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JANUARY 6 – THINGS WE MUST KNOW 
In order to be right with God, there are several things we must come to know about God and our 
responsibilities toward Him. Our greatest blessing is to know the Lord Jesus and to be His 
followers. 
 

JANUARY 13 – MEANT FOR GOOD 
The events of our lives can sometimes be both harsh and a mystery to us. We don’t know at the 
time why bad things happen. However, time has a way of helping us to see the hand of the Lord 
working in our lives.  
 

JANUARY 20 – WALKING BY FAITH 
“We walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). We want to do more than look at life from a 
human perspective; we want to live with God’s revealed will in our hearts. God helps us see 
more than with our eyes. 
 

JANUARY 27 – “WHATEVER” 
Our world has grown increasingly indifferent to God and His ways. Someone has called this the 
“whatever” generation that seems undisturbed about anything. We may ignore God, but no one 
can ignore God for long. 
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“Things We Must Know” 
 

God desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. What truth does He 
want us to know? Today we’re going to explore the things that we must know to be right with God. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way.  For 32 years 
the Search program has come into your home with messages from the Bible, because the Scriptures are 
God’s source of truth today. Nothing can replace the Bible. We’re so grateful to you, our viewers and 
listeners, for spending this time with us. You’re in our thoughts and prayers each day. And we love to 
hear from you and hope the time that we spend together blesses your life. Today marks the beginning 
of my fifth year appearing on the Search program. I’ve enjoyed getting to know you, and we want to be 
a part of your life each week. 

We give a hearty welcome to the many, many viewers who may be watching us for the first time 
on CW Plus Network.  For years we’ve enjoyed being on many broadcast stations, cable systems, the 
Inspiration Network, and the Gospel Broadcasting Network; and now we’re excited to announce our 
association with the CW Plus Network. This broadcast network reaches into 43 states and has given us 
a great opportunity to get to know each other and be friends for many years. 

We’re deeply grateful for churches of Christ and friends who have prayed and supported this 
ministry. The Lord God made this program possible through you. We’re grateful especially to the 
Edmond Church of Christ for overseeing this ministry and for providing the many volunteers who help 
us fill your requests for materials. God has also blessed us to have many wonderful people at the 
Search office who work so diligently.  Every day we work to help people know the Lord and to know 
the truth. That’s our focus and our passion. We want everyone to know the Lord and to know the truth 
that leads to eternal life. 

Our reading today comes from the Epistle of James chapter 3, verses 13 to 18. “Who is wise and 
understanding among you?  Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of 
wisdom.  But if you have bitter envy and self- seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the 
truth.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.  For where envy 
and self- seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there.  But the wisdom that is from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy.  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”   

We must come to know God. You’ll never have a greater blessing in life than to know God. The 
Bible says in Jeremiah 9:23-24, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and 
let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts 
boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, 
justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the LORD.”  

Many people believe the important things of life have to do with how smart, or how strong, or 
how rich they are. People who don’t know God often boast in these things.  However, they’re all 
outward things; and while they have value in this life, they can’t give us eternal life. We have no reason 
as Christians to boast in the outward things that will one day perish. Rather it is written in 1 
Corinthians 1:31, “Let him who boasts, boast in the LORD.”   

This passage reveals what we need to know about God and how we need to boast in him. 
Whoever has that knowledge realizes that the Lord exercises lovingkindness. This lovingkindness is a 
covenant kind of love, a loyal or faithful love.  But He also is the God who exercises “justice.”  Justice 
is a legal term suggesting that God’s actions towards  people are right and fair because of  His just and 
holy nature. He also exercises righteousness; God always does what is right.  These three terms  
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describe not only the attributes of God; they also describe the kind of lives that God wants in His 
people. He is faithful, just, and righteous and He expects us to be faithful, just, and righteous as well. 

To say that we know God is more than an intellectual matter. How we live also declares to 
everyone whether or not we know God. God’s Word says, “By this we know that we have come to 
know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him 
the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he 
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked” (1 John 2:3-6). Knowing God 
means keeping His commandments.  Keeping the commandments is not some small matter to God.  
Keeping His word is how God measures our love. He considers the person who keeps His word as 
someone perfected in love.   

Today’s culture contains millions of people who have shut God out of their lives and millions 
who’ve never come to know Him. The devil has blinded many from knowing the gospel truth about 
Jesus Christ.  And much of what passes for Christianity today has little resemblance to the Christianity 
that is found in the New Testament.  Men have rejected the Lord’s way and moved away from the 
teaching given in Scripture to ideas and doctrines that they like. For many, Christianity has become a 
religious entertainment industry or a money-making enterprise.  Some preachers talk more about their 
ministries than they do about Christ. God intended for His people to hold fast to His ways, not to 
reinvent Christianity to their own liking.  

This “reinvented” Christianity isn’t the Christianity of the Bible; it’s man-made.  And we can’t 
play loose with God’s Word and God’s ways and expect God to be pleased. Our task is not to dream up 
new ways but to stick with the Word of God.  Paul instructed Timothy, “I solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and 
His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires, and they will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 
4:1-4). 

