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MARCH 7 - WHEN YOU ARE TEMPTED

Each of us faces temptation every day. Will Jesus really help us overcome
our sins? What spiritual resources do we have that will help us stand strong against
the schemes of the devil who tempts us?

MARCH 14 —- ETERNITY

Job asked “If a man dies, will he live again?” (Job 14:14). We live as
creatures of this world limited in time, yet God is eternal and speaks of eternity.
How will our lives today affect our eternal destiny.

MARCH 21 - WHAT DEAD MEN KNOW

If the graves could open and the dead could speak, we’d learn several
important spiritual truths that can make a profound difference in our lives. The
Scriptures open the door to some of these things we must know to have eternal life.

MARCH 28 - DO YOU KNOW JESUS?

Have you considered what the world would be like if Jesus had not come to
earth? We can learn much about Jesus by taking note of the influence He has left
upon us. To know Jesus is the greatest blessing of life.




When You Are Tempted

Each of us faces temptation every day. Will Jesus really help us overcome our sins? The Lord God
created each of us, and He knows all about us, and He knows all about humanity. He knows the good
and the bad. His Word was given to protect us. Proverbs 2:6-8 says, “For the LORD gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; and
he’s a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
his saints.” We do well to listen to God’s wisdom.

From the moment that we’re old enough to understand right from wrong and good from evil, we
face the temptation to please our desires and sin rather than please God. Temptations come in many
forms. Some are tempted to tell a lie, some to steal, some to sexual sin, some to take revenge, and some
to gossip. When we’re afraid or hurting, we may be tempted to get angry and strike back at someone.
When we’re selfish, greedy, or jealous, we may be tempted to take what is not ours or to put down
other people.

Paul spoke of the struggle that he had faced with wanting to do good but giving in to sin. Paul said,
“For what I’m doing, I do not understand; for I’m not practicing what I would like to do, but I'm doing
the very thing | hate. But if | do the very thing | do not want to do, | agree with the Law, confessing
that the Law is good. So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me” (Romans
7:15-17). That problem faces us all, but the answer to temptation and sin is found in Christ.

Our reading today comes from 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. In this passage Paul mentions his
determined attitude toward doing his best to serve the Lord.

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize?
Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone who competes in the games exercises
self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an
imperishable. Therefore | run in such a way, as not without aim; | box in such a way,
as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after |
have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.”

There you see Paul’s determination to serve God.

Let’s pray together. “O, heavenly Father, help us to run in such a way that we may win the prize,
to discipline ourselves and to do Your will always. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

First John 2:15-17 describes the three kinds of appeals that Satan uses to draw us toward the world
and away from God. “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” Every temptation known to man comes in
one of these three forms or in a combination of them. The devil is very cunning and uses our desires to
lead us astray from God.

James 1:13-15 reveals to us how temptation appeals to us and what it will do to us. “Let no one say
when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself
tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he’s drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then,
when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it’s full-grown, brings forth death.”

Satan used these appeals to the flesh, the eyes, and the pride of life when he tempted Eve to eat of
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 3 tells the story of how Satan led Eve to
doubt God, to believe a lie, and to desire eating the fruit. Genesis 3:1-5 says: “Now the serpent was
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more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman,
‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the
serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.” Then the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you’ll be like God, knowing good and evil.””

The devil first tries to get us to doubt God’s Word and to make us think that God is trying to
withhold some blessing from them. Once Satan gets people to be self-centered rather than believing
God, he tells them what they want to hear, lies that contradict God.

Jesus told some Jews who wouldn’t listen to Him what the devil is really like. The Lord Jesus said,
“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own resources (or from his own heart), for he’s a liar and the father of it. But
because I tell you the truth (Jesus is saying), you do not believe Me” (John 8:44-45).

The devil wants people to trust in their own judgment rather than listen to God. Of course, people
who rely solely on their own judgment will turn to their feelings and desires. When the devil tempted
Jesus, he first tried to take advantage of his hunger. Matthew 4:1-4 says: “Then Jesus was led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty
nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of
God, command that these stones become bread.” But He (Jesus) answered him and said, ‘It is written,
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”

Jesus was able to resist the devil because He knew the Father and He also knew the Scriptures.
Jesus knew what mattered! God helps us overcome temptation by making us His children in Christ. We
belong not to ourselves but to Jesus Christ, who died for us on the cross. God also helps us by giving us
His Word to teach us how to live and how to avoid sin. The more we rely on God’s teaching, the more
we can avoid temptation and sin.

Solomon advised his son, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in
your own eyes; fear the LORD and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7). The Word of God can give you
strength and help you through the struggles that you face with the devil and with the world. The Word
IS a great protection in times of trouble. The psalmist said, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that |
might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11).

Sometimes the devil appeals to the worst desires inside of us to get us to do things that are wrong.
Jesus warned the people in the Sermon on the Mount to be careful what they look at. The Lord Jesus
said, “You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you
that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If
your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell” (Matthew 5:27-29).

