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FEBRUARY 3 – THE ANSWER IS GOD 
Someone commits a violent crime in America every 26 seconds and a murder every 36 minutes. 
Why? Sin has crept in their lives. The problem of sin starts in the heart, and the answer is in the 
Lord. 
 

FEBRUARY 10 – GOD’S LOVE FOR US 
God made this wonderful world for us to live in and gave His only Son to save us. Every good 
thing comes from Him. The love of God reaches to us in a thousand ways. Our task is to 
recognize and respond to it.  
 

FEBRUARY 17 – OUR LOVE FOR GOD 
God expects His people to love Him with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength. When we love 
God supremely it changes our lives for the better. Nothing would make this world a better place 
than a greater love for God. 
 

FEBRUARY 24 – CHRISTIAN BAPTISM I 
In this program we’ll explore what the Bible teaches about Christian baptism from Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, and Acts. We’ll seek the Lord’s way, the purpose, and the meaning of baptism 
as we inductively study through the New Testament. 
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"The Answer is God" 
 

Someone commits a violent crime in America every 26 seconds and a murder every 36 
minutes. Why? Psalm 1:2 tells about the blessed man. God said, “his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.” If you want a better world, it begins with 
you. Don’t wait on others. Today, begin seeking the Lord and meditate on His Word. Learn 
what God desires from you and practice it. The Lord Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments” (John 14:15). We know you love the Lord and you want to serve Him.  

Lately we have seen lots of violence and heard lots of the word “evil.” The nightly news 
carries story after story of assault, and rape, and murder. Violent crime has grown dramatically 
in the last 50 years. According to the FBI, there were 288,000 violent crimes in 1960; but in 
2011, there were over 1.2 million violent crimes reported. In December, we grieved when a 
young man in Connecticut took the lives of 27 other people, including 20 little children, and 
then killed himself. We wonder how anyone could be so cruel and hard-hearted.  

While some psychologists spoke of this young man being mentally disturbed, others said 
that he was evil. Perhaps it takes crime as horrific as this for us to remember that there is such a 
thing as evil. Postmodern America has spent so much time excusing itself and justifying its 
sins, it has forgotten how wicked and how evil humans can be. More than anything, we need 
the teaching and the love of Jesus to change our hearts and to live righteously. 

Our reading today from God’s Holy Word comes from Paul’s Second letter to Timothy 3:1-
5. “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these.”   

From the earliest days, the Bible speaks of violence in this world. In Genesis 4 God had 
regard for Abel and his offering but for Cain and his offering God had no regard. Cain became 
very angry and his face fell. God warned him, “Why are you angry, and why has your face 
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at 
the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it” (Genesis 4:6-7). But, Cain let his anger 
grow in spite of God’s warning. Verse 8 says that, “Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when 
they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.”  

What Cain did was evil. He planned to kill Abel out of his jealousy. God said, “Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image” 
(Genesis 9:6). God has always considered taking the life of another as evil. The Lord’s Ten 
Commandments say, “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13). Murder is and has always been 
wrong. Revelation 21:8 says, “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

The New Testament warns us not to follow Cain. “We should not be like Cain, who was of 
the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). Cain first thought evil and then put his 
deadly plan into action. We too must master our thoughts and not allow evil to overcome us.  
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The Lord Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said of those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who 
is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; and whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire” (Matthew 
5:21-22). The Lord condemns the evil in the heart, even if we don’t act upon it. Anger, hate, 
and vengeance are as evil as murder itself. We shouldn’t even entertain the idea of harming or 
slandering another person. 

The Lord Jesus said,  “For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. All of these evil things come from within, and they defile a person” (Mark 
7:21-23). Because our inner thoughts affect how we behave, we must be careful to keep our 
hearts free from evil. We have to decide if we will live above ugliness and malice. 

According to Jesus, murder begins when people lose respect for another person. Spitting in 
the face of another, looking with contempt upon another, or releasing one’s anger are signs of a 
murderous spirit. Jesus forces us to consider our thoughts and our words, that we don’t allow 
our anger and hatred to overwhelm us. The Bible says, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:31-32). We 
must learn to let go of ugly thoughts and be kind to others, even if they’re not kind to us. 

Evil in the heart leads to the most terrible sins. Even religious people, if they allow jealousy 
or hatred to build up in their hearts can do unspeakably cruel things to others. The chief priests, 
scribes and Pharisees were behind the death of Jesus Christ. They chose Barabbas, the 
criminal, to be spared, while they cried out for Jesus to be crucified. They didn’t fool Pilate, 
however. Mark 15:10 says, “For he (that is, Pontius Pilate) perceived that it was out of envy 
that the chief priests had delivered him up.”  

Why were they envious? First, because Jesus could perform miracles; but they couldn’t. 
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, some men ran and told the chief priests and 
Pharisees. “So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, ‘What are we 
to do? For this man performs many signs (that is, miracles). If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take both our place and our 
nation’” (John 11:47-48). The second reason came from their fear of losing their livelihood at 
the temple. They figured it was better for Jesus to die than for them to lose their nation. Many 
people today do horrible things out of jealousy and envy. 