God takes what He teaches seriously, and so must we. When a message moves away from the 
truth that is presented in Scripture; that moves us away from what God requires of us. It might tickle 
our ears, it might please us; but if it doesn’t please God, it can cause us to be lost.  Yes, lost! I’m 
reminded of Eve who listened to the devil. Satan deceived her with lies about the forbidden fruit that 
made her feel good and desire the fruit. She gave in to her desires rather than listen to God; and the 
world has never been the same.  

I’m reminded of the children of Israel who listened to the ten spies, the ten men who spied out 
the land of Canaan.  That was a land filled with milk and honey.  And they brought back a bad report 
that the land was filled with giants and it was impossible to conquer. The people wept and they 
trembled in doubt and fear. They didn’t believe that God would help them take the land.  So, they took 
the word of men over the word of God. According to Deuteronomy 1:26, the people rebelled against 
God and grumbled in their tents. As a consequence, they spent forty years wandering in the wilderness 
until that generation perished and another came along that would follow God into the Promised Land. 

I’m also reminded of Leviticus 10:1-2, which says, “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the 
LORD, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed  
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them, and they died before the LORD.” Nadab and Abihu presumptuously acted on their own initiative, 
offering up incense with unauthorized fire. God hadn’t commanded them to do this. They presumed 
that God would accept their offering, but God punished them for acting on their own authority. Verse 
three explains why.  

Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be 
sanctified (that is, made holy), and before all the people I will be glorified.’” When people draw near to 
God, they must listen to God and follow His instructions and not follow their own desires. If we 
presume to act on our own authority rather than listen to God, we have failed to honor God. This was 
sadly true for Nadab and Abihu, and it’s true today. When people forsake the ways of God even in little 
matters, they begin filling their lives with ways that will hurt or destroy them. Isn’t it better to stay with 
the teaching of God?  

We must know God. When people ignore God, they fill their lives with heartaches and fantasies. 
When people push God out, they bring on themselves a multitude of problems. Without God, there’s 
only moral confusion. Without God, there is no hope for eternal life. Without God, people don’t know 
how to love, or to forgive, or to stand for the good and oppose the evil. Without God, our moral and 
spiritual values have no foundation and change with the wind. Without God, there’s only anarchy, 
where the strong abuse the weak and where everyone becomes utterly selfish. Is that really the kind of 
world we want?  

God said, “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. (He says) avoid such people.  For among them are 
those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by 
various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:1-
7). Without a knowledge of God, our whole world becomes ugly and wicked. The greatest need of our 
day or any day is to know God and His will for our lives.  

Paul described what life is like when people don’t know God in the book of Ephesians 4:17-19.  
Paul said, “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles 
also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they have 
become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity 
with greediness.” That’s the way it was among the pagans in the first century, and I fear that many are 
living that life now.  

This is a terrible state, but we have hope in the knowledge of Christ! Ephesians 4:20-24 says, 
“But that is not the way you learned Christ! – assuming that you have heard about him and were taught 
in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and 
is corrupt through the deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the 
new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”  Knowing Jesus Christ 
makes a difference in our lives. We begin to see the difference between love and indifference, between 
good and evil, between a self-centered life and a life of service, and between forgiveness and revenge. 
It matters greatly whether you know the Lord! 

If we know the Lord, we also realize that we’re accountable to Him for the kind of lives that we 
live.  The Lord is God, and we are His creatures who must one day give an account of ourselves to  
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Him. Some think of God like a benign and senile grandfather who never knows what we’re doing, 
never requires anything of us, and will bless us no matter what we do. Nothing could be farther from 
the truth. God knows all our thoughts, all our words, and all our actions.  And because He loves us, He 
holds us accountable.  Because He loves us, He expects us to forsake the things that are sinful and to 
become godly and righteous. 

God revealed how He will deal with us, “He will render to each one according to his works: to 
those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 
but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be 
wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew 
first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and 
also the Greek. For God shows no partiality” (Romans 2:6 -11). Whether we seek to do God’s will 
matters greatly. It matters what we believe and whether we decide to follow Him or not. God doesn’t 
show partiality, and no one is exempt from serving Him.  

Why are we talking about this?  Because whether we know, love, and serve God is the most 
important thing. Our Lord “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
(1Timothy 2:4). We love you, so we would rather tell you the truth, even if it is difficult to hear, than to 
leave you uninformed. Our eternal destiny is at stake; we won’t live on this earth forever. God 
promised that the “heavens and the earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day 
of judgment and the destruction of the ungodly” (2 Peter 3:7).  Knowing these things will happen, what 
sort of person should you be? Are you right with God?   