Our society unfortunately glamorizes sex. Our culture emphasizes and glamorizes sexy talk, and
dress, and behavior. The desire for sex has led many young men and women into sin and away from
God. The consequences of sin are always greater than people think. Sexual immorality can lead to
unwanted pregnancy or disease, which can cause a great loss of respect. People who get involved in
sexual activities outside of marriage often feel great guilt for what they’ve done; they wish they had
never violated God’s will.
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Christians must control what they see. They must learn to look away from the things that may
attract them sexually, so that they may remain pure in their thoughts. Young men who love the Lord
learn to control their eyes and not keep looking at things that tempt them. Young women need to be
careful how they dress, so that they won’t tempt young men or send the wrong message. A young
woman who dresses in a sexually provocative way says to the boys that she’s willing to be sexy.

First Timothy 2:9 says Christian women, “should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with
modesty and self-control.” When young people, male or female, dress modestly they avoid many
embarrassing situations and temptations. The devil loves to appeal to the eye; and this explains why
Christians should pay attention to how they appear to others. Our clothing and our appearance do
reveal our character.

The apostle Paul lived for a time in Corinth in the first century, a place where the culture was filled
with sexual immorality. He gave them this instruction, “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a
person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You
are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:18-
20).

We need to know that God is watching. He sees and knows what we are doing. The father of a
small boy would occasionally sneak into a neighbor’s orchard and pluck some of the choicest fruit. He
always made sure, however, that “the coast was clear.” One day with his son tagging along, after
carefully looking in every direction and seeing no one, he crept through the fence. He was just about
ready to help himself when the youngster startled him by crying out, “Dad! Dad! You didn’t look UP!
You forgot to see if God is watching.” When temptation comes upon you and you’re inclined to yield
because no one else seems to be around, remember, God is always watching. Proverbs 15:3 says, “The
eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.”

Learning to flee in times of temptation is a great strategy for avoiding sin. Those who linger around
sin usually get caught up in it. Paul warns us, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits
(or good morals)” (1 Corinthians 15:33). What you watch, what you listen to, what you associate with
can corrupt your thinking as a Christian. Stay away from the things that weaken your devotion to God.
Paul told the young man Timothy, “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue (there’s some things you need
to grab a hold of, pursue) righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

Whether the devil appeals to the eye, to the flesh, or to pride, he’s really appealing to your
selfishness. People seek what they want, and their desires can lead them away from God. Luke 4 tells
us a little more about how the devil tempted Jesus: “Then the devil, taking Him up to a high mountain,
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, ‘All this
authority | will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever |
wish. Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” And Jesus answered and said to
him, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only
you shall serve’” (Luke 4:5-8).

Jesus knew whom He should worship and serve, and it wasn’t the devil! In spite of all the treasures
and power He might have received in ruling the world, Jesus would still have been a slave to Satan if
he had given in to the temptation. Jesus knew there was only One person to worship and serve, and
that’s the Father in heaven.

Jesus knew people’s carnal desires lead them to something other than what they expected. Sin has a
high, high price: “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Ananias and Sapphira decided they wanted
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some of the money that they promised to God. Their love for money led them to keep back some of the
money, and pretend to give it all, and they lied to God about it. They never expected that their lie to
God would cost their lives (read Acts 5:1-10). Judas betrayed Christ for thirty pieces of silver, but it
filled him with guilt and regret. Judas went away and hanged himself (Matthew 27:3-5).

We must never assume that sin is no big deal. Apparently, sin was a big enough deal for Jesus to
bear the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. We can’t love the world and love
the Lord at the same time. James 4:4 simply says, “Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.” When you sin, you sin against God; when you resist sin, you tell God that
you love Him.

When you’re in difficulty, hard temptations, remember to watch and pray. The Lord Jesus warned
Peter, James, and John at the Garden of Gethsemane, “Keep watching and praying that you may not
enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Prayer can help you
find the spiritual strength you need to resist temptation. God is on your side, and He wants to help
you.

Let’s pray together. “Father, we’re grateful to be Your children, and help us to be like You, to live
pure and holy lives, to say no to the things that are wrong and yes to the things that are right. Help us
always, Father, to love You, to love others, and to do Your will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

First Corinthians 10:13 says, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” One thing we can be sure
about. If the temptation is too strong for us, God will make us a way of escape. When you feel the
temptation is too strong for you, start looking for a way out of the situation.

The Lord invites us to call upon Him for the help that we need. Some people pull away from God
when they are tempted. Jesus calls us to come to Him confidently. Hebrews 4:15-16 says, “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in
all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
so that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.” The Lord wants to help you
overcome your temptations.

God wants you to be saved and to live with Him in heaven eternally; Satan and sin are your
enemies. To find God’s help, you must come to Christ and follow Him. To become a Christian, believe
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and your Lord. Turn from sin, confess your faith in Christ, and be
baptized into Christ. Baptism into Christ is an immersion in water for the forgiveness of your sins. The
Lord can free you from the sin with His blood, when you’re baptized (Romans 6:3-7). Won’t you be
baptized and follow Christ today?

