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Topics subject to change without notice  
 
 
 

MARCH 3 – CHRISTIAN BAPTISM II 
In this program we’ll inductively explore what the Bible teaches about Christian baptism from 
the epistles. We’ll also answer some of the misunderstandings people have about the New 
Testament teaching on baptism. 
 

MARCH 10 – LOVING OTHERS 
One of the ways we love God is by loving others. When the world seeks for true Christianity, 
they look first for a loving spirit among brethren. The great challenge of life is to love others the 
way Jesus loved us. 
 

MARCH 17 – BUT HE LIED 
Many people think it doesn’t matter what you believe, but this notion contains a very low view 
of truth. The Lord wants us to know the truth and to love the truth. We must learn to buy the 
truth and not sell it. 
 

MARCH 24 – THE BLESSED MAN 
Since God is the source of all our blessings, we need to know whom God considers blessed. The 
world’s values and behaviors may seem to benefit people in this life, but God’s values bless a 
man forever. 
 

MARCH 31 – PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 
Being in Christ and his kingdom contains a value greater than all others. When one counts the 
blessings of being a child of God, one quickly sees that being right with God is worth every 
sacrifice.  
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“Christian Baptism II” 
Romans 6:3-7 

 

The Bible teaches many wonderful things about the grace of God and how it works through 
baptism. Today, we’ll explore how God’s grace works in baptism. We want to please God, 
because we love Him. We want to do His will and we have no other intention. God desires that 
we believe, love, and obey Him. And we’re not interested in turning to the right or to the left. We 
simply want to be New Testament Christians who serve the Lord. This lesson is a second in a 
series on Christian baptism. We simply didn’t have enough time in the first lesson to touch on all 
the basics of Christian baptism. In the first lesson we focused on baptism in the four gospel 
accounts and the book of Acts. In this lesson our focus will be on the epistles. 

The Bible says “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
would be holy and blameless” (Ephesians 5:25-27). Here Christ cleanses the church through the 
washing of water by the word. Earlier in Ephesians 1:7 the Bible speaks of how we have 
“redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.” 

How are we cleansed? Is it through the blood of Christ or through the washing of water by the 
word? The answer is both! In the physical sense, we are baptized in water; but in the spiritual 
sense, God washes and redeems us through the blood of Jesus Christ at the time of baptism. 
We’re going to explore this farther. 

Our reading today comes from the book of Romans 6:3-7. “Or do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have 
been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become 
united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is 
freed from sin.”  

The Bible says, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, as Christ Jesus was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in the likeness of His death, then we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 
with him (now here’s the reason) in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, (or 
done away with) so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For the one who has died has 
been set free from sin” (Romans 6:3-7). 

When we are baptized into Christ Jesus, we enter into a relationship with the Lord that we 
didn’t have before that time. Baptism is the time of uniting with Christ. We’re baptized into His 
death; that’s when we come into contact with His blood. His blood is applied to our souls at the 
time of baptism. And that is why Ananias told Saul in Acts 22:16 to be baptized and wash away 
his sins. In baptism we die with Him; we’re buried with Him; and we are raised with Him. In 
baptism we go down into the watery grave, and we’re raised up with Him to walk in newness of 
life. 



  In Search of the Lord’s Way 
 

3/3/2013 Christian Baptism II  2 
 

I’ve heard people complain about baptism. John 3:5 says it is a new birth, and Romans 6 says 
it’s a death. Which is it? It’s both. Before you can be born again you have to die with Christ to 
sin. Before you’re baptized, you are dead in your trespasses and sins. In baptism you die to sin. 
And when you’re raised up with Christ in baptism, you have newness of life—free from sin. The 
old man of sin after baptism is dead, and you can now live a new life devoted to living 
righteously. And just as Jesus did not have newness of life until He was raised from the physical 
grave, so you do not have new life until you are raised with Him in baptism from a watery grave. 

When we are united with Him in baptism, our old man of sin is crucified with Him, that our 
body of sin might be done away and so that we would no longer be slaves of sin. This passage 
never describes baptism as some outward sign. That concept came from men who deny the 
necessity of baptism for salvation. Instead, baptism is the means by which God’s grace unites us 
with Jesus Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. This is how God gets rid of the old man so 
that the new man can live freed from sin. 

The Bible here likens baptism to a burial. To bury a person, you must cover or enclose that 
person up in a grave. Baptism, as we’ve seen, means to dip or to immerse a person in water. The 
act of immersion in water is different than sprinkling or pouring water. One can readily see how 
immersion is like a burial, but sprinkling and pouring are something different. The Christians of 
the New Testament era, the ones you read about there, were immersed and they immersed those 
who wished to become Christians. Immersion in water fits Romans 6:4 and the times, while 
sprinkling and pouring which came many years later does not. 

When we speak of the necessity of baptism to salvation, some usually quote 1 Corinthians 
1:17. In that passage Paul said, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, 
not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.” Some people 
assume baptism is not necessary to salvation; but remember what the Lord Jesus said of baptism 
in John 3:5, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 
(he cannot) enter the kingdom of God.” You see, without the new birth, (and that takes place in 
baptism) you can’t enter God’s kingdom. 

According to John 4:2 Jesus didn’t baptize, but his disciples were baptizing. Paul saw his role 
as one who taught the gospel rather than one who does the baptizing. This doesn’t mean that he 
thought baptism is unnecessary to salvation; it simply means that he had a different function. This 
situation is like the apostles who felt the feeding of the Grecian widows was necessary in Acts 
chapter 6, but they had people select seven other men to do it, while they devoted themselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word. Paul merely devoted himself to preaching, while others did 
the baptizing. 

 
The next passage for us to consider is Galatians 3:26-27 which says, “for in Christ Jesus you 

are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.” In baptism we not only enter Christ, we also clothe ourselves with Christ. We put Him on 
like a garment. When God looks at us as His children by faith, He sees Christ surrounding us. The 
only way you can put on Christ is to be baptized into Him. Faith and repentance are essential to 
our salvation, but baptism is when we put on Christ—and not before. 

Next, let’s look at Colossians 2:12-13. There the Bible says, “having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
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trespasses.” Baptism is a response to God’s powerful working. God is the active one in baptism as 
we noticed last week, and we are the passive ones. God acts and we receive. When I hear people 
say baptism is a work, I agree with them. Baptism is a work that saves; but it is not our work but 
God’s work. Baptism is God working on us. God is the active One, and we are passive. The 
command is a passive imperative, “be baptized.” An active imperative means that you must do 
something. A passive imperative means that you must let someone else act upon you, and in this 
case it is God who acts. In baptism we respond to God’s love and submit to His will so that He 
works on our souls and in our lives. 

