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"HOPE" 
 

As a fish without water or a man without air, so is the soul without hope. Hello, I’m Phil Sanders; 
and this is a Bible study, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.” And today we’re going to explore the great 
hope that we have in Christ. Stay with us. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. The Lord gave us 
His Word so that we might have hope. He gives us the truth, so that we might put our hope in the truth 
and not be fooled by half-truths or lies. You can’t separate hope from the truth, any more than you can 
separate faith from the truth. False hope cannot save your soul and assure you of eternal life. And 
that’s why we need to know the truth of God’s Word and to believe and obey it. This is why from week 
to week we can’t be satisfied with anything less than the truth of God’s Word. Thanks for studying with 
us today. We want to be a part of your life each week. 

Romans 15 and verse 4 says, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  
When I consider how morally evil this world is, I remember Noah was righteous and saved his family. 
When I have a giant problem, I remember David defeated Goliath. When I think I’m alone, I remember 
that God told Elijah seven thousand had not bowed the knee to Baal. When I hear “people can’t 
change,” I recall Nineveh and how they repented at the preaching of Jonah. When I think things can’t 
get worse, I remember the book of Job had an ending. When I walk through a valley, I remember Psalm 
23 and the Lord is “with me.” When I wonder why I’m here, I remember Joseph; and God had a plan 
for his life.  And I remember Moses both as a baby and as a shepherd; and God had a plan for him. God 
also has a plan for you and me. 

We offer the information on this program about hope free. And if you’d like a printed copy or a CD 
of our study and you live in the United States, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. 
Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or you can call our toll-free 
telephone number; and that number is 1-800-321-8633.  Now, if you live outside the United States, we 
have materials free online, and you can stream this program on our website at www.searchtv.org.    

The Edmond church will now worship in song; we’ll read from Psalm 33, verses 18 to 22, and we’ll 
see the value of hope. 

Our reading today comes from Psalm 33, verses 18 to 22. “Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those 
who fear Him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness, To deliver their soul from death And to keep 
them alive in famine.  Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.  For our heart rejoices 
in Him, Because we trust in His holy name.  Let Your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, According as 
we have hoped in You.”  That’s a reading from God’s Holy and Divine Word, worthy of thinking about 
every day.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we’re grateful for the hope that we have in Christ.  May we 
always hope in what He has done for us and for the future that we have ahead.  This is our prayer in 
the name of Jesus.  Amen!  

Let’s examine the word “hope.”  Hope is the confident expectation or belief in the fulfillment of 
something that God promises and we desire. Present hurts and uncertainty over the future create the 
constant need for hope. We long for something better than what we have now. In trouble we hope for 
relief, in war we hope for peace, in sin we hope for forgiveness, in death we hope for eternal life. Hope 
is not merely expecting something; it is a confident, trusting expectation in God’s promises. Faith and 
hope intertwine. Because we believe, we hope. We believe, because we have the assurance of God. 
We have it in black and white, my friend, in His Word, the Bible. 
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Paul said in Ephesians 1, verses 18 to 20, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in 
accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.” Oh friend, we need 
to open the eyes of our hearts. And as Christians, we have access to our Father; we can enjoy the 
surpassing greatness of His power and His blessing. We can hope in our calling as Christians and 
confidently expect to live forever, because our Father in heaven raised Jesus from the dead. 

First Timothy 1 and verse 1 says that, “Christ Jesus is our hope.” And in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 
Paul speaks of some who were denying the resurrection. Paul explained in verses 17 and 18, “if Christ 
has not been raised, then your faith is worthless; you’re still in your sins. Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished.”  Without the hope of Christ in the resurrection, we will perish in 
our sins and have no hope of life beyond the grave. So, Peter urges us in 1 Peter 1:13, “Therefore, gird 
your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought about 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Let being with the Lord and the Father in heaven fill your heart 
each day. Let hope motivate you to live as a Christian should live. 

The apostle John declared in 1 John 3, verses 1 to 3, “See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called the children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 
is. And everyone who has this hope, this kind of hope in him purifies himself as he is pure.” I tell you 
hope for heaven and eternal life leads us to put away sin and to serve the Lord in holiness. Now, if you 
hope for heaven, are you letting sin grow in your life? Purify yourself; get right with God.  