Focus your heart on God today by worshiping at church. Everybody needs a church family. There’s
probably a church of Christ in your area. If you’re looking for a healthy, Biblical church home, we’ll be
happy to help you find one.
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Eternity

Job asked, “If a man dies, will he live again?” (Job 14:14). Today, we’re exploring the effects
of this life on our eternal destiny. The Scriptures open our eyes to God who made us, the God who
gives us life, and the God who will one day judge us. Each of us has an eternal destiny beyond this
life, and the Word of God gives us wisdom to prepare for life beyond the grave. We hope and pray
you’re prepared to meet God one day.

Someone said, “We live in a clock-eyed world”; we’re all subject to schedules and deadlines.
We can’t escape the urgency of time. The Lord Jesus said, “We must work the works of Him who
sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man can work” (John 9:4). All this demand
for our time in this life can lead us to forget or to ignore the idea of our eternal destiny. So we must
awaken from our spiritual complacency and realize that God’s commandments and His will for our
lives really do matter. Romans 13:11-12 says, “Do this, knowing the time, that it’s already the hour
for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is
almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light.”

If we remain in spiritual darkness, and we fail to come to the Lord, we’re going to face an
eternity without God’s blessing and promises. But if we put on the armor of light and fill our lives
with faith, hope, love, and the word of God, we can live with God eternally. Jesus suffered for your
sins, the just for the unjust, to bring you to God. Where will you spend eternity?

Our reading today comes from a prayer of Moses found in Psalm 90:1-4.

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.Before the mountains
were born, Or You gave birth to the earth and the world,Even from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God.You turn man back into dust,And say, “Return, O
children of men.”For a thousand years in Your sight,Are like yesterday when it
passes by,Or as a watch in the night.”

Let’s pray. “O. Father help us to have an understanding of Your eternal nature, and our own
mortality. Father help us to be prepared for the day when we will come and see You and be with
You. Bless us and help us always to do Your will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thinking about eternity brings many important thoughts to mind. First, God is eternal, but we
live only for a time on this earth. We’re destined for something more than this life. Compare what
Moses prayed in Psalm 90:1-2 with verse 10. “Lord, you’ve been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (verses 1-2). God has always existed, but God
said our existence on earth is quite limited. He said in verse 10, “The years of our life are seventy, or
even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we
fly away.”

James 4:14 reminds us, “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You’re
just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.” The ancient man Job said, “Man,
who is born of woman, is short-lived and full of turmoil” (Job 14:1). As we age, it seems the days
and months pass faster than before.

God is not bound by time like we are. Paul praised God as “the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever” (1 Timothy 1:17).

Second Peter 3:8 says, “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” Even if you lived to be a
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hundred years old, that is only one tenth of a thousand. God created time for humans, but He’s not
controlled by time. He knows the past, He knows the present, and the future.

There’s more than this life on earth! The Lord Jesus warns us, “I say to you, My friends, do
not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do. But | will warn
you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, | tell
you, fear Him!” (Luke 12:4-5). The Scriptures give us records of those who have died and yet are
still in a conscious existence. Matthew 17:1-3 tells of Jesus having a conversation with Moses and
Elijah. Both had been dead for several centuries!

The Lord Jesus said to the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection, “But regarding the
resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: ‘I AM THE GOD OF
ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB’? He’s not the God of the
dead but of the living” (Matthew 23:31-32) Yes, though Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were dead
physically, they were alive in the hereafter.

After the death of her brother Lazarus, the Lord told Martha that he would rise again. Martha
said, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life; and he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who
lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?”” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have
believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world” (John 11:23-
27). Do you believe this?

Romans 14:7-9 says, “For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if
we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we
are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead
and of the living.” We belong to Jesus in life and in death. Because of Him we have a promise of
new life and a new body. Second Corinthians 5:1 says, “For we know that if the earthly tent which
is our house(that is, this body we now have) is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” We’re going to have a new imperishable, immortal body
in heaven one day.

We have hope in Christ of the life to come. Ephesians 2:4-7 says, “But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you’ve been saved), and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come
He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

Second, God speaks to us about eternity. Psalm 90:1-2 say, “Lord, you have been our
dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” Everlasting to everlasting is really
kind of hard to understand; it’s beyond time. Ecclesiastes 3:11 reveals that “He (God) has made
everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find
out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.” To people who can only
think in terms of start and finish, eternity is beyond our understanding. Eternity refers to “infinite
time, without beginning or end.” We might speak of something we experience that goes on and on,
lasting an “eternity”’; but that’s only a figure of speech. Eternal things have no end.

We can offer illustrations, but they’re insufficient to fully grasp eternity. For instance, when
ten thousand times ten thousand times ten thousand years have passed, eternity will have just begun.
I recall as a boy my father speaking about eternity this way: Now suppose you could suspend a rope
from here to the moon, some 221,000 to 253,000 miles from the earth. And let’s send an ant on that
rope all the way to the moon and let him pick up one grain of soil from the moon and bring it back.
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In the time that it would take for an ant to bring back the entire moon grain by grain, that’s just the
beginning of eternity. Eternity is infinite time, without beginning or end; and it refers to something
that time does not and cannot change.