In baptism God forgives our sins. In baptism God causes us to be born again. In baptism God 
adds us to His church. In baptism God washes away our sins, God puts us into the death of Christ, 
God buries us with Christ, and God raises us up with Christ. In baptism God saves us. When 
people say, “You don’t have to be baptized to be saved,” they’re showing that they don’t really 
understand baptism. When you exclude baptism from God’s saving grace, you are interfering 
with what God is doing to us and for us. We don’t see baptism as some great work that we do to 
earn our salvation but as a great work that God does! The Bible helps us to understand this. It says 
in Titus 3:3, “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various 
lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.” Oh, 
what a terrible condition it is to be lost in sin and filled with unrighteousness. We were all like 
that before we came to Christ and He helped us. 

Titus 3:4-7 says, “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom 
He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace 
we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 

God acts on us by His mercy and grace in the washing of regeneration (that is the washing that 
causes us to be born again) and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. The early church fathers 
unanimously understood the washing of regeneration to be baptism. And nobody doubted it until 
1500 AD, when men thought the grace of God excluded baptism. God’s grace doesn’t exclude 
baptism; it works through baptism. 

Now let’s consider 1 Peter 3:21, “Baptism, which corresponds to this, (that is Noah and the 
ark) now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Baptism corresponded to Noah’s ark, when 
water cleansed the world by removing the sinful, ancient world. And baptism corresponds to that 
by putting to death or crucifying our old man of sin and allowing us to walk in newness of life. 
Baptism doesn’t remove the dirt of the body. Instead, baptism, according to the Scripture, is “an 
appeal to God for a good conscience.” This is what Ananias was talking about when he told Saul 
of Tarsus in Acts 22:16 to “arise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.” 
In baptism we call on God to wash away our sins and to give us a good conscience. When God 
washes away our sins in baptism, we can see ourselves as different people. We are clean and right 
in God’s sight. God has put away from us all the sin of our past and has saved us with the blood 
of Jesus Christ. We are free from sin, free from guilt, and free from fear. 

When we respond to God in love and faith by repenting of our sins and are baptized, God 
saves us and washes our soul clean. No longer are we separated from God. Before salvation we 
have no hope and no relationship with God. But God saves us through the blood of Christ that’s 
applied in baptism. This opens up a way for us to be justified and reconciled through Christ. 
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A defiled conscience is a terrible thing. It robs us of any confidence before God. God said 
through the prophet Isaiah in chapter 59:1-2, “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not 
hear.” While we are in sin, we can’t have a clear or good conscience; but when God saves us at 
baptism, He grants to us the good conscience that we long for. 

At this point, someone says, “Phil, don’t you know about the household baptisms?” The Bible 
mentions the households of Cornelius, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and Crispus being baptized in 
the book of Acts. Paul also says he baptized the household of Stephanas in First Corinthians. 
“Surely, there must have been some infants or small children among those households,” someone 
says. It’s risky business to assume something that we don’t know. Were there children too small 
to act responsibly among those households? Let’s see! In Acts 10:44-48, Cornelius and his family 
heard the word before they were baptized. They knew what they were doing. The same is true of 
Lydia in Acts 16:14. In Acts 16:34 it says of the household of the Philippian jailer that they 
believed and rejoiced at their obedience. In Acts 18:8 it says that “Crispus, the ruler of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians 
hearing Paul believed and were baptized.” In 1 Corinthians 16:15 the Bible says that the 
household of Stephanas “devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints.” So when you look 
closely at these examples of conversion, they speak of people able to listen, to believe, and to 
obey the Lord—not infants. 

According to early church historian Everett Ferguson, Tertullian made the first explicit 
mention of infant baptism in his essay On Baptism, chapter 18. He opposed it as an innovation, 
mentioning first the innocence of the infants, who did not need the forgiveness of their sins. 
Ferguson noted that Tertullian was expressing the common belief of the early church. Why 
become a Christian? Because you love the Lord, you want to serve and obey Him, you want to 
live the rest of your life as close to God as possible, and because you want eternal life. In Heaven 
with the Lord is the greatest thing you can think of. To become a Christian you must believe and 
obey the gospel. 

Believing Jesus as the Christ means confessing your faith before others. The Lord Jesus said in 
Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” WE 
can’t be saved apart from faith in Christ Jesus. We must be willing to confess Jesus as the Christ, 
the Son of God, and we must treat Him as Lord. It’s hypocritical to say Jesus is Lord but treat His 
teaching as if it were optional. 

True trust in and love for the Lord Jesus means a change of heart. I will leave the way of sin to 
follow the Lord wherever He leads. I’ll deny myself, take up my cross daily and follow Him. 
Love, faith, repentance, and confession are necessary prerequisites to baptism. We don’t immerse 
uncommitted people. We seek a full transformation of their lives. We want them to come out of a 
corrupt and dark world and live in God’s love and truth. 

When out of faith, love, and repentance we come to be baptized, our hearts are thankful for 
what Christ did on the cross. We come out of that water free from sin, united with Christ in his 
burial and resurrection, children of God, born again, and added to the Lord’s church. We’ll know 
we have eternal life, and nothing we’ll ever do is as important as becoming a Christian. 
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“Loving Others” 
 

The highest calling of life is to love God and to love others. How well are you fulfilling 
that calling? Today we’re going to find out what it means to love others. God’s way brings 
peace and unity. It leads people to treat each other fairly and kindly. God’s way is humble and 
compassionate. It’s never selfish, never callous, and never hateful. God’s way builds up rather 
than puffs up; it encourages with hope and comfort rather than manipulates with doubt and 
fear. The more we know about God, the more we will love Him and His teaching. The more 
we follow His ways, the more blessing we’ll see.  Don’t push God out of your life or let others 
lead you away from Him. Love Him, serve Him, and lead others to Him.  

Christian faith can be summed up in two commandments of Jesus found in Mark 12:30-
31, “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” In fact, every commandment in 
Scripture is really an explanation of how to love God and how to love people. We simply can’t 
follow the Lord without loving Him and loving others. 

The Lord Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount gave us what some people call the golden 
rule. The Lord said, “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way that you want them to 
treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). Righteous people, who love 
the Lord, ask the question, “How do I want to be treated?” and they treat others the way they 
would like to be treated. What if everyone followed this golden rule? Wouldn’t our society be 
a better place? 

Our reading today comes from Paul’s epistle to the Colossians 3:12-15. “So, as those who 
have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against any one; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  Beyond all these 
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”  Let’s pray together.  
Father, help us to love one another even as much as You have loved us; and help us to be 
forgiving and kind.  This is our prayer in the name of Jesus, Amen! 