Nothing is more important to your soul than the gospel truth found in God’s Word. The truth 
isn’t always easy to face, yet nothing can substitute for it. Nothing can bless your life more than 
knowing the truth, and nothing can hurt you more than ignoring the truth.  Solomon said, “Buy truth, 
and do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding” (Proverbs 23:23). The most important 
use of your time today or any day is to study the Bible, to find out for yourself what God wills for you 
to know.  Read the Word, study the Word, memorize the Word, love the Word, and share the Word 
with everyone you know!    

Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). The Bible that you have 
at your house is not simply another book.  It is God’s Holy Word, filled with wisdom and truth. It 
contains God’s gracious gospel of love and salvation.  And when you believe and obey His gospel, the 
Lord saves you and makes you His child.  

The Bible says in order for one to become a Christian and a child of God, one must truly believe 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  He must forsake his sins and turn to the ways of the Lord. He must 
make his faith known by confessing it before others and be baptized in water in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of his sins.  Acts chapter 22:16 says, “Rise and be baptized and wash away 
your sins, calling on his name.” That’s God’s way to become a Christian, and love means keeping His 
commandments.  I pray that you’ll become a Christian today! 

We do ask that you please worship with one of the churches of Christ in your area. They’re the 
reason that we don’t ask for money.  They support us and they are filled with good people.  If you’re 
looking for a church home, a sound, good church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one. Churches 
of Christ love and want guests, and you’ll be glad that you attended and worshiped with them.   
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“Meant for Good” 
 

Heartaches come to all of us, and we wonder how God fits in all of this. God is just and His 
purpose is good, even when we don’t understand the why. Today we will explore how God uses our 
heartaches for good. The Holy Scriptures tell us all we need to know to be saved and to live righteous 
lives. They reveal God’s grace and love, how God watches over us and helps us through the struggles 
and disappointments of life. God is good and will never permit us to face more than we can bear. God 
often uses things that we consider harsh to bring about good.  Even when we don’t understand, we can 
trust God. 

When Joseph was just seventeen years old, his father loved him more than his brothers and 
made him a coat of many colors.  Joseph gave a bad report about his brothers, and his brothers hated 
him and could not speak peaceably to him. God revealed to Joseph some miraculous dreams that 
showed him in an exalted position and his brothers and parents bowing down to him. These dreams led 
his brothers to hate Joseph even more. They wanted to kill Joseph; but due to Reuben’s interference, 
the brothers instead sold him into slavery in Egypt. Joseph served Potiphar until Potiphar’s scheming 
wife falsely charged him with trying to rape her. Potiphar punished Joseph by placing him in Pharaoh’s 
prison. But, the hand of the Lord was always with Joseph, and God put him next to Pharaoh in order to 
save Israel during the famine. Even in the harshest times, God never forsook Joseph. When their father 
Jacob died, the brothers worried that Joseph might take vengeance on them, but, he spoke kindly to his 
brothers. He explained, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to 
bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive” (Genesis 50:20). What the brothers 
meant for evil, God meant for good. God works His good purpose, even when men are at their worst. 

Our reading today comes from Psalm 23. “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He 
makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.  He restores my soul; He 
guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My 
cup overflows.  Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”   

Evil and painful things happen to all of us, and we don’t always know the reasons why. Why do 
the young die? Why are there earthquakes, hurricanes, and tornadoes? Why do evil men rule over 
nations? If God is completely good and all- powerful, why does He allow suffering?  Is there some 
reason why all these bad things happen? In some cases, it is not what we know that causes us the 
greatest sorrow; it’s what we don’t know. 

God sees what we cannot see and He knows what we cannot know.  Some things He reveals in 
His Word, but other things are secret. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all 
the words of this law.” God reveals what is good for us and what we need in order to do His will, but 
He doesn’t explain everything to us. 

Just because we don’t know God’s purpose for allowing some evil event doesn’t mean there 
isn’t one. We’re so limited in our knowledge, but we may understand many things in the future, things 
that we can’t see at the present. For instance, we didn’t understand much of what took place in our 
childhood until we became parents and had children of our own. Our parents didn’t explain everything; 
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and we couldn’t understand everything, even if they had explained it. But, later in life we learned that 
our strict, rule-making parents loved and cared for us far more than we imagined. We can comprehend 
many things today that we couldn’t explain earlier. Loving parents discipline their children, because 
they can see what their children can’t see.  And so, it is with God. 

Hebrews 12:10-11 says about our earthly parents that “they disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but he (that is, God) disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” We can see that later in life, when the discipline 
we received early in life became a great blessing for us. Because they disciplined us (our parents), we 
learned to discipline ourselves. 

When God disciplines us, we should understand that in a positive way and not negatively. The 
Bible says, “‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved 
by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.’ 
It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his 
father does not discipline?” (Hebrews 12:5-7). God doesn’t discipline us because He is evil or He 
wants to hurt us; He disciplines us to strengthen our character so we might endure. 

God can see down the road much farther than we can see; and He often allows today’s struggles 
to happen to prepare us for the future. David, for instance, faced a lion and a bear before he faced 
Goliath. Joseph managed a household and a prison before he managed Egypt. The struggle that you 
face today may be preparing you for some greater task tomorrow. Paul confidently told the Philippians, 
“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). God is indeed working in our lives and through our lives to bring to 
completion what He wills.  