Another cause of hatred is something you might not expect; it’s the truth. People don’t want 
the truth told if it exposes their sins. Jesus said, “And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his works should be exposed” (John 3:19-20). Sinful people want the darkness to cover up their 
sinful ways. They hate for their sins to be exposed and they hate anyone who exposes them.  

Herod had John the Baptist arrested. He bound him and put him in prison because of 
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. For John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for 
you to have her” (Matthew 14:4). Herod was grieved about the matter, (that is, John being put 
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in prison) but Herodias plotted to have John beheaded. An evil person who has hatred in his or 
her heart has no compassion. They will take vengeance into their own hands. 

Selfish desire also leads people to commit murder. People who are greedy for power and 
gold will do anything to eliminate their competition. The Bible says, “When Jehoram had 
ascended to the throne of his father and was established, he killed all his brothers with the 
sword, and also some of the princes of Israel” (2 Chronicles 21:4). His lust for power caused 
him to do horrible things; he did it even to his own family. James 3:16 says, “For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.” 

Sexual desire can also lead to much evil. When David lustfully committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and got her pregnant, it led to many other sins. He tried to cover it up by getting 
Bathsheba’s husband Uriah to come home to her. When nothing else worked, David arranged 
for Uriah to die in battle. Nathan the prophet told David, “Why have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites” (2 Samuel 12:9). Remember, when we sin against others, we’re sinning also 
against God Himself. If we love God, we will not allow selfishness to dominate our lives. 

The apostle Paul listed a number of fleshly sins in Galatians 5; and each of them arises out 
of this selfishness. When people rebel against God and must have their own way, they lose 
sight of everyone else. They grow callous and they don’t care who they hurt. Paul said, “Now 
the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, 
orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21). People who hold to fleshly sin 
cannot live with God forever.  

Therefore, we must be careful to set our hearts on serving the Lord rather than living like 
the world. “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and the pride of life – is not from the Father but is from the world. And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 
First John 2:15-17). Sinful desire has led many into ruin. Selfishness leads people away from 
God, and loving God leads people away from selfishness. The answer to evil is God’s love.  

Paul explains how loving God and loving people lead us away from evil. He said, “Owe no 
one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For 
the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 
You shall not covet,’ and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:8-10). Just as filling your heart with anger and hateful things 
leads to sin, filling your heart with what is good and loving leads one to act righteously. There 
is a stark difference between the person who loves God and his neighbor, and the person who 
loves only himself. 

Keeping God in our hearts isn’t trivial. It’s not a game. It is the most important thing that 
we can do. It affects our lives and the lives of everyone around us. Don’t let anything come 
between you and the Lord.  Jude 21 reminds us to keep ourselves in the love of God. When 
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God is our focus, we love what is right and good; but when we push God out, every evil thing 
comes into our lives. The Bible says, “And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God 
gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all 
manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. (And) Though 
they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not 
only do them but give approval to those who practice them” (Romans 1:28-32). 

Why are we so angry and violent in America? Why has evil become so prominent?  It’s 
because we’ve forgotten our God; we no longer “see fit to acknowledge God.” We’ve stopped 
reading the Bible; we have stopped going to church; we’ve convinced ourselves that we are an 
accident of evolution rather than created beings with intelligent design. We have let sinful 
behavior and politically correct behavior overrule God’s Holy Word, so that what God calls sin 
is now morally acceptable. Without shame we’ve loved darkness and hated light; we have 
loved sin and blasphemed righteousness. We fill our media with every ungodly thought, every 
ungodly word, and every ungodly act. We glorify sin and mock righteousness, and when we 
choose to be godless, why should it surprise us that our society becomes ungodly? When we 
reject the love of God, why should it surprise us that we become angry, hateful, and callous? 

When we shut God out of our hearts, we let the devil walk in. When God can’t enter our 
schools, Satan and his followers will. When we can’t read the Bible or pray in public any more, 
why should we be surprised that sin is everywhere. We won’t let the Bible into our schools, but 
we want them in our prisons. Shouldn’t that teach us something? We need God in our lives and 
in our hearts.   

The solution to violence is this: the love of Jesus must be in our hearts and His teaching in 
our lives. When Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant Jesus healed the man and said 
to Peter, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword” (Matthew 26:52).  

The Lord Jesus knew people get angry and are violent. He taught people a better way. He 
said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:43-45). If we’re to be like God, we will love 
and even pray for our enemies.  

Jesus did more than teach this; He practiced it. Do you remember how Jesus prayed when 
they were nailing His hands and feet to a cross? “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34). The grace of God can even forgive the violent. Peter told the Jews at 
Pentecost that they were responsible for the death of Jesus. He said, “Let all the house of Israel 
therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified” (Acts 2:36). 

They were cut to the heart over their sin and they asked what they could do to be forgiven. 
Peter responded 8, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). When 
we change our hearts and we are baptized, we, too, can find God’s forgiveness. The closer we 
draw to God, the better our world will be. 
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"God’s Love for Us" 
 

If we could but grasp how great is the love of God for us, it would change our lives. No one loves 
you like the Lord Jesus. From start to finish, the Bible is God’s supreme story of love and redemption. 
The more that we read the Bible, the more we can understand the heart of the God who created us and 
sustains our very existence. Though mankind can be hard to love, God has never faltered in wanting to 
bless those who seek His face and draw near. James 1:17 says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.”   