Love is our highest calling. Nothing is more important than loving God and loving other 
people. You’ll likely recall what Paul said, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all that I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.” in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3).  Without love we can’t 
fulfill our purpose; we become empty; and we gain nothing. If love is that important, then we 
ought to learn what love is and how it behaves.  

First, love warms a cold heart. The opposite of love is not hate but apathy or indifference. 
A cold heart can walk on by and never get involved. Negative and hurtful experiences can dull 
the heart, can depress the spirit, and can drive away compassion. Love warms up our hearts, 
makes us alive, and causes us to feel and to act. 

Selfishness and apathy lead people to sit by and do nothing, while others suffer.  First 
John 3:16-18 says, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in 
need and then closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little 
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children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” Love starts in the 
heart but it doesn’t end there. Love doesn’t merely talk about doing something. Love acts!  

Many people today live lonely, isolated lives. Did you know that one fourth of all 
households in America have only one person in them? Researchers say that 40 percent of 
people relate more with others over a cell phone or a computer than they do in real life. Many 
family gatherings have little conversation these days, but a lot of texting. I visited a home 
recently, and the first thing that the host did was to ban all use of smart phones. He wanted us 
to talk. I recently read that the number of people who have no one to discuss important matters 
with has tripled in the last twenty years. Loneliness can lead to depression and illness. We 
need each other; we need to love and to be loved; and that’s essential to life. 

Second, love sacrifices its will and itself for another’s best interest. Love is never self-
seeking or self-serving. First Corinthians 13:5 says love “does not seek its own.” Another 
version says, “it does not insist on its own way.” Love puts itself last and others first. Love 
seeks to please more than it seeks to win. Love tries to understand by seeing things through 
another’s eyes. God urges us, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look 
out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others” Philippians 2:3-4 

Many years ago, Francis of Assisi prayed a prayer worth remembering; he prayed, “Lord, 
make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we 
are born again to eternal life.” 

Third, when problems and conflicts arise, love seeks reconciliation. The Bible says, “If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” (Romans 12:18). God has 
always wanted His people to have a compassionate and understanding heart. Philippians 4:5 
says, “Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.” We need this gentle 
spirit, one that is sweet and reasonable rather than one that stays angry and grows hateful.   

Sometimes that means humbly and sincerely apologizing to those whom we have 
wronged. The Lord taught, “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before 
the altar and you go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your 
offering” (Matthew 5:23-24). If you know that you have offended someone, don’t wait until 
that person confronts you, go to him or her and get it straightened out. 

Sometimes others offend us. Love moves us to want to remain friends and to forgive, so 
it’s willing to go privately and humbly to the other to work things out. The Lord Jesus said, “If 
your brother sins (and then some versions say “sins against you”), you go and you show him 
his fault in private; and if he listens to you, you have won your brother” (Matthew 18:15). Our 
world would be a much better place if two people at odds with each other would follow this 
teaching. Instead of trying to resolve an issue, many grumble and gossip. Proverbs 16:28 says, 
“A perverse man spreads strife, And a slanderer separates intimate friends.” Other people 
whenever they have problems seek revenge to get even. Instead of making the problem worse, 
love on the other hand strives for reconciliation, to get them back together. Love values 
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talking to someone rather than talking about someone. Gossip is still gossip no matter who is 
doing it or who is hearing it. 

We can solve many problems by simply asking some questions. People often assume the 
worst about others and accuse them of wrongdoing before they know the whole truth. 
Proverbs 18:17 says, “The first to plead his case seems right, until another comes and 
examines him.” We may get hurt or angry when we hear part of the story but don’t know all 
the facts. Sometimes hearing the rest of the story can help us to understand what really 
happened and why. A few more facts can change our thinking entirely. 

I’m reminded of the old story about a fellow at a street corner pushing his wife as a car 
was approaching. We might at first get all excited about a man pushing his wife as a car 
approached, but, we have to determine what the man was trying to do. If he pushed his wife 
into the path of the car, he is certainly responsible if any harm comes to her. But, what if he 
pushed her out of the path of the car, and endangered himself. Wouldn’t we admire him? 
Knowing the facts can make a huge difference. Let’s not be so quick to judge.  

Fourth, love knows how to forgive. The Bible says, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” 
(Ephesians 4:31-32). Knowing that God had enough love to forgive us of our many, many 
sins, we should be willing to forgive others over their few sins. God’s Word simply says that, 
“love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). Love learns to put offenses behind and to go 
on. First Corinthians 13:7-8 says, “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never fails.” Love never quits. 

Whether we can forgive another is not really some small matter; it actually affects our 
salvation. God expects us to forgive, if we wish to be forgiven. The Lord Jesus said, “For if 
you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if 
you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matthew 6:14-
15). People who want to experience the grace of God have obligations to show mercy to 
others. James 2:13 says, “For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. 
And mercy triumphs over judgment.” If we wish to be forgiven, we must learn to forgive. 

When God forgives us, He no longer holds our sins and trespasses against us. Sometimes 
we confuse forgiving with forgetting. We can forgive a sin, even if we can’t forget it. 
Forgiveness is not forgetting; it’s forgetting against. Second Corinthians 5:19 says, “God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them.” Our 
sins are a matter of history. God’s grace touches our hearts, because He dealt with our sins 
rather than because He ignored them or denied them. Because Jesus suffered for our sins, God 
does not count them against us. The fact of our sins has not disappeared, but the guilt for our 
sin has. God has forgiven us. 

Fifth, love will tell us what we need to hear, not what we want to hear. God’s Word says, 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy” (Proverbs 27:6). 
Honesty from a true friend, even when it hurts, is far more loving than half-truths and flattery 
from someone who means to do us harm. The devil will tell us what we want to hear, whether 
it’s true or not; but the Lord will tell us what we need to hear to bless our lives, even if it hurts. 
Even if it hurts our feelings for a short time, He is going to tell us the truth. 

The very best thing that we can do for a friend is to introduce him or her to Jesus Christ 
and the gospel. The gospel is good news of salvation and hope. People need the gospel story 
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of Jesus Christ. They need to know that He died on the cross for their sins, that He was buried, 
and then He rose again on the third day. They need to know about His loving grace and His 
call for them to repent and obey. 

Sixth, loving others means serving others. First Peter 4:10 says, “As each has received a 
gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:” Whatever talent we 
possess we should use it to bless the lives of others. Galatians 6:10 says, “So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 
faith.”    