Paul later urged the church, “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not 
only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 
2:12-13). Whatever God does, He does to bring about what is good and right. When we serve God’s 
good pleasure, we know that it leads to our eternal good.  Not everything that happens to us is good. 
We’ve all had our heartaches and disappointments. We have all faced callous people who unjustly 
abused us. But, God has this amazing ability to turn what is painful at one point in our lives into 
something that blesses us at another point. The apostle Paul endured as much abuse as any Christian in 
ancient times, but never once did he engage in a pity party or entertain the notion that God didn’t love 
him. Paul said, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). Paul wrote this at a time when 
he knew many Christians would suffer and Rome would bring about charges against the church and 
hurt them. 

God still causes all things, good and bad, to work together for good. God uses even our 
heartaches to bring some good blessing. We may not know what or how or when, but we know God 
can cause good. We know this by faith, because we know the God who makes the promise keeps the 
promise. Paul denied that their suffering separated them from the love or the blessing of God. Paul 
said, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, ‘For Your sake we are being put to death 
all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ But in all these things we 
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overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. (He said) For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-39). Far from separating us from the love of God, suffering may 
lead us to greater love for God. Paul gives us a little insight into how God uses our struggles and 
heartaches to bless us in the book of Romans 5:3-5. He said, “Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” Christian suffering produces the ability to 
endure, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. Suffering is the means by 
which we can mature in our faith and love for God. Suffering may not be pleasant, but it’s for our 
eternal good. It provides a necessary training ground to build us up.   

First Peter 5:8-10 says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brethren throughout the world. And after you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you into his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.” God permits suffering, yes; but He is also the 
God of all grace who both tests and restores us.    

We all face suffering, but we don’t all react to suffering the same way. No one likes to suffer, 
but how we react to that suffering determines our relationship with God. Some learn love and 
compassion from their suffering, while others harden their hearts and become bitter. We can’t always 
control what happens to us, but we can choose how we’re going to respond to what happens. James 
1:2-4 says, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” That struggle or heartache that you face may be just the test 
that matures you in Christ and equips you for greater service. God may be blessing you through this 
struggle. Consider what God is doing for you and in you as something joyful. See the good that God 
may be doing to fit you for a service to bless the lives of many. 

Paul said, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all of our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who 
are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ” (2 
Corinthians 1:3-5). We all need someone who has “been there” to help us through our struggles. Your 
heartache and God’s comfort may be equipping you to help others who are going through the same 
heartache that you’re facing. You understand your heartache in ways that others don’t, and that 
understanding helps to comfort others in their affliction. You can let your pain make you bitter or make 
you better.  Can God be both loving and yet permit suffering?  How can a loving Father permit 
suffering? Many people assume that love and suffering are mutually exclusive. If God permits 
suffering, some people assume that God could not possibly love us. We have to pause here and ask, 
“What if suffering demonstrates love? What if someone chooses to suffer in order to demonstrate his 
love? What if a loving person in order to achieve good for others is willing to suffer? What if loving 
people are willing to sacrifice now in order to bring about something better in the future?”  
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Suffering is not simply a human matter; God also knows what it means to suffer. The God who 
permits us to suffer also permitted His Son to suffer. Jesus was willing to suffer on the cross as a means 
to show His love. On the cross, He demonstrated His love for His Father. Speaking of His death on the 
cross, Jesus said, “so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father 
commanded Me” (John 14:31). Jesus earnestly prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus despised the shame of the 
cross but was willing to endure the suffering and fulfill the will of the Father, because He loved the 
Father. 

God our Father loved mankind enough to sacrifice His Son Jesus, so that He could atone for 
their sins. God said through the prophet Isaiah, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 
(and) He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him” (Isaiah 53:5-6). God sent His Son to this 
earth to sacrifice Himself, so that He might bear the punishment for our sins and we might be forgiven. 
By His scourging, we are healed. He took the chastening for our well-being. 

Love acts and sacrifices out of a determination to do what is best for another. Real love includes 
some measure of sacrifice. Real love puts the needs of others before the needs and the desires of self. 
We can’t speak of love without speaking of suffering and sacrifice, at least in one form or another. Far 
from being mutually exclusive, true love always has some measure of sacrifice or suffering! A loving 
person is willing to give of himself in order to provide the greater good for someone else. The Lord 
Jesus demonstrates His undeniable love for you by dying on the cross for you.   

You may be going through a really rough time. Please don’t give up on God; don’t let your 
heartache make you bitter. There is hope for something better. The last chapter of your life hasn’t yet 
been written, and there is a life to come. One day God will right every wrong, make good prevail, and 
dry every tear. God has a home for you in heaven, if you will put your trust in Him and obey Him. 

The apostle Paul, speaking about his troubled life, wrote, “We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10). He knew that whatever happened to him now could 
not take away the promise of God in the next life. He said, “For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). We 
need the hope of Christ in our lives! 