When life becomes difficult and painful, we need hope. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet. 
And throughout his life, people opposed and ignored his prophecies. Israel abandoned the God of 
heaven and became more and more idolatrous. They brought devastation upon themselves by 
forsaking God. God promised through the true prophet Jeremiah to destroy Jerusalem, but the people 
believed the false prophets who prophesied peace. They thought they could continue in sin and God 
wouldn’t care. They were wrong, and God permitted Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon to destroy the city 
and even the temple. You might ask, where is hope now? How could evil win and righteousness lose?  
Well, here we need to see two lessons. 

First, though Jeremiah watched the destruction of Jerusalem, his relationship with the Lord 
remained unchanged. The world was falling down around his shoulders; Babylon had set the city on 
fire, killed and enslaved his fellow-citizens, and destroyed the house of God. And he said his peace and 
his strength had perished; he felt so hopeless; and he had forgotten happiness. Well, it was at this low 
point in his life, that he recalled the love and the mercy of God. Jeremiah wrote in Lamentations 3, 
verses 21 to 24, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in Him.’ The Lord is good to those who 
wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.” If we set our hearts on the Lord, we’ll see more than physical 
circumstances. We’ll remember all the good that God does for us each and every day. 

Second, Jeremiah learned the present isn’t all there is; it isn’t the end of the story. When God was 
about to allow the destruction of Jerusalem, Jeremiah bought a field belonging to his cousin Anathoth 
and he sealed the deal in an earthenware jar so that it would last a long time.  The Bible says, “For thus 
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says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this 
land’ ” (Jeremiah 32 and verse 15). I tell you, seventy years later, just as the prophecy said in Jeremiah 
29 and verse 10, the Jews returned to Jerusalem. My friend, God keeps His promises in His time. The 
apostle Paul, even with all his suffering, knew too that God would care for him in the future. He said in 
Romans 8 and verse 18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” God is utterly and ultimately good to us; but He 
acts in His own time.  

Paul asked the question in Romans 8, verses 35 and then on to 39, “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 
be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Hard times happen to everybody, and some things we’ll never understand. We shouldn’t imagine, 
however, that hard times means God has forgotten or abandoned us. I treasure a promise of God that 
I’ve seen fulfilled frequently. Romans 8 and verse 28 says, “And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Paul 
says here, “we know!” It’s not “we think,” or “we feel,” or “we imagine”; but “we know.” Now not 
everything, of course, is good; but God is able to make our most difficult circumstances “work together 
for good.” 

Tornadoes, earthquakes, fires, and hurricanes aren’t good; but the devastation they bring touches 
the hearts of people and calls them to do good to ease the misfortunes of others. We’re called as 
Christians to “love our neighbors.” Galatians 6:10 says, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” Many do loving acts of 
kindness for people they don’t even know, because their hearts of compassion, trained by the love of 
God and the cross of Christ, leads them to act. God’s love moves people to demonstrate their love. 
“We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4 and verse 19).  

We can have hope, even when we have sinned. We have hope because Jesus Christ came to save 
His people from their sins. Oh, sin is real and it’ll cost you your soul. And if you try on your own merits 
to overcome, you won’t succeed; you’ll have no hope because you can’t earn salvation. The Lord must 
save us, because we cannot save ourselves. Some, looking at their sin, begin to imagine they are 
beyond saving. Remember: the Lord came to earth to save us. 

The apostle Paul was once Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor of the church. And he was “formerly a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor.” The blood of the Lord Jesus, however, cleansed 
him from sin because he “acted ignorantly in unbelief.”  And so Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:15 to 16 that, 
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for 
eternal life.” Those who humble their hearts and follow the Lord can have hope, because of the 
abundant grace of Christ, which is greater than our sins. 

