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"This Mind in You" 
 

What we think about God matters. Many people never come to know the Lord Jesus because 
they’ve set their minds on other things. Hello, I’m Phil Sanders; and this is a Bible study, “In Search of 
the Lord’s Way.” What is on your mind? And what are you thinking about God? Stay with us. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. Searching for the 
Lord’s way is not a trivial matter or a hobby. It’s critical to our eternal life, and we can think of nothing 
more important than to know the will of the Lord and to follow Him. First Timothy 2, verse 4 says that 
God our Savior “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Everything 
God has ever done has been to point humanity to what is right and good. God loves us and gave us His 
Son to die for our sins and His Word to guide us. We have no greater need today than to walk in the 
way of the Lord. And that’s why we take time to study God’s Word. Thanks for joining us today. We 
want to be part of your life each week. 

Hebrews 1, verses 1 and 2 says, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets and in 
many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.” God speaks to us today through Jesus Christ. 
The Lord Jesus gave this Divine Message to His apostles through the Spirit. He promised in John 16, 
verse 13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth.” Now, according 
to Matthew 23 and verse 34, the Lord Jesus sent out inspired men not only to preach the gospel but 
also to record His words for all time. I’m so thankful the Lord gave us the truth, so that we might know 
His will for our lives and might learn how to please Him. 

Now, if you want to study more about this topic, we offer the information on this program free. 
And if you’d like a printed copy or a CD of our study and you live in the United States, mail your request 
to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an email to 
searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call our toll-free telephone number.  That number is 1-800-321-
8633.  Now, if you live outside the United States, we have materials free online, and you can stream 
this program on our website at www.searchtv.org.    

The Edmond church will now worship in song; we’ll read from Philippians 2, verses 5 to 8, and 
explore taking up the mind of Christ. 

Our reading today comes from Paul’s letter to the Philippians chapter 2, verses 5 to 8. “Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  That’s a passage to give 
much thought to and we’re thankful for it.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we’re grateful that Your Son 
Jesus was willing to die for our sins on the cross, and that He was obedient to Your will.  Help us also, 
Father, to have His mind and to be obedient.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

God created us in His own image and after His likeness. He gave us minds that reason and hearts 
that feel. He gave us a free will, a conscience, and a sense of right and wrong. He wanted us to love and 
follow Him by our own choice. Joshua, you remember, challenged Israel in Joshua 24 and verse 15; he 
said, “choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served 
which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD.” People are still choosing whether they will follow the Lord or 
listen to the popular voices of our day.  
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There will always be a spiritual battle for the minds of people, because the devil or the “god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving”, according to 2 Corinthians 4 and verse 4. Now, a 
physically blind person knows he or she is blind, but the spiritually blind person may not realize when 
he’s been deceived. The commandment, “Be not deceived,” appears four times in the New Testament. 
Well, why? Because people tend to fall for lies that allow them to believe what they want to do or 
want to believe. 

In the apostle John’s day, people thought they were right with God when they actually were out of 
fellowship with God. First John 1, verses 6 to 10 says that, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him 
and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He 
Himself is in the Light, then we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, and He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.” 
Now, ignorance of God’s truth is not bliss; it’s a disaster.    

Many years ago, Adolf Hitler’s propaganda minister, Joseph Goebbels, said that, “If you tell a lie 
long enough, loud enough, and often enough, the people will believe it. The secret to get someone to 
believe a lie is that constant repetition. Just tell it over, and over, and over again.”  Well, Hitler led a 
nation to do unspeakable harm by lying to them. The Lord God hates a lying tongue. A lie that is 
handed down from one generation to another; you know what, it’s still a lie. And hearing it from 
someone you think is a good person doesn’t turn a lie into the truth. Now, just because the majority of 
people believe something doesn’t mean that it’s the truth.  

Many people have never taken the time to study their Bible for themselves. And this explains why 
people believe outlandish lies and ideas about God that are completely foreign to the Bible. Many 
people turn to their feelings for their faith rather than listen to a “thus saith the Lord.” Others listen to 
people that they consider religious experts rather than study the Word for themselves. They simply 
grasp whatever they hear without thinking, and not thinking about whether it’s true or not true. 

