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"Listening to God" 
 

How seriously do you take your Bible? Did you know it’s God’s Word and can lead you to 
eternal life? Hello, I’m Phil Sanders; and this is a Bible study, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.” And 
today we’re going to see the need to listen to God. Stay with us. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. We search 
the Scriptures, because the Scriptures open for us the heart and mind of God. God reveals 
Himself through the Bible. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1 and verse 21, “For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 
we preach to save those who believe.” The Lord God chose to reveal Himself through the 
Scriptures, so that we might know the truth. Thanks for studying with us today. We want to be 
a part of your life each week. 

A man went to the doctor convinced that he was losing his hearing. And he went to a 
specialist who gave him a thorough checkup. The doctor pulled out a gold pocket watch and 
asked, “Can you hear this ticking?” The man replied, “Of course!” Well, the specialist moved 
several feet and held up the watch again, “Can you hear it now?” “Yes.” Well, the specialist 
moved farther away and held up the watch, “What about now?” The man again said, “Yes.” The 
doctor returned to his patient, and he said, “Sir, there is nothing wrong with your hearing. You 
just don’t listen.” 

While the Bible is still the number one bestseller of all time, and while 82 percent of 
Americans revere the Bible as sacred literature, they simply don’t read it and don’t know what 
it actually teaches. In a recent report by the American Bible  Society, 79 percent believe that 
they are knowledgeable about the Bible, but only 45 percent could identify the four gospel 
accounts: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We have plenty of Bibles available, but people know 
less and less what they say. We must listen to God. 

Now, if you want to study more about this topic, we offer the information on this program 
free. If you would like a printed copy or a CD of our study and you  live in the United States, 
mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an 
email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call our toll-free telephone number.  That number 
is 1-800-321-8633.  Now if you live outside the United States, we have materials free online, 
and you can stream this program on our website at searchtv.org.    

The Edmond church will now worship in song, we’ll read from Hebrews 2 verses 1 to 4, and 
we’ll see what it means to listen to God. 

Our reading today comes from the epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 2, verses 1 through 4.  
“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not 
drift away from it.  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation?  After it was at first spoken through the Word, it was confirmed to us by 
those who heard, God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.”   That’s a reading from God’s 
Holy Word.   Lets pray together.   Father, we’re so grateful for Your Word.  And Father, help us, 
to pay close attention to all of the things that You have taught us.  In Jesus name we pray, 
Amen. 
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Ancient Israel looked to the nations surrounding them and began to ignore the Lord God. 
And they brought many disasters upon themselves. Many don’t realize what they have lost until 
they no longer possess their blessings. Amos 8 verses 11 and 12 warned Israel, “Behold, days 
are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for 
bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. People will stagger 
from sea to sea, And from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word 
of the LORD, But they will not find it.” Have you considered how important God’s Word truly is? 
What would you do if you couldn’t find God’s Word anywhere? What if every available source 
of Divine truth was missing?  My friend, the person who ignores the Bible is no better off than 
the person who has no Bible.  

God expects His people to listen to Jesus. The Bible reveals in Matthew 17 verses 1 to 5, a 
compelling warning about our need to hear the Lord Jesus. It says, “Six days later Jesus took 
with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves.  And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His 
garments became as white as light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking 
with Him. Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three 
tabernacles here, one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’  While he was still speaking, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’ ”  

God wanted them to hear the Lord Jesus even over Moses and Elijah. The Lord Jesus is 
God’s Son and speaks with final authority. We must listen to Him!  Recently a highly respected 
religious leader who claims he speaks for God said people who don’t believe in God can still go 
to heaven.   But, the Lord Jesus said in Mark 16 verses 15 to 16, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; 
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”   Again, Hebrews 11 and verse 6 says, “And 
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is 
and that He’s a re-warder of those who seek Him.” Should I listen to a man who makes such 
outlandish statements, and ignore what the Lord Jesus said?  