Two brothers lived on little farms that adjoined one another.  One of them was single, and 
the other married.  One year the wheat crop was cut short by the drought, so each man had 
barely enough for his own needs. One night the married man lay awake thinking of his 
brother.  He said, “The poor man is single and doesn’t have the comfort and happiness of a 
home as I do.  He’s worried about his harvest. I’ll get up and I’ll carry some of my sheaves 
into his field and he’ll be happier.” On the same night, the bachelor lay sleepless and thinking 
of his brother. “The poor fellow is married, and he carries burdens and cares that I don’t have. 
He’s doubtless worried about his small wheat field.  I want to get up and I’m going to carry 
some of my wheat into his field, and when he sees it, he’ll be happier.” Out of the darkness of 
the night those two brothers went, each lugging wheat into the other’s field.  The moon came 
out suddenly from behind a cloud, and they stood facing each other with wheat-sheaves under 
their arms. This is the power of brotherly love – it moves men; it unites brothers and sisters; 
and it supplies each other’s needs.   

Why have we spent this time talking about love? Without love in our hearts we’re empty 
beings. Without love, our lives are filled with loneliness and sadness. Without love, we’ve 
failed our purpose, and we have no value, and we make no gains. We need the love of Jesus in 
our hearts and in our lives.  Let’s pray together.  O Father, we are thankful that You have 
loved us so much, and through Jesus has taught us what it means to love others.  Help us to 
love You and to love one another.  In Jesus’ name, Amen!   

God’s Holy Word teaches us how to treat one another. The Lord Jesus said, “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:34-35). The Lord wants us to love each other the same way He loves us. 
How has He loved us?  Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down 
his life for his friends” (John 15:13). The Lord Jesus loved us with a great love, because He 
died for us. 

When we love one another the way Jesus loved us, people begin to see Christ living in us. 
Loving others like Jesus did identifies us as Christians. It’s not the only mark of a Christian, 
but it’s a necessary one. Are you kind to others? Do you forgive others or you hold grudges? 
Are you compassionate or do you have a closed heart? Do you seek peace or do you get even? 
Do you have a sweet spirit of reasonableness or are you constantly grumbling? Do you try to 
resolve conflicts or do you gossip and slander others? Do you love like Jesus loves? 

When the love of Jesus is in your heart, you’ll make a change in your life.  To become a 
Christian you must believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and be willing to confess 
Him in the presence of others. You must cease doing evil and follow Christ in repentance. 
And, you must be baptized into Christ, immersed in water for the forgiveness of your sins.  
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“But He Lied” 
 
If you love the Lord, do you also love the truth? Today we’re going to see the difference 

between the truth and a lie. So stay with us. We search the Scriptures because we know that the 
Bible is inspired. God breathed out the words that are found in Scripture. God willed every 
single word found there. Because God is all-knowing and utterly wise, but He never lies, we 
can trust what we read in Scripture. Humans, on the other hand, don’t know everything and are 
often fooled. We can’t always trust people, so we must measure what we hear by God’s Holy 
Word.  

Pontius Pilate once asked Jesus the question, “What is the truth?” He must not have been 
paying attention, because Jesus had actually given him an answer to that question. The Lord 
Jesus said, “For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world – to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice” (John 18:37). The 
more we listen closely to the Lord Jesus, the more we’ll understand the truth. 

The Lord Jesus promised, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of 
Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free” (John 8:31-32) Every 
word that Jesus spoke was the truth. Because of Jesus we can know what is right and wrong; 
we can know about our God; and we have an infallible standard by which to judge all things. 
Jesus gives us everything we need to know about eternal life, and salvation, and godliness. He 
said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6). We need to listen to the Lord Jesus, because He will never lead us astray. 

Our reading today comes from 1 Kings 13:15-18. “Then he said to him, ‘Come home with 
me and eat bread.’  He said, ‘I cannot return with you, nor go with you, nor will I eat bread or 
drink water with you in this place.  For a command came to me by the word of the Lord, ‘You 
shall eat no bread, nor drink water there; do not return by going the way which you came.’ And 
he said to him, ‘I also am a prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord, 
saying, ‘Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.’ But he 
lied to him.”  That’s a reading from God’s Holy Word.  Let’s pray together.  O Father, help us 
to believe what You have taught us rather than listen to those who might not teach us the truth.  
Help us to always consider everything by the measure of Your Word, the Scripture.  This is our 
prayer in the name of Jesus, Amen! 

After King Solomon died, his son Rehoboam took the throne. Solomon had sinned against 
God greatly; and because of his idolatry God said that He would tear apart the kingdom.  Then 
Rehoboam came along and he was immature and greedy for power; and the people rejected 
him; and this brought about the division of Israel from Judah. Jeroboam, who became the 
leader of these ten tribes to the north of Israel, caused Israel to sin by making two golden calves 
and placing them in the cities of Bethel and Dan. Jeroboam feared the people would go back to 
Jerusalem and return to the Lord, so he told the people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long 
enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 
12:28). Jeroboam claimed that his golden calves represented the God who led Israel out of 
Egypt. He incited the people to offer sacrifices and burn incense to the golden calves which he 
had made. They could never, of course, be God. The second of the Ten Commandments says, 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
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the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments” 
(Exodus 20:4-6).  

You have to wonder how the people of Israel could depart from God’s teaching and believe 
such an outright lie. They had to ignore almost everything they knew about God in order to 
follow Jeroboam’s false and humanly-contrived religion. They ignored the truth about God. 
I’m reminded of Paul’s statement in Romans 1:25 about people who “exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator.” How can 
something man-made create mankind? Of course, those golden calves were not gods. 

God saw what Jeroboam did and He decided to send a man of God, a prophet, to the altar at 
Bethel, where Jeroboam was, and to speak out against the king. This man of God, at God’s 
direction and command, predicted a sign or a miracle.  He said, “This is the sign that the LORD 
has spoken: ‘Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that are on it shall be poured 
out’” (1 Kings 13:3).  It happened just as God said that very day. The altar was split apart, and 
the ashes were poured out. The man of God left Bethel, going home by a different route and 
refusing to eat bread or drink water. 

First Kings 13 tells us of an old prophet who chased down this man of God and said, “Come 
home with me and eat bread.” The man of God replied, “I may not return with you, or go in 
with you, neither will I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place, for it was said to me by 
the word of the Lord, ‘You shall neither eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by the way 
that you came.’” The old prophet, however, was not content. So, in 1 Kings 13:18-19 we see a 
sad story. The old prophet said, “I also am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by 
the word of the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with you into your house that he may eat bread 
and drink water.’ But he lied to him.” So the man of God went back with this older prophet; he 
ate bread in his house; he drank water. Apparently the man of God placed his trust in what the 
lying prophet said rather than what God Himself had told him to do.  

Because of his disobedience, God punished the man of God. A lion met him on the way and 
killed him. Because he believed a lie, he suffered the wrath of God. Some people say it doesn’t 
matter what you believe as long as you love God. That isn’t so! It does matter what you 
believe. The man of God had to learn that the hard way. I hope that you won’t make that 
mistake. If you believe a lie, it could cost you your soul. 

