalonians 4:17), and the faithful will be with Him always. Once men leave this earth ―the 

present heavens and earth are being reserved for _______‖ (2 Peter 3:7). Those who set their _______ 

on this life or this world need to know that this is not where they‘re going to spend eternity. The day 

that Jesus comes again we‘ll be taken from this earth to _________ before the throne of Christ. We‘ll 

stand before His throne to be _________ on that day. 

Paul said, ―For we must all _________ before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad‖ (2 
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Corinthians 5:10). The Lord Jesus will judge each of us according to our _________: how we lived, 

how we talked, how we treated other people, and how we were thinking. The Lord will _________ His 

servants but will ___________ those who did not live according to His will. The Bible teaches clearly 

that ________ of us will stand on his own before the Lord. No one will _________  judgment. This is 

why it is so important for each one to consider _______ he or she is living before the Lord.   

John describes the ________ before the throne of God, ―Then I saw a great white throne and Him 

who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 

And I saw the _______, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; 

and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things 

which were written in the books, according to their deeds‖ (Revelation 20:11-12). The throne is white, 

because Jesus is righteous and will judge us righteously and fairly. He knows our hearts and He knows 

our lives. 

He will judge us from the things __________ in the books. Of course, those books refer to things 

that are written in the ________ itself. Yes, there‘s another book, the book of life, but the things that 

are His ______ are what‘s going to judge us in the last day.  There is a _________ court than the ones 

here on earth. There is an eternal court, which at the end of time will be in session to judge all people 

of all places of all time. That court of the Lord Jesus is the _______ court which will settle your destiny 

forever. There is no ________. If you‘re found guilty, there is only one sentence. That sentence leads to 

the lake of fire. Those who enter that place will never leave. That‘s the worst thing, the worst thing, the 

worst thing, that can ever happen to anyone. We must not ignore the warnings found in scripture. 

 Your eternal destiny and my eternal destiny will be determined by whether we have ________ 

the Lord or have rejected Him. Jesus said, ―He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has 

one who judges him; the _______ I spoke is what will judge him at the last day‖ (John 12:48). Many 

people treat the Lord‘s __________ as if it were not important, as if it were trivial or optional. Jesus 

first came to us as a Savior; but when Jesus comes again He will come as a _________. We need His 

________; otherwise we‘ll receive personally the wages of sin, which is death (Romans 6:23) 

Jesus Christ Himself said, ―But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 

Him, then He will sit on His glorious _________. And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and 

He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He 

will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left‖ (Matthew 25:31-33). Not everyone will be 

saved; many will be ______. Many people think surely the Lord is too good to condemn anyone, but 

the truth is that the Lord is too good not to condemn those who live evil lives and will not _________ 

of their sins. Jesus said about those who would not _______ others in need, ―These [that is, the goats 

on his left] will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life‖ (Matthew 25:46). 

When people lead selfish, immoral lifestyles and are not willing to _________ their ways, God with 

great sadness, leaves them to the way they have chosen. God doesn‘t want to __________ anybody. 

Peter said, ―The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 

not wishing for any to _________ but for all to come to repentance‖ (2 Peter 3:9). God wants you to be 

saved, but you have to _________ for yourself. 

God has done everything He could to _______ us to salvation and to eternal life. He sent Jesus to 

show us what ________ living is. Jesus died for our sins on the cross to demonstrate God‘s _______ 

for us and to cleanse us from all, all unrighteousness. The Holy Spirit inspired the apostles and 

prophets to give us the Bible to teach us _______ to live and how to please God. Jesus purchased the 

________ with His own blood so that we might have the strength of brothers and sisters in Christ. God 
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can do all these things, but He won‘t twist your arm, He won‘t _______ you repent. You have to do 

that for yourself.  You have to decide you‘re going to leave sin, and you‘re going to do what is right.  

When a person lives in sin, he or she will ________ the second coming of Jesus Christ; but when a 

person is right with the Lord, the second coming is the wonderful appearing of someone that we love 

and serve. Do you look forward to ________ Jesus come in the clouds? Peter said, ―beloved, since you 

look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless‖ (2 Peter 3:14).    

Yes, you have to ________ whether you want to be among the sheep or among the goats. You 

decide whether you‘ll _______ the Lord or reject the words of Jesus. You‘ll decide whether you love 

God or love your sins. You‘ll decide whether you‘ll be part of His ________, the church, or you‘ll run 

with the world. There is no neutral ground, there‘s no third group. You can‘t ________ two masters; 

friendship with the world is hostility with God (James 4:4). The grace of God is amazing, but there is 

no Biblical _________ of salvation to those who will not repent of sin and those that will not obey the 

gospel.  This is why I am praying that you prepare yourself for the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

When He comes again, face the Lord _________. The apostle Peter said, ―But the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief, in which the heavens will _______ away with a roar with the elements and it will 

be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are 

to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people _________ you to be in holy conduct and godliness?‖ 

(2 Peter 3:10-11). If we‘re to be judged by the Word of God, doesn‘t it make sense for us to _________ 

the will of the Lord and please Him?  

Are you close to God? Are you reading your Bible? Are you worshiping at church regularly? When 

was the last time you prayed to God? How do you treat your neighbor? Do you forgive others or do 

you take revenge? Are you right with God? 

Obey the gospel by believing Jesus is the Christ, repent of every sin and decide to do God‘s will in 

everything, confess the name of Jesus before others, and be baptized (that is, immersed in water) in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. That was God‘s answer to what we must do to be 

saved on the day of Pentecost according to Acts 2:38, it‘s God‘s answer today. When you‘re baptized, 

the Lord will add you to His family, the church; and you‘ll become an heir of heaven if you remain 

faithful to the Lord. I hope you won‘t wait another day, but that you‘ll obey the Lord. Don‘t risk losing 

your soul. 
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