Now, another religious leader not long ago said the apostles were wrong and outdated 
about certain sins and he rebuked the inspired apostles Peter, Paul, and John for speaking out 
against sin. He implied that God would accept anyone, even if they had not repented. But, Paul 
said in 1 Corinthians 14 verse 37, “That if anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him 
recognize that the things which I write to you, (that is the Paul writes) are the Lord’s 
commandment.”  Now when this leader says the apostles were wrong and outdated about sin, 
he’s actually criticizing the Lord Jesus. He isn’t listening to Christ; and he thinks he needs to 
correct Christ.   That Christ needs to be changed.   

Well he’s not the first one who thought he had a better plan than God. Many listen to Jesus 
but think they have a better way, so they do their own thing. The Lord Jesus, you remember, 
said in Matthew 7 verses 24 to 27, “That everyone then who hears these words of mine and 
does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.  And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will 
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rains fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”  
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Now both of these men built houses. Both heard what the Lord said, but only one did what 
the Lord said to do. The other listened, but disagreed and thought he could improve on the 
Lord’s teaching.  He foolishly built his house on sand. When people think they have a better 
way religiously than doing what Jesus says to do, they too build their houses on sand. And in 
the end they’ll find that there “better way” wasn’t better at all. 

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 2 and verse 18, “All authority has been given unto Me in 
heaven and on earth.” Now Jesus’ word is final; there is no higher authority, he has all of it. The 
Lord Jesus said in John 12 and verse 48, “That the one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.” Now Jesus will 
judge you by His words alone. The book of Revelation describes the judgment scene in 
Revelation 20 and verse 12, he says “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book 
of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,  (in the books), according 
to what they had done.” Now those books are the sole criteria of our judgment, they contain 
the words of Jesus, and they are found in the Bible.   Specifically, the New Testament. 

Now you will not be judged by the thinking of religious leaders who dispute with Jesus or 
add to what the Lord Jesus says. There is only one Lord, and only Jesus has that place. You 
won’t be judged by councils, creeds, opinion polls, or talk show hosts. You will be judged by 
what’s written in the books that contain Jesus’ own words that are revealed to us and found in 
the New Testament. 

Why don't people hear?  Some people, frankly, have simply placed their focus somewhere 
else and have neglected or forgotten the most important things. You know many have lost sight 
of God and forgotten the cross of Christ and have become distracted by the world. God’s Word 
reminds us in Romans 12 and verse 2, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what the will of God is, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” When we lose sight of Scripture, we lose sight of God 
Himself. 

Now others stopped listening when they heard something they didn’t like. They didn’t want 
to hear about sin, or about judgment, or about needing salvation. And some, frankly, would 
rather have their ears tickled than listen to the truth that they need.   Like the Stoics and the 
Epicureans of Acts 17 and verse 21, they spend their “time in nothing except telling or hearing 
something new.” How much better it would be if they were like the Bereans of Acts 17 and 
verse 11, it says, “Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these 
things were so.” The Bereans wanted to know the truth.   Do you?  

The Word of God can bless your life if you’ll let it.  Psalm 19 verses 7 to11 describes what 
the Scriptures can do for you.   It says, “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart;  The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous 
altogether. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;  Sweeter also than 
honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; and in 
keeping them there is great reward.” Now if you wish to have stronger faith, read the Bible.  
Romans 10 verse 17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”
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If you wish to please God, if you wish to be saved from sin, and if you wish to live with God 
eternally, listen to God’s Word. Paul said in Romans 1 verse 16, “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek.” Now this book has the words of eternal life. Read it, treasure it, love it, 
memorize it, and share it with those that you love. Not only will the word bring salvation to 
you, it’ll also protect you.  David wrote in  Psalm 119 verse 11, “Your word I have treasured in 
my heart, that I may not sin against You.” God’s Word will keep you from stumbling in sin.  

God’s Word is profitable for four significant tasks. 2 Timothy 3 verses 16 to17 says,  “That all 
Scripture is (inspired that is) breathed out by God, and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.”  