The apostle Paul wrote to the churches of Galatia, warning them not to follow a false 
gospel. Paul said, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – not that there is another one, but there are 
some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from 
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one (that) we preached to you, let him be 
accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one (that) you received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:6-9). 

Even if the source seems credible, such as an angel from heaven, we must not distort what 
God says and turn it into a falsehood, a lie. Many people, frankly, are deceived by distorted, 
twisted gospels today. They think they believe the truth, when they have placed their 
confidence in a distortion of the truth. There is but one gospel, and anything contrary to that 
one gospel is dangerous to the soul.  That’s what the Bible says! 

Christians must be in the business of helping people to distinguish truth from error. That 
means, because we love people and we want them to be saved, we must proclaim the truth and 



  In Search of the Lord’s Way 
 

3/17/2013 But He Lied 3 - 3 
 

expose what is false. It’s not mean-spirited, but loving, to expose error and to help people learn 
the truth. James 5:19-20 says, “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one 
turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”  

The apostle Paul taught Timothy, “The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, (no) 
but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who 
are in opposition; if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the 
truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been 
held captive by him to do his will” (2 Timothy 2: 24-26). Our task as humble and gentle 
servants of God is to help people who are in error to find the truth, to help them go to heaven. I 
would rather tell people the truth that hurts for a little while than to tell people a lie that causes 
them to be lost eternally.  It matters what we believe! 

Adolf Hitler once boasted, “By the skillful and sustained use of propaganda, one can make a 
people see even heaven as hell or an extremely wretched life as paradise.” Hitler told many 
outrageous lies. He held that if you tell a big enough lie and tell it frequently enough, it’ll be 
believed. He realized that people would fall for a big lie quicker than they would for a little 
one. By telling lies, Hitler and the Nazis were able to slaughter eleven million people in his 
death camps. The more outrageous the lie, the more some become gullible. The old song says 
that if you’re not willing to stand for something, you’ll fall for anything. What we must do is 
stand with God and with His Word, the Bible. 

The difference between the truth and a lie is as great as the difference between God and the 
devil. The Lord Jesus is the source of truth, but the devil has always been a liar. The Lord Jesus 
described the devil this way, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

While the devil speaks lies he pretends to be a follower of God. He wants everyone to think 
he is moral and true, but he has no intention of being moral or being true to people and telling 
the truth. He is out to fool people into following his error. Second Corinthians 11:14-15 says, 
“No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising 
if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be 
according to their deeds.” Being religious doesn’t make a person righteous, and calling oneself 
a preacher or a prophet doesn’t guarantee what one says is true.  

Many people, like Pilate, have, frankly, given up on trying to find the truth when it’s really 
staring them right in the face. Some people don’t want to know the truth, and some have no 
love for the truth. Because sin is in their lives and they want the pleasure of sin, many people 
would rather believe a lie than take the steps necessary to believe the truth. We don’t like to 
call sin, this day and time, sinful, so we lie to ourselves about when life begins or whether 
marriage matters. We don’t like to think of anyone as being wrong, so we decide that just every 
doctrine is right. We don’t like to think of anybody as being lost, so we consider everyone 
saved. Someone doesn’t like the teaching of the necessity of baptism for salvation, so they 
decide that baptism isn’t necessary. People don’t want to admit that there is but one gospel, so 
they will think any gospel is true. People don’t like to admit that there is one faith, so they 
believe every road takes you to heaven. But the fact of the matter is many people fool 
themselves.  People are not the measure of truth; God is and His Word declares His truth!  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/adolfhitle393655.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/adolfhitle393655.html
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No matter how strongly we believe something is right, it’s false if it contradicts what the 
Lord says in His Word, the Bible. We need to know that the Lord Jesus takes His Word 
seriously, even if we don’t. The Lord said, “The one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. For I have not 
spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a 
commandment – what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal 
life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me” (John 12:48-50). The Lord Jesus 
knew His words were the measure of truth and would affect our salvation. If we reject His 
words, we’ll be lost; but if we abide by His words, we can know the truth and we can be saved. 

When believing the truth is demanding, but believing a lie is convenient and popular, many 
people choose to believe the lie. They believe what they want to believe, and they’ll find 
preachers and teachers who will tell them what they want to hear. They get complacent and 
insist that their lie is really the truth. They’ll do nearly anything rather than listen to what God 
has actually said. Solomon urges us, “Buy truth, and do not sell it, Get wisdom and instruction 
and understanding” (Proverbs 23:23). Buying the truth comes at a high price. It means being 
honest enough to admit that what we have heard in the past may not be true.  

Why are we speaking like this? Because many people in our religious world no longer value 
the truth, and they have bought into lies. We need to be like the noble Bereans. “Now these 
Jews (that is in Berea) were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, (and they were) examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were 
so” (Acts 17:11). Have you searched the Scriptures to find out if what you believe is so? Or 
have you simply accepted what people have told you? Have you tested the truthfulness of what 
you believe by a serious study of God’s Word? Have you taken time to buy the truth? 

As humans, most of us have faced the bitter reality that what we once believed was right 
was actually wrong. We all get fooled, but we aren’t left without hope. We can know the truth. 
Jesus promised we could in John 8:32, and that God desires all men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). God revealed the truth in His Word, the Bible; but 
we must take the time to search it out, believe it, and obey it. It’s not enough to know the 
Word. We must let it touch our hearts, to shape our lives. Ignorance causes confusion, and lies 
cause chaos, but knowledge of God and His Word leads to order and wisdom. 

James 1:22-25 says, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” If we do nothing with 
what we have learned from God, we’ve robbed ourselves of a blessing. 

If your heart and soul aren’t right with God, don’t lie to yourself that everything is ok. You 
need to follow the perfect law, the law of liberty! To become a Christian, to be free from sin, 
you must believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. Repent of your sins; follow God’s will. 
Confess Jesus as the Christ and be baptized, immersed in water, for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And, do it today! 
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“The Blessed Man” 
 
Who is the most blessed person that you know? Today we’re going to explore the person that 

God considers blessed, which might surprise you. The Bible says in Isaiah 55:8-9, “For My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than 
your thoughts.” If we rely only on our own judgment, then we’re likely to miss God’s marvelous 
teaching and His plans for us. We must turn to God’s own word to find out His ways that are as 
high as the heavens.  

When we speak of someone being blessed, we generally think of someone who has some 
great advantage over others. Perhaps he’s well-educated, or financially independent; perhaps he’s 
famous, or a great athlete; or perhaps he is healthy and attractive. One might have many fine 
attributes, or characteristics, as far as this world is concerned, but we’re here speaking of what 
God calls blessed. We are more than physical beings; and the true blessings of life are not 
physical but spiritual, not temporary but eternal. 