God hasn’t hidden His love for us; God displayed it beyond dispute in the death of Jesus Christ 
upon the cross. The Bible says, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die – but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Romans 5:6-8). We were weak, ungodly, and sinners; but Christ was still willing to die for our 
sins and to wash us clean in His blood. Such love is truly abundant and beyond comprehension. 

Jesus bore the cross to forgive us of our sins and to open the door to have a loving relationship 
with our Father in Heaven. The Lord loved us when we were weak and couldn’t save ourselves. He 
helped us when we were ungodly and had little thought of Him. He died for us while we were sinners, 
who had offended Him. Christ loved our souls when we didn’t deserve it, understand it, or appreciate 
it. Such amazing love! 

Our Scripture reading today comes from the book of Ephesians 3:14-19. “For this reason, I bow 
my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He 
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 
Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God.”  I’m thankful for this prayer from the lips of the apostle Paul.   

The Old Testament uses a rich and amazing word to describe the love God has for His people. 
The Bible says God is abounding in this kind of love. Some versions call it “steadfast love,” some 
“lovingkindness,” and some simply “mercy.”  

Psalm 103:8-14 says, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are 
dust.”  

“Steadfast” love is the deepest and best kind of love; it’s the kind of true love that doesn’t let go 
and doesn’t fail. It is loyal, faithful, kind, and good. It’s compassionate and merciful. This type of love 
is built upon a voluntary covenant, an everlasting commitment to those who are in His favor. Psalm 
86:15 says, “But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness.” Because the God of Heaven is kind and good, He is willing to pardon 
and forgive our sins, if we remain faithful to Him.  

When we consider all that Jesus gave up in bearing the cross to save us from sin, we can’t doubt 
His love. If anything, this magnificent love of Jesus was stubborn, unfailing, and utterly unselfish. 
Jesus didn’t merely give up something; He sacrificed Himself completely. On the cross, the innocent 
Lord Jesus sacrificed everything. He kept silent and did nothing while men slandered Him, falsely 
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accused Him, condemned Him, scourged Him, mocked Him, and crucified Him. First Peter 2:22-24 
says, “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not 
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly (or righteously). He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”  

Jesus bore the punishment and the death for our sins, sins and punishment that we ourselves 
should have borne, and He bore it personally in his own body. The Lord God, the Father, laid on Him 
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6). His suffering was physical and spiritual. Second Corinthians 
5:21 says, “For our sake he made him (that is, Jesus) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” Everything that Jesus did, He did out of an undeniable and 
pure love for us. Can you imagine what it must have been like for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
to know that he would suffer scourging and crucifixion?  According to Matthew 26:38, Jesus was 
greatly troubled and sorrowful, even to the point of death.  Luke 22:44 says, “And being in agony he 
prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”   

They didn’t simply bind Jesus; they nailed His hands and feet to a rugged cross and suspended 
Him in the most agonizing position. As they crucified Him, He prayed that the Father would forgive 
them. They mocked Him, insulted Him, and did their very worst to Him; and through all of this 
suffering, Jesus remained quiet. He uttered no threats. He didn’t even revile them in return. He didn’t 
call for the twelve legions of angels to wipe them out. The Lord’s stubborn love lasted for six long 
hours on the cross; and no matter how ugly men were to Jesus, Jesus’ steadfast love held Him to the 
cross. He loved us even to the end.      

First Timothy 2:3-4 says, “This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Second Peter 3:9 says, “The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” God doesn’t want a single soul to be 
lost, but our heavenly Father grants us the freedom to choose Him or to choose sin. You can’t make 
someone love you by force. Nor did God make us robots who mindlessly act at His command. God 
wants us to know Him, to know the truth, and to love Him freely for who He is. This means we must 
be free to choose Him or reject Him.  God loves everyone, but His blessing and grace are reserved for 
those who choose to love Him. We must freely and lovingly choose to believe in Him, to repent of our 
sins, and to follow Him. 

Occasionally we hear people speak of God’s “unconditional love.” Yes, Jesus said in Matthew 
5:45 that God “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and He sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” God is certainly good to everybody! Jesus didn’t bear the cross for us only because we were 
good and we deserved it. No, Jesus died for all of us because we were sinful and lost. In that sense, He 
unconditionally took the initiative; but we cannot for that reason assume that God, to remain in God’s 
love, that God will let us stay there and do whatever we wish and continue to sin against Him. We 
can’t assume God’s love for us will continue to bless us if we turn away from Him. 

The Lord’s steadfast love, His covenant love of promise, has conditions. The Lord Jesus said in, 
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 
you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me” (John 14:23-24). God promises His love and His 
abiding presence to those who love Him and keep His words. A person who doesn’t love God won’t 
care about keeping God’s words.  