Third, the consequences of our choices will last for an eternity, yes. Galatians 6:7-8 says,
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the
one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the
Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.” Some Christians imagine they can sin all they like and
still go to heaven. But sowing to the flesh will only bring corruption and condemnation.

Romans 8:12-13 speaks clearly, “So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh--for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the
Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” When a person dies spiritually,
he forfeits his hope of living with God eternally. Sin breaks God’s heart and it separates us from
God. Isaiah 59:1-2 say, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His
ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your
God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.”

Let’s consider some things that will separate us from God. The Lord Jesus said, “For if you
forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matthew 6:14-15). Whether
we’re willing to forgive is a serious matter to God, and it should be to each of us.

Some unfairly rush to judge others, without considering their own sins. Like the Pharisees
they condemn others over man-made traditions or their own rules. The Lord Jesus said, “Do not
judge so that you will not be judged. “For in the way that you judge, you will be judged; and by
your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck that is in your
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother,
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” and behold, there is a log is in your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out
of your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:1-5). If people realized the consequences of how harshly and
unfairly they have condemned others, they might not judge so hastily. The Lord wants us to be fair
as we consider others. Jesus said “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment” (John 7:24).

Some never consider the poor who are hurting and need help. Love for God means loving
others enough to help them. First John 3:16-18 says, “We know love by this, that He laid down His
life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods,
and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in
him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” According to
Matthew 25:40, when we serve others, we’re serving the Lord Himself. “Truly I say to you, to the
extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.” He
also said to those who failed to help their brothers “’Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” And then He said, ‘these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life’” (verses 45-46). Please notice: eternal
punishment lasts just as long as eternal life.

So we must be careful how we live our lives. Ephesians 5:15-17 says, “Therefore be careful
how you walk (that is, how you live), not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time,
because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
Some people think that because God is love, He’ll never hold us accountable for anything; but
nothing could be farther from the truth. The passing pleasures of sin are just not worth an eternity
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separated from God. Some people imagine they can feed their pet sin, and there’ll be no
consequences to their actions.

Hebrews 3:12-14 says, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day, as
long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For
we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the
end.” What about you? Your eternity is hanging in the balance, and the Lord is waiting on you to
come to Him, and come with love and faith and obedience. Won’t you come to the Lord? Won’t
you love Him and serve Him?

Let’s pray together. “Father, we pray that You will give us hearts of wisdom, that we may
consider out latter end, and may know what the future holds. And Father, that it may cause us to
turn from sin and to live in righteousness, and to love You and to love others. Help us Father
always to do Your will. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”

Solomon said, “Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant
during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your
eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things” Ecclesiastes 11:9). Life can
be filled with many things, and what we choose matters. Solomon himself followed his impulses
and learned that they didn’t give him lasting contentment. He said, “The end of the matter; all has
been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-
14).

Psalm 90:12 says, “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”
Realizing life on earth is limited can cause us to wake up. Where you and | spend eternity depends
on whether we’ve stayed close to God, whether the blood of Jesus has cleansed us, and whether we
have believed and obeyed the Lord. There is a life beyond. If we become consumed with the
present, we may miss the beauty and joy of an eternal heaven.

Please, get that heart of wisdom! Love the Lord! Place your faith and trust in Him and in His
words. Turn from sin and live in righteousness. Confess the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Be
baptized into Christ, immersed in water for the forgiveness of your sins. That’s what the inspired
apostle Peter told the people to do in Acts 2:38 at the very beginning of the church and it’s what we
still need to do to be right with God. You see, that’s how we’re born again and how we become
children of God and heirs of heaven.

We ask that you focus your heart on God today by worshiping at church. Everybody needs a
church family. There’s probably a church of Christ in your area. If you’re looking for a healthy,
Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one.
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What Dead Men Know

If the graves could open and the dead could speak, we’d learn several important spiritual truths!
Today, we’re exploring what the dead men know and we need to hear! God’s word opens the door to
the most important treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The apostle Paul spoke of Jesus Christ and
said, “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). We need that
wisdom to know how to think and how to live. We need that wisdom, because it’s the key to eternal
life.

If you and I, as living people, could know what the dead men know, we’d see things from a new
and a spiritual perspective. As it is, we’re limited in what we know and often distracted by the things of
this world. When we get too focused on this present world, we may miss the most important lessons
that affect this life and the life to come. Paul prayed for the Colossians, asking “that you may be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you’ll walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects” (Colossians 1:9-10). Have you considered
what is necessary to please the Lord Jesus?

There are two ways people know things. First, people learn intellectually through listening,
observing, and study. Second, people learn through experience. Hebrews 5:8 says that Jesus “learned
obedience from the things which He suffered.” The experience of His suffering on the cross taught Him
what obedience truly means. I’ve wondered, “How could one teach Jesus anything, since He’s God’s
Son?” But Jesus experienced in death something He had never experienced before; He experienced the
agony of crucifixion and death. It’s one thing to talk about obedience; it’s another to give your life in
obedience. That’s what Jesus did to save us from sin.