How do we get that hope? We get it through trusting and obeying the Lord. Believe in the Lord 
Jesus with all your heart; repent and forsake your sins; confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living 
God; and be baptized into Christ. Baptism is an immersion in water in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
God may wash away your sins. And when you’re baptized, the Lord will add you to His church and 
make you His child. Christ suffered greatly to bless you and to show you just how much He loves you. 
Show your love by serving Him. 

We ask that you do please worship with a church of Christ in your area. They’re the reason that 
we don’t ask for money. And if you are looking for a church home, we’ll be happy to help you find 
one.  Visit the church. Well, we will be back next week, Lord willing.  So, keep searching God’s Word 
with us and tell a friend. God bless you and we love you from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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"Walking By Faith" 
 

Paul said, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” What does he mean? Today we are going to 
explore what it means to look at life through the eyes of faith. Romans 10:17 says that, “faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  We build our faith by searching the Bible, 
God’s inspired Word, and it demonstrates His holiness, His love, and His wisdom. We know the Bible 
is true because of its prophetic nature, its scientific foreknowledge, and its Divine character. The Bible 
is certainly unique in its influence, its accuracy, and its beauty. The Bible is truly God’s Holy Word.  

Hebrews 1:2 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. For by it the people of old received their commendation.”  These verses describe the kind of faith 
that God desires from us. Faith is an assurance. The word “assurance” appeared in Greek business 
documents with the meaning of a “title deed.” Faith assures us that we will receive what we hope for. 
Faith is also a conviction. It is an evidence or a proof of things that are not seen.  When saints of old 
had this assurance and this conviction, God commended them or vouched for them. God would give 
“testimony,” that they were faithful on the Day of Judgment. 

True faith is not a leap in the dark; it’s not a leap in the absence of evidence. True faith is not a 
blind optimism. It’s not a manufactured “hope so” feeling. We demonstrate our faith by acting with 
conviction based on evidence. The evidence for what we do know gives us a foundation to act, even 
when there are things that we don’t know. Because we know God and His Word are true, we have the 
assurance of what we hope for and the evidence for things not seen. What we know to be true gives us 
ample evidence and reason to demonstrate our faith. 

Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to John 20:26-29. “After eight days His 
disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood 
in their midst, and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach here with your finger, 
and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but 
believing.’  Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Because 
you have seen Me, have you believed?  Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.’”  

God indeed sets a standard to distinguish those who please Him from those who don’t; that 
primary standard is faithfulness. Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 
Through the ages when men placed their trust in God and looked to Him for their strength, He stood by 
them and blessed them.  

Consider Abraham. Hebrews 11:8 says, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going.” Because Abraham came to know God, He was willing to obey even when he did not know yet 
where God was leading him. Verse 11 says, “By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even 
when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.” God blessed her 
because of her faith.  

Man thinks seeing is believing, but God says believing is seeing. Faith works quite simply: God 
speaks and we hear His Word. We trust Him and His Word completely and we act on it. We act even 
when we don’t fully understand what or why. We act even when things seem impossible or very 
frightening. We act even when acting is costly. We do this because we believe that God will do what is 
right and that God will do what is best for us. We know God will keep His promises. Faith means that 
we relinquish trust in our own wisdom and we put that trust in God’s wisdom. 
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Solomon said, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in 
your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment 
to your bones” (Proverbs 3:5-8). God expects us to respect and honor what He teaches. We often 
imagine that we’re wise and we know what’s best; but when acting on our own wisdom goes against 
the will of God, we end up hurting ourselves spiritually. 

Let me illustrate. The mighty captain of the Syrian army, Naaman, was a leper; and he came to 
Elisha the man of God to be healed of his leprosy. Elisha simply sent a messenger who told him to go 
and dip in the River Jordan seven times, and he would be healed. Naaman left in a rage. He explained, 
“Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord 
his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be clean?”  

Naaman thought the prophet would make a show and cure the leprosy. But he simply sent out a 
messenger. Some wise servants of Naaman urged him simply to do as the prophet urged; and Naaman 
did. Second Kings 5:14 says, “So he went down and he dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and 
he was clean.” It wasn’t until Naaman trusted the prophet and obeyed that his flesh was restored. And 
we’ve got to learn to trust the Lord and not lean on our own understanding.  

In Hebrews 11:3 the Bible says, “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the 
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of the things that are visible.” Because we trust 
God and believe that He only speaks the truth, we understand that God created the universe just as He 
said. Because we know God speaks the truth, we believe what He says. We come to understand what is 
true, because we know the One who said it.  It’s knowing Him that helps us. We know that He only 
speaks what is right. Titus 1:2 describes God as the God who never lies, in fact who cannot lie. 
Christian faith is not wishful thinking; it’s an inner conviction based on the truthfulness of God. 