It’s a fantasy to think that we can sin all we wish and then still count on, count on the favor of 
God. It’s a fantasy to think that we can rebel against God and still be right with Him. It’s a fantasy to 
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think that we can remake God in our own image and still please Him. It’s a fantasy to think that we 
can rewrite His commandments, ignore His holiness, corrupt His character, and forget His justice but 
still count on His love. 

Hebrews 10:26-31 says, “For if we go on sinning deliberately (willfully) after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of 
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who set aside the law of Moses 
dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you 
think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the 
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know 
him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” We must never take the love and grace of God 
for granted.  It is too valuable to squander! 

You might be thinking at this point, “Phil, don’t you remember what the Bible says, that God is 
love?” Yes, I know 1 John 4:8, but, picking a passage out of the Bible and ignoring other verses that 
are just as inspired isn’t accurately handling the word of truth. We shouldn’t understand 1 John 4:8 
without also consulting 1 John 1:5-7. These verses say, “This is the message we have heard from him 
and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship 
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin.”  

As J. I. Packer said in his book, Knowing God, “the God who is love is first and foremost light, 
and sentimental ideas of his love as an indulgent, benevolent softness, divorced from moral standards 
and concerns, must therefore be ruled out from the start. God’s love is holy love. The God whom Jesus 
made known (made known to us) is not a God who is indifferent to moral distinctions, but a God who 
loves righteousness and hates iniquity, a God whose ideal for his children is that they should ‘be 
perfect. . . as your heavenly Father is perfect’ (Matthew 5:48). He will not take into his company any 
person, however orthodox in mind, (Packer says) who will not follow after holiness of life.” 

Hebrews 12:14 says, “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one 
will see the Lord.” Some might wonder if God loves us, why would He insist on our living holy lives?  
Some think that if God loved us, He wouldn’t demand that we live by all those rules, but, let’s stop 
here and think. Is God so childish and trivial? Are His laws so petty? No! God insists His people live 
holy lives so as to protect us and give us peace. We should consider the righteous way of life that 
Jesus Christ commands as a precious gift, not a burden or something petty or trivial. God isn’t being 
mean when He asks us to treat others kindly or to refrain from evil. He is showing us His love by 
helping us to live good lives. God’s goodness is one of the ways that He shows His love.  

When we sin against Him by going against His commandments, He disciplines us with love. 
Godly discipline is not abuse; it is training given for our good. Proverbs 3:11-12 says, “My son, do not 
despise the LORD’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, 
as a father the son in whom he delights.” The book of Hebrews explains that God “disciplines us for 
our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” 
(Hebrews 12:10-11). God disciplines our sins that we may share in His holiness and live with Him. He 
acts for the long-term good not simply for the moment.  

Our society despises discipline, thinking that love leaves people alone to do anything they want. 
They believe speaking against any behavior is somehow mean-spirited and judgmental, but God 
speaks against sin out of love, not meanness. Remaining silent about sinful behaviors that ruin lives is 
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far more mean than warning someone. God speaks out against sin because He cares. He wants to bless 
us. Why is this important? Because the Lord created us for more than what takes place in this life. God 
loves us enough to be interested in our lives here on earth and in the hereafter. He wants us to live 
with Him forever and ever in heaven. Along with Paul, we pray “that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; and that you can grasp the greatness, the height and depth of His love.”  That’s our 
prayer for you.  Let’s pray together. Father, we are grateful for Your love and for the goodness that 
You have given to us all through the years.  Help us to love You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen!  

The Lord Jesus touched lives throughout His ministry. He healed the sick, the lepers, the blind, 
and the deaf. He raised the dead, walked on water, stilled the storm, and fed the multitudes. When men 
did their worst to Him, He prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Peter 
described Jesus as One who “went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him” (Acts 10:38). The Lord Jesus is still doing good in the lives of people. He leads 
them out of bondage to sin to become children of God. He leads them out of distress into hope, out of 
doubt into faith, and out of apathy into love.  

We need the love of God in our lives every single day! The more we grasp how much He loves 
us, the more we’ll determine to demonstrate that same kind of lasting, committed love. Knowing the 
love of God will make us better fathers and husbands, better mothers and wives, better citizens, better 
children, and better friends. God’s love teaches us patience and kindness, compassion and forgiveness, 
and forbearance and loyalty. Love motivates us to be holy and faithful. It teaches us to love the truth 
and to live with integrity and virtue. We need God’s love to become better people. 

The love of God should make you want to become a Christian. You become a Christian by 
placing your trust in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, turning away from sin, confessing Christ before 
others, and by being baptized into Christ. When you’re baptized, the Lord washes away your sins and 
He adds you to His family, the church. Nothing you will do today is more important than becoming a 
Christian. Won’t you become one today? 