First, the Bible is valuable for teaching or doctrine. It teaches us what we must know and 
what to believe. Doctrine is valuable, because what we believe determines who we are and 
how we live.  Doctrine gives us the basic instructions about why we are here, why there is so 
much trouble in the world, how we should live, and what will happen to us when we die.  It 
teaches us how to be saved from sin and how to inherit eternal life.  It teaches us about the 
church, God’s family and kingdom.  It teaches us about God’s holiness, His justice, and most 
wonderfully His grace. Romans 15 verse 4 says, “For whatever was written in earlier times was 
written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.” We’ve got to be grateful for God’s Word. 

Now second, the Bible is profitable for reproof.  That is, it convicts us of sin and it refutes 
false teaching.  Now I’m thankful that we have an unchangeable standard of truth and an 
unchangeable standard of morality that speaks out against lies and sin. Now to overcome any 
sin, we must know what sin is and realize it violates God’s will.   

Third, the Bible is valuable for correction.  You see it shows the right way and brings healing 
by setting things right. 2 Tim. 2 verses 24 to 26 says, “And the Lord’s servant must not be 
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his 
opponents with gentleness.  That God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a 
knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured 
by him to do His will.” When we leave error and we repent of sin, the Lord forgives and blesses 
us. Correction and repentance are blessings. They start us on a new and better path. Correction 
brings hope and life!  And we should thank God every day for a new start in life. 

Fourth, the Bible is profitable for training in righteousness.  It helps Christians to mature and 
to be equipped for doing good. God’s word trains us in what to do and how to do it.  It provides 
the examples of godliness and righteousness that we need. It reveals the life of Jesus Christ, 
who is the great example of righteousness and service.  

I sometimes wonder if God doesn’t get frustrated with us as He did with Israel. God is 
calling to us through His word, but we aren’t always listening. God said in Isaiah 65 verses 1 and 
2, “I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be 
found by those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ to a nation which did not call 
on My name.  I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in the 
way which is not good, following their own thoughts.”  People today are much like this; they 
follow their own thoughts rather than listen to God. 
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Let’s pray together.  Father, we’re so grateful that You have given us Your Word.  Help us to 
be wise.  To not only hear the things you say, but also to do them.  This is our prayer in the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

The person who neglects to listen to God is no better off than the person who says there is 
no God.  He’s lost sight of what a treasure Scripture is. God’s Word is here in this book; and we 
must take the time to read it.  Are you listening to God? Do you know what the Bible teaches?  
If you love Him, you’ll listen to Him, you’ll hear His voice on every matter. Remember Hebrews 
2 verses 1 to 3?  “For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation?” My friend, don’t gamble with your soul by assuming that you 
know what is in the Bible. Study it for yourself. Be noble like the Bereans; search the Scriptures. 
Don’t accept what some preacher says and not check it out for yourself. Your soul is too 
important to listen to the wrong sources. Listen to the Lord. 

Now, the more you know God, the more you’ll want to become a Christian and follow Him.  
To become a Christian you must hear the gospel and believe with all your heart that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. Out of love, repent of your sins and turn your life over to God. Confess 
the Lord Jesus as the Christ, and be baptized.  Now baptism is an immersion in water in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And when you are baptized, the Lord will 
wash away your sins (Acts 22:16), make you His child (Galatians 3 verses 26 and 27), and raise 
you up to walk in newness of life (Romans verses 6:3 to 4).  Oh, I hope and pray you’ll believe 
and obey the Lord today. 

We hope today’s study about the Lord and His Word, has stirred your heart. Think about 
what we’ve studied.  And if you live in the United States and want a free printed copy or a CD of 
this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 
73083 or send an email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call the Search office toll-free at 
1-800-321-8633.  Now, if you live outside the United States you can download our material or 
watch the program online at our website: searchtv.org.  Now don’t worry, we won’t ask you for 
money or put you on a list. We offer free Bible correspondence courses, and if you would like 
one, please let us know. 

Please get involved with a church of Christ. They love you and they support our ministry, for 
which we’re grateful. If you are looking for a healthy, Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to 
help you find one. Churches of Christ love guests, and you’ll be glad you worshiped.  Well we’ll 
be back next week, Lord willing.  So keep searching God’s Word with us and tell a friend. God 
bless you and we love you, from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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