What can we know about God?  We know He loves us. He sent Jesus to the earth to die for our 
sins, so He could bring us home with Him. We know that He will provide for us. Paul said, “And my 
God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
We know that He will hear our prayers, because He has heard them so many times before. The Lord 
Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened” (Matthew 7:7-8). We know that He is with us, because He said in Joshua 1:5, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” We know that He will protect us, because He promised that, “No 
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Time and again in my life, I’ve found that these 
promises are true.  

We can trust God, even at the hardest moments of our lives, because God keeps His promises. 
Faith isn’t a fair-weather friend; God’s truths are designed to bless us at the hardest moments of our 
lives. In his last days in prison, the apostle Paul said, “for I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). Paul 
could place His soul in the hands of the Father, knowing the Father would take care of Him.  
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Someone wrote this: 

Into Your hands, Father, into Your hands, I commit my spirit into Your hands.  
All I am and have I yield to You. Your love and grace will bear me through, 
For You know what's best and what I should do, So I leave my soul within Your hands. 
Into Your hands, Father, into Your hands, I cast all my burdens into Your hands,  
All my stress and pain I give to You. Your love and grace will bear me through,  
For You know what's best and what I should do, So I cast my cares into Your hands. 
Into Your hands, Father, into Your hands, I cast all my sins into Your hands, 
All I've said and done I bring to You. Your love and grace will bear me through, 
For You have told me what I must do, So I cast my sins into Your hands. 
Into Your hands, Father, into Your hands, I commit my spirit into Your hands.  
My life on earth I leave for You. Your love and grace will bear me through,  
For You have a place I'm going to, So I leave my soul within Your hands.  
 

We can trust God’s Word, because the truth found in the Bible arises from the character of God 
Himself. God is utterly reliable, utterly trustworthy, and utterly honest. So, whatever God says is 
utterly trustworthy. Whatever God commands should be obeyed. Whatever God promises, He will 
fulfill. Whatever God condemns, you can believe is wrong; and whatever God teaches is right, you can 
believe it’s right.  Faith is not simply believing that God can – it’s knowing that God will. 
 We can trust God, because God is utterly honest. For instance, the Bible says that, “God is not man, 
that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? 
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” (Numbers 23:19). God doesn’t tease or joke; He means 
what He says. And we must take God seriously at all times. 
 We can trust God, because He loves you; and everything He says and does is for your best interest. 
First John 4:9-10 says, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” When we go through something 
painful, we want a loved one around us to comfort us and to help us. We trust the people that we know 
who have loved us in times past. God is that way and He is worthy of our trust.  
 God wants us to have an obedient faith. Abraham is the “father of the believing” and he 
demonstrated his faith with obedience. First, Abraham believed God when he didn’t know where God 
wanted him to go. Hebrews 11:8-10 says, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By 
faith, he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. (Why?) For he was looking forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and builder is God.”  
 Second, Abraham and Sarah obeyed when they didn’t know how God would fulfill his promise. 
Hebrews 11:11-12 says, “By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past 
the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.”  
 Third, Abraham obeyed when he didn’t know when God would fulfill His promise. Hebrews 11:13-
16 says, “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For 
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people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that 
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire 
a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
has prepared for them a city.” 
 Fourth, Abraham obeyed even when he didn’t know why God gave the commandment. Hebrews 
11:17-19 says, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.’ He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.”  
 When we believe God, we will act on our faith. That’s why we are speaking about these matters. 
“Faith keeps the man who keeps the faith.” We walk by faith; and we’re saved by faith. Faith, to be any 
good though, must demonstrate itself. It must act. 

The Bible says, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his 
natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten 
what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in 
what he does” (James 1:22-25). Are you a doer? Will you show your faith today?   

We need to possess more than a simple faith in the Lord; we need an obedient faith that 
possesses us. Many play with religion but never give themselves fully to the Lord. We must make the 
Lord the center of our hearts and lives. We need a faith that recognizes God’s Word is true and has 
authority over us. Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Do you have the kind of faith that leads you to die to your 
desires and live for the Lord? Are you crucified with Christ? 

Faith will lead you to forsake your sins and to live righteously. If you believe, you will confess 
Jesus as the Christ and be baptized. The Lord Jesus said, “He who has believed and has been baptized 
shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). Believe and obey today!  
Don’t wait and don’t put it off! 

The writer of the book of Hebrews warns Christians, “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of 
you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end” 
(Hebrews 3:12-14). We can stop believing in Christ if we allow sin to harden our hearts against God. 
Don’t be deceived. As long as we have faith, there’s hope; but if we quit trusting the Lord, we’ll fall 
away from the living God. So, build up your faith and never, never let it go. 

We ask that you please worship with a church of Christ in your area. If you’re looking for a 
sound, good church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one. Churches of Christ love and want 
guests, and you will be glad that you attended.   
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"Whatever" 
 

Many say they love God, but do they love the truth? Someone has called this the “whatever” 
generation, because people will accept nearly anything. Is this wise? We love the Bible, because it 
reveals God’s eternal, unchangeable teaching. God’s Word is never fickle. Since God’s Word 
doesn’t change, we can count on His promises to remain true. When God promises to forgive sins, 
we can be forgiven. When God promises the obedient a home in heaven, we can freely choose to be 
obedient and enjoy that promise.  