We ask that you please get involved with a church of Christ in your area.  Ah, they’re wonderful 
people and they love guests; and they are the reason that we don’t ask for money from week to week. 
Now, if you are looking for a church home, we’ll be happy to help you find a good, sound church. 
Churches of Christ love and want guests, and you will be glad you visited.  We’ll be back next week, 
Lord willing. So, keep searching God’s Word with us and tell a friend about this program. God bless 
you and we love you from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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“Our Love for God” 
 
God loves us greatly, but have we considered that God wants us to love Him greatly? Today, 

we’re exploring what it means to love God. When we love God, we will also love His Word 
found exclusively in the Bible. The Bible tells the story of the amazing love and grace of God, 
how God has watched over us all through the years. It’s more than a simple love letter; it reveals 
His steadfast love towards us, and how He has loved us all through the years, and what He 
expects of us. The Bible teaches us how to love God.  

Love begins with a decision, but true love for God cannot remain with simply a decision. It’s 
got to grow until it has become the first priority. Love starts in the heart, but it shows in the life. 
True love will not stay hidden; it will prove itself by the way that it behaves. Love must act. 
Romans 5:8 says, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” God demonstrated His love for us by sending Jesus to the cross. The Lord sacrificed His 
life on His own initiative, when we didn’t ask for it, didn’t deserve it, and didn’t quite 
understand it. That’s true love.   

The word “love” is often misused. For instance, people say they love something when they 
mean they like or enjoy it. They may enjoy it greatly, but it certainly isn’t the focus of their 
lives. Loving God can never be on the same level as loving ice cream. Many say they love God 
when truthfully they only like Him. They’ve never taken God seriously enough to make a 
lifelong, full commitment to Him. They never let God make a difference in their moral or 
spiritual choices. They love the joy of the grace and the forgiveness of God as long as God 
doesn’t mess with their lives. They love Him but they want to do as they please. 

Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to Mark 12:28-31. “One of the scribes 
came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, 
‘What commandment is the foremost of all?’  Jesus answered, ‘The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O 
ISRAEL; THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’  The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’  There is no other commandment greater than 
these.”   

If I asked you if you loved God, how would you answer? Many people quickly answer, 
“Yes”; but how does your love for God demonstrate itself in your life? It’s easy to say we love 
God. The Lord, however, defines love in ways that may differ from the common understanding 
of love.  We use and misuse the word “love” so frequently that it’s hard to define real love. 
Today, let’s explore how love for God demonstrates itself. 

First, do you appreciate God? Love begins with thankfulness. Genuine love for God pays 
attention to the love of God and how God has shown that love. Have you considered all of your 
blessings from God’s hand and are you truly thankful? Love and thanksgiving intertwine; you 
can’t have one without the other. The person who counts his blessings grows to appreciate and 
to love, and the person who loves won’t fail to remember the kindness and goodness of the 
Lord.  

I’ve always loved the words of Jeremiah found in the book of Lamentations. Jeremiah wrote 
this book at the time when his world was falling apart. He saw the love of God in good times 
and in the worst of times. The Babylonians had once again invaded Jerusalem in 587 BC; they 
tore down the temple and they destroyed the city. Yet Jeremiah could say, “The steadfast love of 
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the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him’” 
(Lamentations 3:22-24). Jeremiah never gave up on God, and true love never fails. We live in a 
society that’s ready to quit on anyone they don’t like. Many keep a remote control in their 
hands, ready to change the moment they hear something that doesn’t please them. Some feel 
God is only worthy of our love as long as He does what we wish or agrees with our thinking. 
Instead of listening to God, many feel God ought to listen to us. They judge the God who 
created them, forgetting that He is the source of every blessing. The air they breathe, the water 
they drink, and the food they eat come from the hand of God. They selfishly stop appreciating 
and acknowledging the God who made them and sustains their lives. 

Many blame God if anything in their lives turns sour. They even blame God for the 
heartache they create for themselves. We should never suppose God has forgotten us or has 
stopped loving us because times are difficult. When the Roman Christians were going through 
some rough times, Paul said, “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He 
not also with Him freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:31-32). When times are tough, instead 
of forsaking God, let’s draw near to Him.  

Second, do you desire God? Are you interested in Him? Do you wish to draw close to Him? 
When people love each other, they want to spend time together. The Lord wants to spend time 
with you; and He wants you to spend time with Him. Can you imagine loving somebody but 
never communicating with that person? When you consider the time that you spend with God, 
how loved do you think God feels? We hear God’s heart and His message by a close study of 
the Word, and we share our hearts with God when we pray. Our relationship with God deepens 
as we worship Him. Love involves time and communication.  Do you read your Bible, pray, and 
worship God regularly?  

How long has it been since you read the Bible at length? The Lord Jesus said, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’” 
(Matthew 4:4). We need every word God says. God’s Word nourishes our souls, keeps us going 
in the right direction, builds us up, and gives us hope. We need the Bible! 

 When was the last time you spent a half-hour in prayer? When was the last time you 
worshiped at church? Many of you attend church; but do you really worship there? Is your 
worship focused, sincere, and true? The Lord Jesus said, “But the hour is coming, and now is 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24). I fear many folks go to church; they have a good time 
as a spectator; they visit with their friends; but they fail to worship God. Loving God means 
focusing on what He has done for us and on what He teaches us. 