Jesus once told the Sadducees in Matthew 22 and verse 29, “You are mistaken, not understanding 
the Scriptures nor the power of God.” Many folks simply accept the traditions of those who came 
before rather than researching the Word of God. Acts 17, verse 11 says of the Bereans, “Now these 
were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” Human traditions and practices, 
denominational doctrines, feelings, and emotions can hold people in spiritual slavery for years, 
because they’ve never questioned what they’ve heard or compared the teachings they’ve heard to 
Scripture. 

People say they are saved by faith alone for instance, and when they are saved they say the 
Sinners’ Prayer, and then they’re right with God. But where does the Bible ever record the Sinners’ 
Prayer? People say one denomination is as good as another, but where does the Bible ever give 
approval to the whole concept of denominationalism?  People obey some man-made doctrine and say 
in their heart they know they’re right with God, but where does the Bible grant us the right to obey 
Him according to what we think or feel? People say, “Just ask Jesus into your heart, and you’ll be 
saved”; but where does the Bible say that? Shouldn’t we listen to what God says in His Word? 

You know the Jews were sure they were religiously right, but they rejected Jesus and wanted to 
establish their own righteousness through keeping the Law of Moses.   And Paul explains in Romans 10, 
verses 1 to 4; he says, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them (that is the 
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Israelites) is for their salvation.” Then he said, “For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, 
but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”  

Men, through the centuries, have caused so much evil on others through their ignorance of God’s 
Word; through accepting half-truths; and through believing lies.  You remember when Paul persecuted 
the church, he said he had acted ignorantly in unbelief (1 Timothy 1, verse 13); and when Jesus was 
crucified, you remember He prayed for His executioners. He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing” (Luke 23 and verse 34).  False religions use the name of God to justify 
their war and justify punishing people with death, but true Christianity calls for peace. True Christianity 
leaves vengeance and judgment to God.  

When the Lord calls us through the gospel, He expects us to use our minds. The Lord Jesus said in 
Matthew 11, verse 29, “learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.” When we come to Jesus, we come to Him because we’ve learned from Him. We use our 
minds and our hearts as well as our ears to hear His words. First and foremost, the gospel message 
tells of the good news about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And this message, it 
has a point to it. It demands a response. 

Gospel preachers seek to persuade people to take up their crosses and to follow Jesus.  You 
remember, Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5 and verse 11, “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 
persuade men.” Many churches, frankly, have forgotten why we must hear God’s Word. The purpose 
of preaching is not to have a pep rally, or to entertain, or to tickle somebody’s ears by telling people 
what they want to hear. No, the purpose of preaching is to convince the mind and the heart to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ. When Paul entered the synagogue in Thessalonica, he went there “explaining 
and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus 
whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ’ ’’ (Acts 17, verse 3).  We search the Scriptures, from week 
to week, so that we might know God and might live so that we may please Him and serve Him.  

God expects every one of us to grow in our faith and knowledge. In 2 Peter 3 and verse 18, that 
passage teaches us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” God 
expects us to add to our faith, virtue, and to our virtue knowledge, because these things are 
fundamental to our relationship with Him. If you haven’t learned the will of God, how do you know 
whether or not you’re pleasing to Him? Paul urged in Romans 12 and verse 2, “And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” You can’t prove what the will 
of God is, if you don’t know what the will of God is. The only way you can be sure that you understand 
God’s will is to study.  And Paul instructed the young minister and preacher, Timothy, in 2 Timothy 2 
and verse 15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”  

Sadly, many Christians never grow in their understanding of God’s will. They depend on others to 
study for them and accept whatever they’ve been told. Many people blindly accept whatever their 
denomination tells them, whether it’s Biblical or not. Many people think a group of people in their 
denomination can actually vote on what to believe, as if God hadn’t spoken on the matter. Or, they 
listen to the popular thinking of our culture and they come to believe the popular lies of our time.  One 
popular preacher said he believed that people who’d never heard of Jesus or never read a Bible were 
nonetheless going to heaven.  
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Well, this is certainly different from the teaching of the apostle Paul to the pagans in Athens.  You 
know, Paul told the Stoics and Epicureans who didn’t know anything about God that they were very 
religious, but ignorant (Acts 17, verse 23). And he called on them, first and foremost, to repent, 
“because (God) He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man 
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17, 
verses 30 to 31). Now, he didn’t excuse the pagans; he didn’t say they were okay; he called them to 
repent and taught them about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Now, ignorance, even by people who call themselves Christians, is nothing new. The writer of the 
book of Hebrews said in Hebrews 5, verses 12 to 14, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 
you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and 
you have come to need milk, not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed 
to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of 
practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” Now, these Christians forgot the basics of 
their faith and had remained like little children who needed to be taught all over again. Like children, 
they believe whatever they’re told and cannot distinguish right from wrong or truth from error. 
They’re vulnerable to lies, because they don’t know the Word of God! 