The Lord Jesus told the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, “that which is exalted among 
men is detestable in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). Isn’t that interesting? He didn’t speak this to 
Gentiles or to unfaithful Jews but to Pharisees who thought they were better than others. They had 
their values and their priorities all messed up. People often think they know what’s best for 
themselves. They know what they like or what they want, but what they want is frequently not 
what is best for them. They end up settling for earthly blessings that perish rather than finding 
heavenly blessings that last forever. God’s ways are always best! 

Our reading today comes from Psalm 1. “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 
counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.  He will be like a 
tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And its leaf does not 
wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.  The wicked are not so, But they are like chaff 
which the wind drives away.  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in 
the assembly of the righteous.  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the 
wicked will perish.” Let’s pray together.  Father, help us to live in such a way that we not only 
understand the things that You have taught us but we meditate upon them and obey them.  This is 
our prayer in the name of Jesus.  Amen! 

The Hebrew word for “blessed” in Psalm 1 is in the plural, describing the fullness of God’s 
blessings. The Lord’s blessings make one full of true joy. God wants to give us both physical and 
spiritual blessings, enough to make us completely happy. A person blessed of God will not lack 
even one of the ingredients of real happiness. When the psalmist describes the blessed man as a 
righteous man, he is doing us a favor. To be truly happy, God asks us to be truly holy. Goodness 
and holiness are the way to happiness; and a righteous man never regrets knowing God or living 
for God. 

Peter wrote, “To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and 
humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for 
you were called for this very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. For, ‘The one who desires 
life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 
He must turn away from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the 
Lord are toward the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil.’” (1 Peter 3:8-12). 
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The godly person draws his strength from meditating on the Word of God.  This meditation 
involves study, and then turning it over and over in their heart and mind, and treasuring up the 
truths. The blessed man wants to think about God’s Word; it’s his delight. It’s not a pastime or a 
hobby, but his passion. David didn’t think studying the Law of God was a drudgery. We’re 
speaking here of books like Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. David knew that whatever the 
Law said to Israel, it was for “our good.” He remembered the words of Moses, “Now, Israel, what 
does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His 
ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
and to keep the LORD’S commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for 
your good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13).   

 The apostle John said, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and 
His commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3). The godly person, rather than making fun 
of God’s ways and feeling enslaved and burdened by His teaching, regards the Scripture as his 
delight. He sees the utter value and benefit of living for God and doing what is right. He has 
grown to see God’s wisdom and His blessing in every passage of Scripture. He hungers for the 
truth and for righteousness. The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6). God is on our side. He has always been 
on our side. He wants us to be saved, and to know the truth, and to live holy and happy lives.  

The Law, the precepts and commandments of God, are more than a restrictive code of do’s 
and don’ts. The psalmist describes the utter value of God’s Law in Psalm 19:7-11.  He said, “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant 
warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” 

God takes note of those whose heart belongs to Him. The prophet Hanani told Asa the king, 
“For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support 
those whose heart is completely His.” (2 Chronicles 16:9). We don’t realize it, but God is 
searching our hearts to find if we are devoted to Him. He wants to strongly support and bless us, 
and He will if our hearts completely belong to Him.  

On the other side of the coin, God is hesitant to help the person who can’t make up his mind 
whether he wants to serve God or not. James 1:5-8 says, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he 
must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven 
and tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the 
Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” Does your heart belong to God, or 
are you doubting and double-minded in your ways?  

Some want to redefine “happy” or “blessed” in ways that allow them to participate in sinful 
pleasures. They think the pleasures of sin for a season will make them happy and content. But 
sinful pleasures never last; in the end they end up destroying. If sin were not pleasurable, people 
wouldn’t be attracted to it. Satan knows that, so he makes sinful behaviors pleasurable. So, naïve 
people fall for Satan’s schemes. Sin deceives, and enslaves, and destroys every single time. As an 
example of this, think of what Solomon says about the person who lingers over wine in Proverbs 
23:29-35. He said, “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has 
complaining? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? Those who linger long 
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over wine, Those who go to taste mixed wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it 
sparkles in the cup, When it goes down smoothly; (he says) At the last it bites like a serpent, And 
stings like a viper. Your eyes will see strange things, And your mind will utter perverse things. 
And you will be like one who lies down in the middle of the sea, Or like one who lies down at the 
top of a mast. They struck me, (someone says) but I did not become ill; They beat me, and I did 
not know it. When shall I awake? I will seek another drink.”  

People who give themselves to sinful pleasure rarely consider the full consequences of their 
sin. No one sets out to get enslaved or addicted to sin. They forget that sin has a very high price 
not only in this life but also in the life to come. They imagine many times that they’re the 
exception to the rule; that they won’t get hurt; but inevitably they do hurt themselves by their sins 
and usually hurt other people.  

Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this 
will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” Paul, in these verses said, 
“Don’t be deceived”; and he said that because people lie to themselves. They think by sowing to 
the flesh they will be blessed and they’ll find happiness; but sowing to the flesh only reaps sorrow 
and corruption. It is only by sowing to the Spirit that one can find eternal life.  

Jesus wanted people to follow God and to avoid the pitfall of sin, so He spoke to their hearts.  
He described who is blessed in the Sermon on the Mount. The Lord said, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called (the) sons of God. Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you and 
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” (Matthew 5:3-12). 

What the Lord calls blessed is quite different from what the world thinks of as blessed. Jesus 
appeals to virtuous ways that lead to blessing rather than all the worldly strengths that we think 
are so important.  

First, the Lord says, “blessed are the poor in spirit.” The person who is poor in spirit is 
actually destitute in himself; he realizes his utter need and dependence upon God. Our lives will 
never improve spiritually until we realize our utter need for God. When we’re willing to give 
ourselves to God, then we can find His kingdom. 

Second, the Lord sees the one who mourns as one who is blessed. He is not speaking here of 
mourning the death of a loved one. He is speaking of mourning over sin. Until a person mourns 
his own sin and decides to change his life; his life will be filled with heartache. Once we see how 
God’s ways are so much better than the world’s, we grieve that we ever followed the world. God 
will comfort the person who mourns sin and seeks forgiveness. God will bless him with peace and 
hope. 

Third, the Lord calls the gentle blessed. A gentle or meek person is not one who is timid or 
weak. He’s the strong person who has mastered his strength. He doesn’t use his strengths to hurt 
or to control others.  No! He’s kind and compassionate, loving and self-controlled. He uses his 
strength to bless others; and that’s why he will inherit the earth. 
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Fourth, the Lord blesses and satisfies one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness. They 
don’t want anything to come between themselves and God. God blesses the man who yearns for a 
right relationship with God, and he wants God’s righteous ways for everyone. Righteousness 
means God’s ways are paramount to all that we think or do. We can’t settle and we won’t settle 
for less. A righteous man won’t compromise his faith or his morals. He won’t tolerate sin, because 
he knows that a small compromise today will lead to the rejection of God tomorrow. Blessed is 
the man who hungers for God, and God will bless him. 