God hears our worship and He looks into our hearts. God complained through Malachi, the 
prophet, that the Jews of old were making offerings that were polluted. Instead of offering what 
God asked for, they substituted animals that were blind, sick, lame, and blemished. Worship 
was no longer meaningful to them, because they were saying, “What a weariness this is!” and 
would sniff at their worship with disgust. The LORD rebuked them, “When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not 
evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor?” (Malachi 1:8). 
Today, in place of worship, many people offer entertainment or meaningless rituals.  
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Some think God ought to be pleased with whatever we offer Him, but is He? Loving God 
means paying enough attention so as to do what pleases Him. Don’t we want God to pay 
attention to our requests?  Why should we think God is willing to accept whatever we offer?  

We need hearts that long for God. The sons of Korah wrote in Psalm 42:1-2, “As a deer 
pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. When shall I come and appear before God?” They longed to worship God, to be 
close to Him. David, too, had that kind of ache for God. David said, “O God, you are my God; 
earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1). We love God by seeking Him and drawing close to Him. 
We should love Him so much that we can’t spend not even one day without Him. 

Drawing close to God requires that we live righteously. The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). 
Hungering and thirsting is common for food, but do we hunger – really hunger – for 
righteousness? If we truly love God, we will long to be right with Him. No one wants to be in 
conflict with the person they love. Loving God also means loving what He loves. He loves what 
is good and right, but God despises what is hurtful and wrong. God despises sin, because He 
loves us and knows how sin will hurt us. Loving God means loving righteousness. 

The Lord said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). Many people want God, but don’t understand that having 
God necessitates being “right” with God. We can’t have the grace or favor of God and continue 
in sin. Romans 6:1-2 asks, “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?”   

Third, are you committed to God? True love involves commitment. Many people want the 
joy of love, but they want it without the strings attached; but that isn’t love – it’s selfishness. 
Love without commitment is fickle and can’t be trusted. We live in a society that’s afraid of 
committed love. Millions of couples live together without the commitment of marriage. They 
want the better but not the worse; the richer but not the poorer; the health, living in health but 
not the sickness. Love without commitment is a fantasy. Without a commitment lasting love 
simply isn’t possible. 

People talk much about placing trust in God, and so we should. God is utterly trustworthy. 
But, trusting God means that we’re willing to put ourselves into His hands. May I ask you, “Can 
God trust you?  Are you trustworthy? Can God trust you to love Him for a lifetime? If you want 
God to be committed to you, are you willing to be committed to Him?” Someone says, “Well, I 
don’t like to be tied down.” The Lord Jesus wasn’t tied down; He was nailed down. He didn’t 
merely talk about love and commitment; He demonstrated it.  

Loving God fully and wholeheartedly means putting Him first, before anything or anyone. 
The Lord Jesus said, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-
27). When He says the word “hate” here, He doesn’t mean to despise but He means to love less. 
If we compare our love for Jesus to our family or even to ourselves, we will love Jesus more. 

Commitment to the Lord means staying away from evil. “Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). 
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Love also means giving ourselves to what is good. James 1:27 says, “Religion that is pure 
and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep oneself unstained from the world.” Pure religion means helping those who are in need, 
and giving of ourselves the way Jesus gave to us. We show our love for God by loving and 
helping people. 

Committed love means listening to the Lord and keeping His commandments. The Lord 
Jesus simply said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Jesus 
wasn’t putting a burden on us that He didn’t bear Himself. The Lord said, “As the Father has 
loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love” (John 
15:9-10). Love listens; love pays attention; and love submits to the will of the One that we love. 

God’s Word says, “And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By 
this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same 
way in which he walked” (1 John 2:3-6). We can’t separate obedience from love for God. Love 
means living the way Jesus lived, caring for others as He cared, forgiving as He forgave, and 
doing what is right just as He did. 

So, why are we talking about all this? Because God wants us to love Him the way that He 
loves us. God has loved us with a great love and He wants us to love Him with a great love. 
When we consider His grace and His forgiveness, His daily blessings, His guidance in the 
Word, and the eternal home that He has prepared for us in heaven, how could we help but love 
God with all our hearts, and all our souls, and all our minds, and all our strength?   

Love always makes a commitment. When you say, “I love God,” say it only if you’re willing 
to make a lifelong, serious commitment to Him. Loving God requires more than words. God 
doesn’t want fair-weather friends or nominal followers. He wants people who will love Him 
fully, freely, and faithfully. He wants people who will labor for His cause, who won’t give up 
when things get tough. He wants people who will follow His teaching, love the truth, and not 
compromise the faith.  

Will you decide today to be His disciple, to deny yourself, and to take up your cross and 
follow Him? If you want His love and grace to bless you, commit yourself to Him.  We become 
Christians by putting our trust in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. Our faith isn’t 
private; we must confess it before others. With our faith, we must turn from sin to 
righteousness, from error to truth, and from evil to good. Repentance means turning from sin to 
the Lord.  