Our reading today comes from Psalm 103:8-12. This is a Psalm of David, where he blesses God
for all of his blessings, and reminds us of the nature of God.

“The Lord is compassionate and gracious.Slow to anger and abounding in
lovingkindness. He will not always strive with us,Nor will He keep His anger
forever.He has not dealt with us according to our sins,Nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities.For as high as the heavens are above the earth,So great is His lovingkindness
toward those who fear Him.As far as the east is from the west,So far has He removed
our transgressions from us.”

Oh I am thankful we have a God like that.

Let’s pray together. “Father, we’re thankful that You are merciful, compassionate, and forgiving.
Help us heavenly Father to live in such a way that we please You, and Father help us to be
compassionate towards others. May our love for You grow more and more. And help us Father
always to do Your will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Dead people know things about God and the afterlife from experience. We, today, know things
by faith, since the Scriptures teach them to us; but the dead are now experiencing them. They know
these things are real and they beg you to pay attention. Some people think that when we die, we’ll
simply go to sleep and not ever know anything.

I hear people quote Ecclesiastes 9:5, which says “For the living know they will die; but the dead do
not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.” They would do
well to quote this passage in context, paying attention to verse 6, which says, “Indeed their love, their
hate and their zeal have already perished, and they will no longer have a share in all that is done under
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the sun.” The phrase “under the sun” refers to the dead body not to what our spirits will experience in
the afterlife.

Recently a man called me and said that Psalm 146 says our ability to be conscious ends at death.
Psalm 146:4 says, “His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that very day his thoughts perish.”
Sadly, he missed the context of this passage: Psalm 146:3-4 says, “Do not trust in princes, In mortal
man, in whom there is no salvation. His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that very day his
thoughts perish.” The point here is not to trust what men teach. Unlike God, the teachings of men
perish, but God’s teaching continues forever. So, don’t believe those who tell you, “When you die, you
cease to know anything.” They’re leading you astray.

Here are some of the things the dead people know and wished live men took seriously. First, the
dead will have consciousness in the afterlife. In Luke 16:19-31, the Lord Jesus reveals what happened
to the rich man and to Lazarus after this life is over. Lazarus was in a place of comfort and knew it; the
rich man was in a place of torment and knew it. They both could see, could speak, could hear, and
could feel what was happening to them. In Matthew 17:1-5 Moses and Elijah, though they had been
dead several hundred years, were having a conversation with Jesus. In Revelation 6, the souls of those
who had been slain because of the Word of God cried out to God the Father wondering about avenging
those who had killed them, and God gave them an answer. They were conscious of their past and their
present. Many today mock the idea of God, but no one will mock that idea in the afterlife.

Second, they know the God of the Bible, the God of heaven, is real. Some proudly proclaim they’re
atheists or agnostics who don’t know whether there is a God, but there will be no doubts about God
when this life is over. Ecclesiastes 12:7 describes death this way, “then the dust will return to the earth
as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.” When we die, our bodies will return to the
dust; but our spirits will go back to God who gave us that spirit. We’ll know what is happening around
us. When Jesus died, that very day He went to Paradise (Luke 23:43) and He committed into the
Father’s hands His spirit (Luke 23:46). If we’re faithful to God we’ll experience the same blessing.
While we live in the flesh, we can’t see God; but when our bodies die, our spirits will go to Him. We’ll
know He is real!

Third, dead people know every word in the Bible, every word in this book is true. They know the
prophecies are true, the promises are true, and the warnings are true as well. They realize that everyone
who is “of the truth” listens to the voice of Jesus Christ (John 18:37). They also realize many people
have believed a lie and had false hope. Many people fall for the deception of wickedness and perish,
“because they didn’t receive the love of the truth so as to be saved” (2 Thessalonians 2:10). They will
know that people who do not obey the truth will not find salvation. They will also know that those who
obey the truth and remain faithful will enjoy all the promises of God.

You may think, “It doesn’t matter what we believe”; but God’s Word in Scripture determines the
spiritual truth that saves souls. Don’t imagine that God is going to set aside His Word just to please
you. You must know His Word and please Him. Remember the words of Jesus when He answered
Satan, “It 1s written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). Whether something is biblical or not matters to your spiritual life. God
never said, He never says anywhere in scripture, or even suggests that “It doesn’t matter what you
believe.” The devil is a liar and the father of lies; and this notion, that it doesn’t matter is really from
the devil not from God. The Bible declares there is but one gospel in Galatians 1:6-9 and one faith in
Ephesians 4:5. The Lord Jesus said that He was the only way to the Father, in John 14:6. Dead people
will know the Lord means what He says, and we need to learn that in this life.
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Fourth, the dead know that life can end suddenly. They know the words of James are true, “Yet
you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You’re just a vapor that appears for a little while
and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). David said, “As for man, his days are like grass; As the flower
of the field, so he flourishes. When the wind has passed over it, it is no more, And its place
acknowledges it no longer” (Psalm 103:15-16). The Scriptures are clear: “it is appointed for men to die
once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Each one of us has an appointment coming with
death and judgment.” Death and judgment are appointed and certain.