Fifth, the Lord blesses the merciful. A merciful person provides for others what they cannot 
provide for themselves. He meets their needs. Sometimes mercy entails forgiveness, and 
sometimes it means giving food and clothing. Being merciful means putting ourselves in another 
person’s place so that we treat them the way that we want to be treated. Mercy is compassion in 
action. When we are merciful to others, God is merciful to us.  

Sixth, the Lord blesses those who are pure in heart. To be pure in heart means our devotion 
to God is not tainted with other things. Rather we’re single-minded in our decisions, in our 
thoughts, and in our behavior. We know we belong to God, and that one day we will see God. 

Seventh, God blesses the peacemakers. Peacemakers want God’s peace and God’s ways to 
overrule personal desires. They help people to rise above pettiness and selfishness to embrace the 
love and the harmony that’s found in the will of God.  God brought peace to the world in Christ, 
and peacemakers are God’s true children. 

Last, the Lord blesses those who endure insult and persecution for His name. Taking a stand 
for what is right isn’t popular in this world. Believers may face hardship now, but God will 
reward them in heaven for their suffering. We’ll find comfort and see many things more clearly in 
heaven. On that day we won’t regret, not one bit, standing strong with the Lord, because the Lord 
will stand with us.  Let’s pray together.  Heavenly Father, we’re grateful that in Your Word You 
give us so much understanding and wisdom so that we can be Your blessed people.  Help us, 
Heavenly Father, to meditate on Your Word and to follow it.  In Jesus’ name, Amen!   

Jeremiah, the prophet of God, said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his 
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but 
let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who 
exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares 
the LORD.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24). 

The greatest and only eternal treasure that we possess is our relationship with the Lord. 
Nothing else will matter when the Day of Judgment arrives. Do you understand and know Him? 
Are you close to Him? Are you right with Him? To enjoy God’s blessing and grace, you must get 
right with Him. 

To get right with God, you must love and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Believe that He 
died for your sins, that He arose from the dead, and that He is your Lord. Because you believe, 
you must turn from your sins in repentance and turn to the ways of the Lord. Becoming a 
Christian is a transformation of life, leaving the old man of sin to become like Christ. And, with 
your love, faith, and repentance, confess your faith and be baptized into Christ. Baptism is an 
immersion in water for the forgiveness of your sins. Baptism is the time when God buries that old 
man of sin and raises you up to walk in newness of life according to Romans 6:3-7.  

Baptism is when God acts upon you, making you His child, adding you to the church, 
forgiving your sins, and giving you eternal life. What are you waiting for? The Bible says in Acts 
22:16, “Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.” Won’t you do that 
today? 
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“The Pearl of Great Price” 
 

Is there anything so valuable to you that you would sell everything you own to possess it? 
Today we’re going to see how valuable Jesus holds His kingdom, the church, to be. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s means of reaching lost souls. Romans 1:16 says, “the gospel is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” The Bible gives us great reason to 
believe in Jesus as the Christ and to love the God who created us and sustains us each day. If 
you believe and love the Lord, you’ll want to obey Him and live for Him all your life.  

Years ago my mother gave Jackie and me a precious treasure that she made with her own 
hands, a beautiful quilt made from silks and satins. It has bright colors – red, blue, green, gold, 
pink and purple. Each stitch, she said, was made with love. I treasure that quilt, not only for its 
own beauty, but even more so because she made it. I treasure her. Her quilt is valuable in its 
own right for the materials and hours that she put into it, but that’s not why it’s valuable to me. 
To me, it’s priceless, an irreplaceable heirloom, made with love.  

The Lord, too, has given us great treasures in Jesus Christ; they’re given in love. We have 
the forgiveness of sin, eternal life, the peace that passes understanding, a home in heaven, the 
joy of our salvation, and the Word of God to guide us each day. God’s treasures are priceless, 
because they affect our souls and they are everlasting. These treasures are available to us, but 
we’ve got to be willing to sacrifice other things in order to possess them. What we give up is 
hardly worth anything compared to what we gain in Christ. We must take advantage of the 
opportunity to follow Jesus. 

Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to Matthew 13:44-46.  “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field; which a man found and hid again; and 
from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” Let’s pray together.  Father, we are so grateful 
for Your love and that You have given us great treasures.  Help us, Father, to value them in 
our hearts and in our lives.  This is our prayer in the name of Jesus.  Amen! 

There are many kinds of treasures. Some are valuable monetarily; some are valuable to the 
heart; but I want to talk about the treasures of the soul. These are treasures that last beyond 
this life; they are eternal. The treasures of the soul are the real treasures; and if you possess 
them, you have everything. But, without them, you have nothing that will last. 

First, I believe God is a treasure. Having a relationship with God is the greatest of 
treasures. God is our Creator, our Savior, our sustainer, our hope, and our life. God loves us, 
hears our prayers, provides for us, and guides us.  Isaiah said, “The Lord is exalted, for he 
dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness, and he will be the stability of 
your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is Zion’s 
treasure” (Isaiah 33:5-6). It matters that the Lord God, the one that you read about in your 
Bible, is your God. If money is your god, then you will be disappointed, because you can 
never get enough of it. Solomon said, “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble with it” (Proverbs 15:16). If pleasure is your god, you’ll tire of it. If work 
is your god, what will you do when you get too old to work? The only God of any value is the 
God who will not perish, the One who is above this physical world – the God of heaven, the 
God of the Bible – Jehovah God. God is so good to us all.  
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Second, Christ is a treasure. Paul wrote, “For I want you to know how great a struggle I 
have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, that their 
hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of the full 
assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:1-3). There is nothing more 
precious, more spiritual, wiser, purer, or more loving than simple New Testament Christianity. 
We’re thankful that we have Jesus as our Lord and Savior. He is indeed the Christ, the 
Messiah, who brought life and truth and salvation to this world. We may easily say that in 
Christ we have, “A love that can never be fathomed; A life that can never die; 
A righteousness that can never be tarnished; A peace that can never be understood; A rest that 
can never be disturbed; A joy that can never be diminished; A hope that can never be 
disappointed; A glory that can never be clouded; A happiness that can never be interrupted; 
A light that can never be darkened; A strength that can never be enfeebled; A beauty that can 
never be marred; A purity that can never be defiled; A wisdom that can never be baffled.”  
These are resources that can never be exhausted.   