Our faith, love, and repentance will lead us to obey the Lord in baptism.  Baptism is biblical; 
it’s how God unites us with Christ and saves us. Romans 6:4-7 says, “Therefore we have been 
buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united 
with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is 
freed from sin.” Let God free you from sin! 
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“Christian Baptism I” 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 

The Bible never speaks of a believer in Christ who has not been baptized. Today we’re going 
to explore what the Bible teaches about baptism. God desires that we believe, love, and obey 
Him. We want to please God, because we love Him. The apostle Paul said in Galatians 1:10, “If 
I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” That’s why we ask what 
God says about every moral and spiritual matter. We’re involved in a search for the truth, for 
the Lord’s will. We want nothing more and nothing less.  

Several years ago a man far from God called me on a Friday night to come and study the 
Bible with him. He said that when he was a young teenager, he was baptized in a 
denominational church. Years later he learned that what he did as a youth and what the Bible 
teaches about baptism were different. This left him confused, and he wanted to know what the 
Word of God said. He desperately wanted to be right with God. He was in poor health; and the 
doctor told him that if he didn’t change his ways, his heart would give out and he would die. He 
remembered promises that he had made many years before and he wanted to do what was right. 
I met him the next morning, and we studied from Scripture what the Bible says about Christian 
baptism. I want to share with you what we studied that day. So today and next week we’ll study 
about what the Bible says about baptism. 

Our reading today from God’s Holy Word comes from Matthew 3:13-17. “Then Jesus 
arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. But John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, ‘I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?’ But Jesus 
answering said to him, ‘Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.’ Then he permitted Him. After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a 
dove, and lighting on Him; and behold, a voice out of the heavens, said, ‘This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” For centuries people have debated the subject of baptism. 
We’re going to focus on what the New Testament teaches about Christian baptism. We want to 
know how baptism fits with our conversion to Jesus Christ, how baptism fits with becoming a 
Christian. We’re going to study through the New Testament. We’ll move fast and only make the 
most important points. 

In Matthew 3, Jesus considered it important to be baptized. He left his home in Nazareth and 
walked many miles to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. John was surprised at Jesus 
coming for baptism, since John’s baptism was according to Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3. It was a 
“baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus has never sinned and He didn’t need 
forgiveness. John said that he needed baptism from Jesus, but Jesus said, “Let it be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness, 
and it is the right thing for us to do. Luke 7:29-30 says that anyone who rejected the baptism of 
John was rejecting the purpose of God. If this is true of John’s baptism, it is even more true of 
the baptism of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 3:16-17 says, “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’” God approved of this baptism. Notice that after 
baptism, Jesus went up from the river. The water baptism of Jesus took place down in the river. 
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John 3:23 says, “John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful 
there, (that is there was much water there) and people were coming and being baptized.” 

In His last words recorded in Matthew, Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 
The apostles made disciples by two means: first, by baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and second, by teaching them all that Jesus commanded them. 
The idea of a non-baptized disciple or Christian is never contemplated in the New Testament. 

The Lord said in Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned.” Now, two things are necessary to respond to the gospel and to be saved: faith and 
baptism. It is not right to say that one is necessary but the other is optional. The Lord included 
both. 

In John 3:3 Jesus told Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, “‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘Well, how can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born? ” 
Jesus answered in verse 5, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 

Every writer in the early church, all of the early church fathers agreed that this new birth of 
water and the Spirit in John 3:5 is water baptism. In fact, no one said otherwise until the 1500s. 
The idea of a person being born again before he is baptized is simply not found in Scripture. 

On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 Peter and the apostles preached the first gospel sermon. In 
the sermon Peter made a charge against the people. “Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Acts 
2:37-39 says: “Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart; they said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for 
all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.’” These guilty people 
asked what they should do because they felt the sting of their sin of crucifying the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Peter said they needed to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus in order to have the 
forgiveness of their sins, and they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Both repentance and 
baptism precede God’s forgiveness. Some say one ought to be baptized because their sins are 
already forgiven, but this idea ignores the context and must be read into the passage. They’re 
not asking what to do after they are forgiven but what to do to be forgiven. 

Remember the phrase “for the forgiveness of sins;” it was used of John’s baptism in Mark 1: 
4 and also in Luke 3:3. It is also found in Matthew 26:28, where the Lord says, “for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus poured 
out his blood so that people might have forgiveness. Peter was there when Jesus said this just 
fifty days before. It’s not an accident that he uses this very phrase in reference to repentance and 
baptism. 

Some recent translations make Acts 2:38 even clearer. God’s Word to The Nations for 
instance says, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins will be forgiven.” The New Revised Standard Version says, “Repent and be baptized, 
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every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.” The 
International English Bible says, "Change your hearts and each one of you must be immersed by 
the authority of Jesus the Messiah, so that your sins may be forgiven.” 

Acts 2: 40-41 shows this even stronger. It says: “And with many other words he bore witness 
and continued to exhort them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this crooked generation.’ So those 
who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.” Those who were told to save themselves were baptized! Apparently three thousand of 
these people understood this message and gladly did what Peter told them to do. They 
understood what to do and why they needed to do it. 

Next we looked at Acts 8:12. The Bible says, “But when they believed Philip as he preached 
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.” They baptized men and women, but not infants or small children. They 
baptized people who were old enough to believe in the name of Jesus Christ and to repent. In 
Acts 5:14 the Bible tells us that the believers were added to the Lord, both men and women. The 
words for men and women speak of males and females of full age and stature. They could 
believe and they could repent. They could responsibly make decisions for themselves. 