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point has a simple but rigorous honor code. It simply 
says, "A Cadet will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor tolerate those who do." Honesty and integrity have 
always been important to our nation’s military. I wonder how important it is to the rest of us. 
Sometimes gullible and sometimes deceptive, Americans today seem all too ready to believe 
whatever they like, whether it’s true or not. Many have lost their ability to distinguish between 
what is true and what is not, between what is right and what is wrong. Many believe “whatever” is 
popular at the time and they are undisturbed when “whatever” is false or harmful. 

In a pluralistic society, where people feel pressured to believe that everything is okay, many 
believe that all religions are the same and they end up believing in nothing with any conviction. 
Many have ceased to search for the truth or to love it. If every belief is true, then no belief can be 
counted on. If every belief is true, then nothing is sacred. Nothing matters. People who say that all 
religions are okay are actually confused and deceived. People often say that we cannot say any 
doctrine is false, but is this true? What has happened to loving the truth and being faithful to the 
Lord Jesus? 

Our reading today comes from Paul’s letter to the Colossians 2:6-8. “Therefore, as you have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up 
in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to 
Christ.”   

Colossae was a small town in the Lycus River Valley on the main route from Ephesus to the 
Euphrates. Other nearby cities were larger and more important. Colossae had lost much of its 
importance. Romans and Greeks and transplanted Jews lived there, and the frequent visitors made it 
a place that was susceptible to every new idea that came along. The inspired apostle Paul wrote the 
Colossian letter to deal with a strange doctrine arising among some members of the church. He 
wrote to warn them of the false teaching and the deception that was in worldly philosophy.     

God’s Word says in Colossians 2:1-8, “For I want you to know (Paul says) how great a 
struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are in Laodicea, and for all those who have not 
personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a 
true knowledge of God’s mystery, and that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. For 
even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good 
discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.     
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“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly 
rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and 
overflowing with gratitude. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.” A smooth talking stranger can easily fool a naïve person with false 
promises and worldly traditions that sound good. Paul warned them not to be fooled by such 
nonsense. They would find the truth in listening to Jesus Christ. 

Learning to distinguish what is true from what is false is one of the most important lessons 
of life. Some traditions are true, while others are false. A tradition is merely a belief or a practice 
that’s been passed down from one generation to the next. When a belief is in error in one 
generation, it will be an error in the next; but the second generation has never heard anything else 
and so it assumes that what it heard was true. Once a deceptive tradition becomes accepted and is 
passed down from generation to generation, that idea can hardly be shown to be false. So, people 
get convinced of a lie, and they think it’s the truth, and they remain in error. How very sad!  How 
tragic! 

Disbelief is the rejection of a belief or a doctrine; it’s a refusal to accept it. To disbelieve in 
Jesus is to reject him as the Son of God. This might come in the form of denying His miracles or 
refusing to believe in His resurrection. It also might come in the form of refusing to believe the 
things that He teaches. The Lord Jesus said, “The one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day” (John 12:48). 
Failure to believe Jesus is a serious matter. Many people will find themselves rejected on the last 
day because they failed to believe what Jesus teaches in the Word.  

People misbelieve when they’re convinced something is false; that is, they believe 
something false but they think it’s okay, that it is correct. Some deceive by causing others to 
believe a lie and then fall into error. The Lord Jesus condemns those who teach falsehoods and 
errors. Paul was shocked at one point when some false teachers were misleading the churches of 
Galatia. In strong language, the apostle of the Lord said, “I am astonished that you are so quickly 
deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – not that 
there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 
that we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone 
is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:6-
9). 

Why did Paul say teaching a false gospel leads one to be accursed? Because changing what 
God teaches leads people to believe a lie. When people believe a lie, they follow after something 
other than God and they separate themselves from God.  Satan separates people from God by lying 
to them. The Lord Jesus said about the devil, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and has 
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his 
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). The devil lied to Eve and caused 
her to sin against God and to die spiritually and physically. Lies still lead people into sin and 
spiritual death. It does matter what we believe.  

People today are deceived by all kinds of falsehoods and half-truths. A half-truth is when 
someone tells you a truthful fact but leaves out other relevant information. For instance, it was true 
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that Sarah was Abraham’s half-sister. Sarah was also Abraham’s wife. So when Abraham, because 
he was afraid, told Pharaoh that Sarah was just his sister, he was only half right. Abraham’s lie 
caused lots of trouble; and half-truths are some of the most dangerous kind of lies. There’s enough 
truth to fool people into accepting them, but there is enough falsehood to lead to destruction. A 
Christian must be very careful to examine everything he hears.  