It’s no wonder the apostle Paul, though he was a respected Jew, gave it all up for Jesus 
Christ. He was indeed a blue blood, a Hebrew of Hebrews, a Pharisee, a persecutor of the 
church, blameless, and respected. However, he said, “whatever things were gain to me, those 
things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss 
in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:7-
8). To him nothing was more important than knowing Jesus Christ.  

Christ was on his heart and mind day and night.  He said, “For to me, to live is Christ and 
to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Paul gladly sacrificed himself for the cause of Christ. He 
didn’t count his own life as dear to himself, if he could fulfill his ministry to preach the gospel, 
according to Acts 20:24. He said, “For I am determined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). That was the focus of his life – it was his 
treasure! I hope that it is also yours. I know that I can’t live without the Lord Jesus in my life.   

Third, heaven is a treasure. Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or 
steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). We live 
only a short time on this earth, and we’ve got to prepare for the time when we cross beyond 
this life. We must treasure our eternal home. What treasures are you laying up for heaven? 
They won’t be earthly treasures, but heavenly. Perhaps it’s a friend whom you’ve led to 
Christ. Perhaps it’s a gift that you gave to the Lord to bless others. It’s only what you give to 
God that survives this life. Everything else will perish. Your life here is just a vapor that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Don’t waste your life today by failing to 
prepare for eternity.  

The Lord Jesus told this parable in Luke 12:16-21; “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 
crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and (I will) build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; (you rest), eat, drink, (and) be merry.’ But God said to 
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him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  You 
may think you have all the right strings to pull, but there is something that never belongs to 
you – and that’s your soul. You’ll either spend your eternity with God or without Him. What 
are you doing with your life?  

Fourth, the Word of God is a treasure. Solomon said, “My son, if you will receive my 
words and treasure my commandments within you, Make your ear attentive to wisdom, (and) 
Incline your heart to understanding; For if you cry for discernment, Lift your voice for 
understanding; If you seek her as silver And search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you 
will discern the fear of the LORD And discover the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives 
wisdom; (and) From His mouth come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:1-6). 
Solomon spends nearly ten chapters of the book of Proverbs trying to get his son’s attention. 
He wants his son to hear what he has to say, because he realizes what a treasure the truth is.  

Solomon said, “Buy the truth, and do not sell it; get wisdom and instruction and 
understanding” (Proverbs 23:23). Truth is available to everyone, but it’s not cheap. You have 
to search it out of the pages of the Bible; and the more you study, the greater treasure you’ll 
find there. Many people are spiritually impoverished, because they’ve never studied the Word 
of God. They’re willing to accept whatever they hear from others, never questioning. If 
someone tells you a lie, and you believe it, you’ve missed the truth and the wisdom that it 
brings. Acts 17:11 says the Bereans “were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 
those things were so.” I hope you’re also examining the Scriptures.   

David said, “Your word I have treasured up in my heart, that I might not sin against You” 
(Psalm 119:11). The Word of God treasured up, cherished, has great ability to help us in a 
time of temptation. In Matthew 4, when the devil tempted Jesus, the Lord answered every 
challenge with a quotation from the Word of God. He boldly told Satan, “It is written.”  This 
might be better translated, “It stands written.”  That is, God wrote it; and it’s still authoritative, 
still true, and still teaches us how to live. The Lord Jesus says, “It is written, man shall not live 
by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). The 
Word of God makes us alive, and it will last. Everybody is interested in things that last. The 
Lord said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20). That’s 
what we need.      

Fifth, the church is a treasure. Some people ignore or put down the church, but how these 
people think and how Christ thinks are two different things. The church is the Lord’s treasure. 
He treasures the church more than we can imagine. The church is not a building, but people.  
God treasures every member of His church. Peter said to the church, “But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10). 

God sees in the church a people for his own possession. They are precious, chosen, 
cherished, and beloved. He considers every member of the church a royal priest, called out of 
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the darkness of this world and called into His marvelous light. The church is His means of 
telling the world about the excellencies of God and of His Christ. God treasures His people, 
and you can tell how much He values her by what He is willing to give for the church.  

Acts 20:28 says simply that Christ purchased the church with His own blood. Christ gave 
up everything for the church. God can manufacture gold and silver very easily. He owns the 
cattle on a thousand hills. Things don’t matter to God, but the blood of Jesus is something else. 
The Lord poured out His blood for the church.  We should treasure the things that Jesus 
treasures and love the church the way that Jesus loves it.  

The Lord Jesus taught, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field; which 
a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it” (Matthew 13:44-46). 

Hidden treasures today are rare. In the ancient biblical world, however, they were 
common. Israel, which was a land bridge between Egypt and the East, was repeatedly invaded, 
and ravaged, and captured. To protect themselves, people hid treasure in the ground, in walls, 
in tree trunks, or wherever they could find. On some occasions they would die or were 
captured, and no one knew where the treasure was hidden.  

These parables talk about the kingdom, and the kingdom is the church. I hope that you 
have found the kingdom of God in one of the churches of Christ near you. Become a part of a 
local church and treasure it. I know that the church isn’t perfect; but it is divine in origin. 
When the church lives the way God intended it to live, there’s nothing in all the world better 
and more noble than the church of the Lord.  I want everyone to be a member of that church.  
Let’s pray together.  Father, we are so grateful for Your love and for all the treasures that You 
have given to us.  And, Father, we pray that we may value them; that we may be able to give 
everything so that we might serve You.  This is our prayer in the name of Jesus.  Amen! 

The Lord Jesus said, and we’re emphasizing, “But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:20-21). What are your 
treasures? I hope that God, and Christ, and heaven, the Word, and the church are your 
treasures.  I hope you’ve obeyed the gospel and have received the priceless grace of Christ.  

But let me ask, “How much do you treasure the blood of Christ, the forgiveness of your 
sins, or the grace of God?”  The apostle Paul said, “by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
His grace toward me did not prove vain” (1 Corinthians 15:10). Paul didn’t want a gift so great 
as the grace of God to be taken lightly or thrown aside. He wanted God’s grace to matter in 
how he lived and what he did. Do you? 

Are you putting Christ first in your life? Would you give up everything to know Him? Are 
you assembling with the church? Are you reading your Bible and praying regularly?  Have 
you obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ? You can do that by believing in Jesus, repenting of 
your sins, confessing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by being baptized into Christ. 
When you are baptized upon the confession of your faith and in your repentance, the Lord will 
wash away your sins and He will add you to His church. There is never a better time to obey 
the Lord than today. Tomorrow may be too late. Don’t wait another day to put your life in 
order. Treasure up God in your soul. Cherish the Lord Jesus, and live a life that honors and 
pleases Him. 


	March Cover
	March Titles
	Christian Baptism II
	Loving Others
	But He Lied
	The Blessed Man
	Pearl of Great Price