Acts 8 also tells of Philip and the Eunuch, the Ethiopian Eunuch. This eunuch had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home. In his chariot he was reading from the book of 
Isaiah. The Holy Spirit told Philip to join the eunuch in his chariot; and Philip ran to him and 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And the eunuch replied, “Well, how can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And the place that he was reading is Isaiah 53:7-8. 

Acts 8: 34- 38 says: “The eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘Please tell me, of whom does 
this prophet speak? Of himself or of someone else?’ Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning from the Scripture he preached Jesus to him. And as they went along the road they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look! Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?’ [And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answered and 
said, ‘I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.’] And he ordered the chariot to stop; and 
they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch; and he baptized him.” 

Philip preached the gospel of Jesus to the Eunuch. And apparently, preaching the gospel 
meant preaching baptism, because as soon as Philip finished, the Eunuch asked, “What prevents 
me from being baptized?” They both went down into the water. Philip baptized him, and they 
came up out of the water. Whatever baptism is, it happens when people go down into water and 
before they come up out of it. 

Baptism, that word, is actually a very specific term; and it means immersion. Some 
translations no longer use the English word baptism anymore; they translate the Greek word 
baptizo as “immerse.” Baptism is a dipping, an immersion in water. Baptizo is never used to 
speak of sprinkling or pouring. Other words in Greek describe those actions. The word for 
sprinkle is rhantizo, and the word for pour is cheo. Philip didn’t do either one; he immersed the 
Eunuch. 

In Acts chapter 9 we find Saul of Tarsus who persecuted the church relentlessly. And on his 
way to Damascus, he was blinded and encountered the Lord Jesus. Verses 4 to 6 say, “he fell to 
the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ And he 
said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and 
enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.’” Not one word of this account of Saul 
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on the road suggests that he is saved. In fact, we know that he is not saved at this point. He has 
got to go to Damascus and be told what he must do. 

Verse 9 says Saul is without sight for three days, and he neither ate nor drank. Saul was in 
shock. He had been persecuting Jesus who really was the Son of God and risen from the dead. 
And though blind in sight, he had his spiritual eyes opened to the truth. He was zealous for 
Judaism and thought he was doing the right thing to persecute the church, but Saul of Tarsus 
was wrong. In 1 Timothy 1:15 he calls himself the chief of sinners. So in verse 11, Paul is in 
Damascus, and he’s in a house on a street called Straight, and he is praying. 

Paul must have prayed more fervently than he had ever prayed in his whole life. He was 
blind, and he was humble, and he was penitent for all the evil that he had done to the church. 
This broken man desperately wanted to be healed and to be right with God. But he must wait to 
do what he will be told. Even fervent prayer didn’t bring about the washing away of his sins. 
We will find that out.  

Some people ask people to say a sinner’s prayer with them; that’s how they think they are 
saved; and they promise them salvation when they pray. But Acts 9 says absolutely nothing 
about a sinner’s prayer bringing salvation and freedom from sin. In fact, Saul is not yet saved; 
and we can know this from the Bible. 

If you open your Bible to Acts 22:13 Paul tells of Ananias who came, Paul said who “came 
to me, and standing near said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ (Some say the word 
“brother” means Saul is a Christian, but Ananias is just referring to him as a fellow Jew. Jews 
called each other “brother.”) 

And then verses 14 to 16 say: “And at that very time I looked up at him. And he said, ‘The 
God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, and to 
hear an utterance from His mouth. For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you 
have seen and heard. Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.’” Ananias told Saul that he must “be baptized and wash away your (his) 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” If Saul was saved on the road or if Saul was saved by 
prayer, he wouldn’t need to wash away his sins in baptism. At the Sanders house, we wash dirty 
clothes. We don’t wash the clean ones. The washing of baptism is necessary because our souls 
need cleansing by the blood of Jesus Christ.  

Many refer to being baptized as a work. It is indeed a work, but not a work that we do. 
We’re saved by grace through faith according to Ephesians 2:8. Baptism is not something we 
do, but something we choose to have done to us. The command is to be baptized. The one 
baptizing does the work; and the one being baptized is acted upon. Just as the one baptizing 
does the physical work, so God does the saving in a spiritual work or act. God is the One who 
washes away our sins. God is the One who forgives and causes us to be born again. God is the 
active One in baptism and we are the passive ones receiving His kindness and grace. 

Baptism is never something that’s done all by itself. Without exception, those who were 
baptized in the New Testament first heard the gospel preached and believed it. Baptism without 
faith is useless; this is why we don’t baptize people who do not or cannot believe. The Lord also 
wants us to confess our faith before others. In addition to faith, the Lord also expects us turn our 
lives around in repentance. We must leave sin and give our heart in service to the Lord. When 
people have confessed and repented, then they are ready to be baptized. This is the time that 
God washes away their sins by the blood of Jesus Christ. And we’ll have more to say about 
these matters next week. 
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