Some false prophets in the days of Jeremiah began fabricating their prophecies. Jeremiah 
said, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are 
prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own 
imagination, not from the mouth of the LORD’” (Jeremiah 23:16). False prophets in every age have 
led countless souls away from the will of God. We don’t want to be led into error and lose our 
souls; and this is why we must examine everything carefully. Acts 17:11 says, “Now these (talking 
about the Bereans) were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word 
with great eagerness, examining (or searching) the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 
so.” We, too, should test every belief by God’s Word to see what is true and what is false. 

We hurt ourselves greatly when we lie to ourselves. God said, “The heart is more deceitful 
than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the 
mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds” 
(Jeremiah 17:9-10). Our hearts may tell us what we want to hear rather than what is right. If we 
listen to our hearts and our desires rather than to the Lord, we can easily do the wrong thing 
spiritually, morally, or practically. Solomon said, “There is a way which seems right to a man, But 
its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 

When people wish for something to be right; and they want to believe it; they want to do it; 
they begin to justify in their own minds, that they can do it whether it’s right or not. These folks set 
their minds to follow this error and can hardly be persuaded to repent. They must find out the hard 
way. The prodigal son was like that. He had to have his inheritance and live the way that he 
wanted. When his father gave in, he took his money to a far country and he wasted it in a sinful 
lifestyle. He had to ruin himself before he would admit how foolish and sinful he had been. We 
hope that you haven’t allowed your heart to deceive you into making foolish choices. The prodigal 
son lied to himself until he couldn’t believe his lies anymore. Then he came to his senses and 
repented, and went home. 

Many people are ready to believe a lie, if they think it will benefit them. In a politically 
correct world people turn a blind eye to the truth and they focus on what’s convenient and popular. 
They would rather give in to a popular lie than embarrass themselves by taking an unpopular 
position. Some people think it shows wisdom or love to take a position of neutrality on every 
controversial issue. Others think we can never determine what is true, so every view is as good as 
every other. But this idea is miles away from the heart and the teaching of Jesus. It may appear kind 
to accommodate others, but accommodating sin and lies shows no love for the will of God. God did 
not create every religion; and not every religion teaches His will. God wants His people not only to 
love Him but also to love the truth!  

The Lord Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
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from me, you workers of lawlessness’” (Matthew 7:21-23). Being religious does not guarantee that 
one is righteous. Some people say they are saved by faith alone, but this passage makes it clear that 
one must in addition to believing also do God’s will. These people who lived lawless lives deceived 
themselves into thinking that they were still all right with God. Jesus, however, told them to depart. 
He never knew them or had a relationship with them.  

It matters what we believe and how we live. For years I’ve heard people embrace the 
doctrine of salvation by “faith only.” They suggest that all one must do to be saved is just to 
believe, and once saved one cannot be lost. But this doctrine didn’t come from Jesus. People who 
believe in the “faith only” doctrine always have to take it back. They will confess, “Well, you can’t 
be saved without loving God (and that’s true), or without repenting (and that’s true), or without 
obeying the Lord Jesus (and that’s true).” You see, faith is essential, but you have to do more than 
simply believe. It takes more than simply believing to please God.  

People say one religion is as good as another and all religions are the same; but the Lord 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:6). The only way to the Father is through Jesus Christ. Again, Acts 4:12 says about 
Jesus, “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” It’s popular to say that all religions are the same, but the Scriptures 
teach otherwise. I choose Jesus!  

Why should we confess Jesus as Lord? Why should we serve Him? We serve Him because 
we love Him; He died for our sins. We serve Him because Jesus only tells the Truth. His teaching 
remains true until the end of time. Why would we hold to beliefs that change with the wind? 
William Inge said, “He who marries the spirit of an age soon finds himself to be a widow.” We 
need eternal truth that doesn’t change or compromise.  We find eternal truth in the words of Jesus. 
No one but Jesus can forgive sins. No one but Jesus will come again in the clouds. No one but Jesus 
will judge us on the last day. No one but Jesus can take us to heaven. I want – I   need – Jesus!   

The psalmist David wrote, “As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of 
the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more” (Psalm 103:15-
16). Life on earth is temporary; we won’t live here forever. The devil loves for us to be undisturbed 
about our souls. He would love to keep us confused about life, about the church, and about the 
truth. He would love for us to wait till another day to decide. When we want to do what is right, the 
devil will tell us, “later,” to get our minds off spiritual things. He doesn’t want us thinking about 
the cross, about the church, about our salvation, or about heaven and hell. He wants us to live for 
the present and to ignore our souls and the future. He wants us to remain confused and even 
apathetic. 

Today is the only day that you have to make your soul right with God. Yesterday has passed, 
and tomorrow is not assured. If you love the Lord and want to be right with Him, put your faith in 
Him. Repent of sin and be baptized in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. When you obey the Lord by repenting and being baptized, God washes away every sin and He 
adds you to His church. You become a child of God and have the hope of an eternal life. There are 
no good reasons to think about it “later.” Why not attend one of the churches of Christ near you. 
Tell them that you want to obey the gospel and be right with God. Study with them. Get involved in 
the church, and serve the Lord.  Make your faith a priority. Won’t you do that today? 
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