When you haven’t closely studied what God says, a deceiver can easily fool you and lead you into 
error. You remember Paul warned the elders at Ephesus in Acts chapter 20 and verse 29; he says, “I 
know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
them.” Folks, there are still false prophets and savage wolves speaking perverse things today and 
leading people astray. The Lord Jesus said of the Pharisees in Matthew 15, verses 13 to 14 that “Every 
plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides 
of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”  

When people make their own traditions and call them God’s, they’re planting something that God 
never planted. And those plants won’t bear fruit; they’ll be uprooted by God Himself. Stay away from 
blind guides who lead others into the pit. They destroy themselves and those who hear them.  Paul 
told Timothy in 1 Timothy 4 and verse 16, “You pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; 
persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those 
who hear you.”  Some say, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you love Jesus”, but that’s 
simply not true. 

Why does this matter? Because your soul matters! Get your thinking in line with the Lord's 
teaching. Because the Lord who calls you is holy, you are to be holy (1 Peter 1:16). Because the truth 
sets us free (John 8:32), we must know the truth. Because the gospel is God’s power to save, we need 
to hear and obey the gospel (Romans 1 and verse 16). Do you know God’s will?  Let’s pray together.  
Father, we’re grateful that You revealed Your will for us in Your Word.  Help us to have the mind of 
Christ and to be obedient.  It’s in His name that we pray, Amen!  

God’s prophet, Isaiah, said in chapter 1, verses 18 to 20, “ ‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ 
Says the LORD, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be  white as snow; Though they are red like 
crimson, They will be like wool. If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; But if you 
refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword.’ Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” God 
has chosen to reason with us; He’s not made us mindless robots, but people made in His own image 
with freewill and a conscience. 
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Now, each day you’re choosing whether you’ll set your mind on the path that follows Jesus or on a 
path that follows the world. Jesus said in Matthew 7, verses 13 to 14 that many people follow a broad 
path that leads to their own destruction, while few follow the narrow way that leads to life. The devil is 
trying to deceive your mind, making you think you’re on the narrow way when you actually may be 
following a man-made path to destruction. Decide now to study your Bible and to find the truth. Only 
the truth can set you free and give you life.  

What is God’s will for us to do to be saved? Well, upon hearing the gospel of Jesus, we must believe 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. We must repent of our sins and turn to righteousness. We must confess 
our faith in Christ and be baptized. John 3 and verse 7 teaches that we must be born again, and 
baptism is the time when we are born again. Baptism is an immersion in water in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that our sins will be forgiven. Now, when we’re baptized, God washes away our sins (Acts 22 
and verse 16).  And I’m praying that you will do God’s will today.  Won’t you do that?  Won’t you? 

We hope that you’ll think about what we’ve studied. And if you live in the United States and want a 
free printed copy or a CD of this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 
371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call the Search office 
toll-free; that number is 1-800-321-8633. Now, you can expect to receive your materials in four to five 
weeks by mail or you can find it today online. Now, if you live outside the United States you can 
download our material today and watch the program online at our website: www.searchtv.org. Now, 
don’t worry, we won’t ask you for money and we won’t put you on a list. 

We do ask that you please get involved with a church of Christ. They love you and you’ll enjoy 
worshiping with them. Now, if you’re looking for a healthy, Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to 
help you find one. Churches of Christ love guests.  Well, we’re so glad you’ve joined us today.  We ask 
that you tell a friend about our program.  So, God bless you and we love you from all of us at In Search 
of the Lord’s Way.  
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