As a minister, for many years I’ve had the sad duty to have to bury infants, small children,
teenagers, and adults of all ages. Friends, we have no assurance that we’ll live long and do all that we
wish to do in this life. God is in control, and He may require our souls this very day. Please don’t fail to
prepare your soul for eternity. Once this life is over, we don’t get a second chance to make things right
with God. We must come to the Lord, and obey the gospel, and stay faithful.

This leads us to our fifth thing that dead people know: they know death is when our destiny is
settled. In Luke 16:22 the poor man who was right with God “died and was carried away by the angels
to Abraham’s bosom, a place of comfort. The rich man in this story was not right with God; he also
died and was buried.” Verses 23-24 say, “In Hades he lifted up his eyes being in torment, and saw
Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried out and he said, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue,
for I am in agony in this flame.”” Abraham couldn’t send Lazarus, because there was a great chasm
fixed between those who were righteous and those who were unrighteous, and no one can cross that
chasm (Luke 16:25-26). The Lord Jesus reveals the unfaithful and unrighteous are separated from God
and from His blessing from the time that they die.

That ought to wake us up and cause us to repent. We must do what is right by loving God, keeping
His commandments, and loving others! Romans 13:11-14 says, “Do this, knowing the time, that it’s
already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we
believed. The night is almost gone, the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in
sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”

We put on the Lord Jesus Christ first by believing in Him and by being baptized. Galatians 3:26-27
says, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into
Christ have (put on, or) clothed yourselves with Christ.” It’s not enough simply to become a child of
God, we must keep on putting on Christ throughout our lives here on earth. We do this by how we
think, how we speak, how we treat others, and how we live. People who want to live with Christ in
eternity put away sinful behaviors and live like Christ keeping the morals He taught. Don’t let
wickedness deceive you. Being a Christian means walking in the light as He is in the light. You can’t
walk in spiritual darkness and then expect to have the blessing of God. Many people celebrate sin and
laugh about it in this life, but no one will be laughing about sin in the life to come.

Sixth, dead people know there is a great difference in God’s eyes between the faithful who are
saved “in Christ” and the lost who are “outside” of Christ. Those who are outside of Christ are
“separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). But those who are “in
Christ” are “no longer strangers and aliens, but you’re fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s

household” (Ephesians 2:19). If you’re in Christ, you’re a fellow citizen with the saints; you’re God’s
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son, you're God’s daughter. You matter to Him because you’re family to God. As God’s child, you
have an inheritance with Him in heaven! Nothing you will ever do is as important as maintaining that
faithful relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Last, the dead know there is a Judgment Day. Second Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he’s done, whether good or bad.” Some imagine, “God is too good to condemn
anyone.” When they say that, you can be sure they’ve not read what God said in Scripture but have
listened to other people. Second Peter 2:4-9 speaks of God condemning angels when they sinned,
condemning the ancient world in the days of Noah, and condemning Sodom and Gomorrah for their
immorality. He concludes in verse 9, “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation,
and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment.” You can’t refuse to repent and
still escape God’s judgment! You’re only fooling yourself. God is holy and He is a just God; He will
punish those who choose sin and ignore Him.

The Judgment Day doesn’t have to be a judgment against you. At the close of his life, Paul said,
“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I’ve
fought the good fight, I’ve finished the course, I’ve kept the faith; and in the future there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and
not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

Let us pray. “O, Father, help us to finish the race, to finish the course with faith and love and
obedience to Your will. This is our prayer in the name of Jesus, Amen.”

If the graves could open and the dead could speak, they would say to each of us clearly and
emphatically, “Draw close to the Lord and obey Him. Don’t let anything come between God and you.”
The wicked dead and former unbelievers wouldn’t want you to follow their steps and end up where
they are. The righteous dead would plead for you to put your trust in the Lord and obey Him. They
would passionately urge you to stay faithful to the Lord Jesus. They know how serious a matter
salvation truly is. Are you getting this? Wouldn’t it be foolish to ignore this warning and find yourself
lost like the rich man of Luke 16?

Our Father in heaven has no desire to see you lost. First Timothy 2:3-4 says, “This is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.” Our Father in heaven hopes you will look at the cross and come to love the
Lord with all your heart. No one loves you like the Lord loves you. No one wants your salvation more
than the one who died on the cross for your sins.

You can find salvation from sin and judgment in the grace of our Lord Jesus who shed His blood
for our sins. Trust in the Lord Jesus, turn from sinful thinking and behaviors to serve the Lord humbly
and repent, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and be baptized into Christ by an
immersion in water for the forgiveness of your sins. Study Acts 2, Acts 22, and Romans 6. The
Scriptures will teach you the truth about baptism into Christ. And then get involved in the church and
stay faithful.