 When I consider the brevity of life, I have hope in the Lord. The Lord’s love is not only for today; it 
lasts forever. We are more than flesh and blood, and the Lord wants us to live with Him through 
eternity. Jesus has made the way. Jesus said in John 14, verses 1 to 3, “Let not your hearts be troubled. 
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Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms (or dwelling places). And if it 
were not so, I would have told you but I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to myself, that where I am there you may be also.” Because 
God raised Jesus from the dead, we can have true hope in eternal life. 

Hope is a great blessing, but we must exercise our hope in the Lord by taking our faith and 
obedience to Him seriously. Peter said in 2 Peter 1, verses 10 to 11, “Therefore, brothers, be all the 
more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never 
fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

I’ll never forget my first ride on a commercial airplane. It was bitterly cold and icy at the airport in 
Memphis, Tennessee. Dark gray clouds filled the skies. Jackie and my four precious daughters had 
already gone to Oklahoma for the holidays and to be with family, and oh, how I missed them. A friend 
told me about a new airline that had great prices, and so I booked a flight over the phone. And when I 
got to the airport, I discovered the plane was quite old. The workers were de-icing the plane, which 
caused me some concern. And when we finally boarded the plane, there was no heat inside; and the 
plane was shaking up and down. That was no comfort. 

I was feeling down as we waited to take off, since everything seemed so dark. When the plane took 
off, I gripped the armrest as we ascended. I didn’t expect what I was about to see. We entered dark 
clouds; but when we burst through them, the sun was shining brightly! I had never been above the 
clouds. No matter how dark and dreary it is on the ground, the sun still shines above the clouds. God is 
still in heaven.  

We humans are limited by space, time, and intelligence. We see what’s happening around us and 
we forget there is a greater sense of reality. It’s so easy to lose sight of God. An unchanging and 
unchangeable God created us and made us some unfailing promises.  And when you think all is dreary 
and lost, remember the Father is still on his throne; the Holy Spirit is still speaking through the written 
word; Jesus is still coming again; the gospel still has power to save; and prayer still reaches the ear of 
the Father.  Let’s pray.  Father, we’re thankful for the hope that You give to us because of Jesus and His 
resurrection from the dead, which tells us that you have life beyond this life and that He is our Lord.  
Father, help us to follow Him.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

In an Appalachian art gallery sits a picture of an old burned-out mountain shack. All that remained 
was the chimney. Now, in front of this destroyed home stood an old man with a small boy crying, 
clutching at his pair of patched overalls. Underneath the picture was the simple caption, "Hush child, 
God ain't dead!" That vivid picture of a burned-out mountain shack, that old man, the weeping child, 
and those words “God ain’t dead” keep declaring hope. Instead of tragedies being a time to despair, 
God gives us hope!  

No matter how difficult life becomes, don’t give up on God. Fix your hope completely on Him!  
Serve Him!  Love Him!  Wait for Him! Psalm 43, verse 5 says, “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And 
why are you disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, The help of my 
countenance, and my God.” Why should we hope in God?  Why? Because God is still on the throne of 
heaven, and nothing can change that. No army can conquer Him, and no group can vote Him out of 
office. Jesus is Lord over all! 

And that’s why we must yield our hearts and our lives to Him. We must take up our crosses daily 
and follow Him. We do this by placing our utter trust in Him and in His Word, by repenting of our sins, 
by confessing Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and by being baptized in His name. Now, we’re baptized 
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into Christ and into His death according to Romans 6 and verse 3. And while the disciples baptized 
people in water, God does at the same time unites them with the Lord in His death, burial, and 
resurrection; and that takes place in baptism. When God unites us with Christ in His death, the blood of 
Christ does away with our sins according to Romans 6, verses 4 to 7. Put your trust and your hope in 
the blood of Christ by being baptized and following Christ for the rest of your life. 

We hope today’s study has stirred your heart. If you live in the United States and want a free 
printed copy or CD of this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, 
Edmond, OK 73083 or send an email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or you can call the Search office toll-
free at 1-800-321-8633. Now, if you live outside the United States, you can download our material or 
watch the program on www.searchtv.org. You can also get a free Bible correspondence course just for 
the asking.  

Please get involved with a church in your area. They love you and they appreciate you. Well, as 
always, we like to say to all of our friends and our guests, God bless you and we love you from all of us 
at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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