Focus your heart on God, do it today by worshiping at church. Everybody needs a church family.
There’s probably a church of Christ in your area. If you’re looking for a healthy, Biblical church home,
we’ll be happy to help you find one.
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Do You Know Jesus?

Many have heard of Jesus and even imagine that they know Him well. We’re asking if they
simply know what they’ve heard or have they studied for themselves.

James Allan Francis in a book published in 1963, called “One Solitary Life,” wrote:

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He
grew up in another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty, and then for
three years he was an itinerant preacher. He never owned a home. He never wrote a book.
He never held office. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put his
foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place where he was
born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no
credentials but himself....

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends
ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through
the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. While he was
dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth—his coat.
And when he was dead, he was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity
of a friend.

Nineteen long centuries have come and gone and today he is the centerpiece of the
human race and the leader of the column of progress. | am far within the mark when | say
that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever were built; all the parliaments
that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of
man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.

Our reading today comes from the gospel according to John 14:6-11.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father
but through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from
now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and
yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father;
how can you say, ‘Show us the Fatherf3’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and
the Father is in Me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but
the Father abiding in Me does His works. Believe in Me that | am in the Father and the
Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.

Here Jesus helps us to understand who He is, and why we should believe in Him. Let’s pray
together. “Father, we’re thankful for the Lord Jesus Christ, and we know that there is no way Father to
You but through Him. Father, help us to serve Him and to love Him and to be close to You always. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Have you ever contemplated what the world would be like if there were no Jesus Christ? Jesus is
unique among men. There’s no one like Him who ever lived. He was better, nobler, more holy, more
kind, and more generous than any I have ever known. John the Baptist said of Jesus, “but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, and I’m not fit to remove His sandals” (Matthew 3:11).

In Deuteronomy 18:15, Moses said of Jesus, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from among you, from your countrymen, and you shall listen to him.” In verses 18-19 God
said, “I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And it shall come about that whoever will
not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, | Myself will require it of him.”
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David prophesied of Jesus, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand, Until I make
Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet’” (Psalm 110:1). Isaiah could say of Jesus, “For a child will be
born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end
to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness, From then on and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Before his birth, an angel of the Lord told Joseph about Mary, “‘And she will bear a Son; and you
shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” Now all this took place
that what was written by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, ‘Behold, the virgin
shall be with child, and shall bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel,” which translated
means, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:21-23). At his death, the centurion who crucified Him said, “Surely
he was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:54). Jesus was certainly no ordinary man; He deserves a closer
inspection. I’ve found the more that we know about Him, the more we love and we honor Him. The
myriads of myriads of angels and living creatures around the throne of God honor Him with a loud
voice, saying, “Worthy is the Lamb (speaking of Jesus) that was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing” (Revelation 5:12).

What would life be like without Jesus? First, we’d lack a true example of righteousness and
morality. Many today believe morality, right and wrong, change over time and something wrong in
other societies could be all right in this age. But nothing could be farther from the truth. What God
called sin in the first century is still sin in this twenty-first century. How do we know that? The Jesus
that was Lord then is still Lord now. The things He taught then, He still teaches now. We must hear the
words that Jesus spoke for all time rather than assume that culture can overrule the Lord.

Jesus is the only person who ever lived about whom it could be said, “He never sinned.” The
apostle Peter pointed to Jesus as our example said, “For you have been called for this purpose, since
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no
sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth; and while being reviled, He didn’t revile in return; and
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but He kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously”
91 Peter 2:21-23).

Hebrews 4:14-15 describes the Lord Jesus, “Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a
high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as
we are, yet without sin.” Jesus was tempted, but He never sinned. Some people believe that Jesus
sinned, but where is your proof? Jesus could confront His enemies with the question, “Can any of you
prove me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46). Jesus was entirely holy and without any moral impurity. No one
could point to a transgression of God’s will on His part. Jesus made it clear in John 8:29, “And He who
sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for | always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”

Second, we have no example of compassion for those who are in need, greater than in Jesus
Christ. I know other men have shown love and compassion, but has anyone shown love like Jesus?
Because of the heart and teaching of Jesus we have a society that believes in compassion. Jesus could
see what others couldn’t see. He could see those who were spiritually lost and misguided. Matthew
9:36-38 says, “And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed
and downcast like sheep without a shepherd. And then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into
His harvest.””
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He was loving and compassionate to the sick and healed them; to sinners and forgave them; to the
poor and provided for them; and to the burdened and gave them relief. The Lord Jesus called to people,
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My
yoke 1s easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). Jesus didn’t simply talk love and
compassion; He practiced it!

Have you considered the contributions of Jesus through the church to society? Many of the
hospitals we have today came because of Christian care and concern for the sick. Many of the world’s
greatest universities were started by Christians for Christian purposes. Nearly all of the first one
hundred colleges established in America were started as Christian schools. Reading the Bible was a
primary reason for literacy and education for the masses. True Christian love and respect was the cause
for the abolition of slavery, both in antiquity and in more modern times.

Because of Jesus and His teaching, women live with greater freedom and respect. Because of
Jesus and His teaching, the sanctity of life and the sanctity of biblical marriage is more precious.
Because of Jesus and His teaching in passages like the good Samaritan, people have become more
benevolent and generous to those in need. Jesus taught people to judge with righteous judgment. Jesus
elevated the common man, saying that even his soul is more valuable than the whole world.

More than a few societies through the ages have left barbaric practices to follow the steps of
Jesus. He has influenced music, art, and literature more than any other person. He has changed lives for
the better wherever His teaching has gone. Many of the languages of the world have been codified and
set to writing, so people could learn the Bible. Jesus alone has the words of eternal life; and if we
refuse to listen to Him, we lose our hope of heaven.

No one has ever loved you or me to the extent that Jesus has loved us. First John 4:10-11 says, “In
this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation (the
atoning sacrifice) for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” Later,
in verse 19, he says, “We love, because He first loved us.” We may think we know about love, but
Jesus shows us real love. He willingly sacrificed Himself to save us, knowing that we couldn’t save
ourselves. He was willing to take our souls seriously when, as ungodly people, we didn’t give Him a
second thought. He paid the price to willingly offer righteousness to sinners by demonstrating His love
on the cross. He loved us and gave His body and blood for us despite our weaknesses and sins. Jesus
acted on His love!

Third, Jesus showed us the gospel truth and the way of salvation. Jesus said, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). He paved the way for
our salvation by offering His body upon the cross for our sins. He paved the way for our resurrection
hope at the last day when God raised Him from the dead. If you ask, “What is the gospel?”, my answer
is that it’s the good news of His death and resurrection!

First Corinthians 15:1-4 says, “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which | preached
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast
the word which | preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you as of first
importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” The apostles who
witnessed His death and resurrection preached this gospel (or good news) message of what happened to
the Lord Jesus. The Corinthians, just as Christians in the whole known world in the first century,
accepted it and took their stand upon it because it was true!
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They are saved by this gospel message, if they hold fast to it and do not wander away from the
truth. | often ask people to believe, repent, and be baptized. Baptism is the new birth that brings
“newness of life” (John 3:5 and Romans 6:4). Christianity begins with a new birth, but our faith and
commitment to Christ must last as long as we live. We don’t want anyone to believe in vain. We don’t
want anyone to draw close to God and then fall away from the faith.

The gospel story reveals that Christ died for our sins. He shed His blood so that we might be
cleansed from sin and can live to righteousness. This sacrifice was personal to Jesus; He willingly
offered His body to terrible suffering and crucifixion out of love. He personally bore the punishment
that was due to us for our sins. After dying, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus buried Him. A giant
stone was rolled over the entrance to the tomb.

Jesus predicted that He would rise from the dead on the third day, a resurrection predicted in the
Scriptures and witnessed by the apostles after He arose. Acts 1:3 says, “To these He also presented
Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty
days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.” First Corinthians 15 lists how he
appeared to Cephas (Peter), to the twelve, to the five hundred brethren at one time, to James, to all the
apostles, and last of all to Paul. These witnesses were willing to die for their faith because they knew
God had raised Jesus up from the grave. This resurrection gives us hope; our bodies one day will be
raised from the dead; and we’ll have a home in heaven. That’s what the Lord Jesus did for you and for
me!

Let’s pray together. “O, Father, we’re thankful for the Lord Jesus, for His love, for His concern,
His compassion. We’re thankful that He was willing to die in out stead, so that we might have the
hope of everlasting life. Help us heavenly Father, to devote ourselves to Him in love and in service. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.”

The apostle Paul, who left his old life as a Pharisee and persecutor of the church to come to
Christ, said, “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I’ve counted as loss for the sake of
Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that |
may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:7-8). Paul said he would rather know Jesus than possess anything else.
It’s more important than the Pharisee culture in his upbringing.

What is knowledge of Jesus worth to you? Many think they know Jesus, but the Jesus they think
they know is unlike the one presented in Scripture. They’ve seen a snapshot or two that only show a
portion of His character or His life. Like Philip, they missed seeing Him as He truly is. If we don’t
know Him, we can’t assume that we have a relationship with Him that pleases Him. If we don’t know
Him, we can’t be sure that He approves of us. We may be like the five foolish virgins who ran out of
oil and weren’t allowed in the master’s house. And He may say to us, “I do not know you.”

At the end time, nothing else will matter. Does Jesus know you? Have you placed your faith in
Him? Have you turned away from sins that offend Him and turned to Him in obedience? Have you
confessed the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God? Have you been baptized into Christ (that is
immersed in water) for the forgiveness of your sins, as Acts 2:38 teaches? When you’re baptized into
Christ, you become a child of God and precious in His sight. Why not come to Jesus today!

We ask that you focus your heart on God today. If it’s Sunday, why not worship at church today.
Everybody needs a church family, and you do too. There’s probably a church of Christ in your area. If
you’re looking for a healthy, Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one.
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