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“God’s Love” 
 

We can never learn too much about God’s love for us. Hello, I’m Phil Sanders. This is a Bible 
study, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.” Today we’re going to try to get a glimpse on a topic beyond our 
comprehension—the love of God. So stay with us. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. When you 
consider how much God loves us, it’s only fitting that we give Him the full measure of our love and 
devotion. Each week we come into your home with a Bible lesson, because we want to know 
everything we can about the God we love. We’re always so delighted when you spend this time with 
us. We want to be a part of your life each week. 

You can’t measure some things in life. You can measure the rain; you can tell the temperature; 
you can feel the wind; but you can’t measure a smile, the twinkle in someone’s eye, a kind word, or the 
value of a hug. To love and be loved are the greatest treasures in this life. Nothing can replace them. 
We all know what it is to be ignored, forgotten, or treated unkindly. We also know what it means to be 
comforted when we hurt, to be included, to be forgiven, or to receive a gift. 

People know when they’re loved, but they don’t always realize how much God loves them or all 
the ways that He loves them. Today we’ll explore that love, so that we may live everyday with 
thanksgiving in our hearts. Fully realizing how much God loves you can really be a life-changing 
experience for you. No matter who you are, God sees you as someone He wants to save and to make 
His child.  

The more you know God, the more you’ll love Him. The more you count your blessings, the 
more you will see the good that He has done in your life. God’s kindness and goodness draw us to Him. 
James 1:17 says that, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” 

Well, if you want to study more about God’s Love, we offer the information on this program 
free. If you would like a printed copy or a CD of our study, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's 
Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, call our toll-
free telephone number.  That number is 1-800-321-8633.  We also stream this program on our 
website; that’s www.searchtv.org.   The Edmond church will now worship in song, and then we’ll read 
from Ephesians 3:14 to 19, and study more about God’s love. 

Our Scripture reading today comes from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 3, verses 14 to 
19. “For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”  Oh, that’s a reading from 
God’s Holy Word, a prayer of the apostle Paul.  Let’s pray together.  Father, may this day be one that 
helps us to understand just how much You love us and help us, Father, to love You.  This is our prayer 
in the name of Jesus.  Amen! 

The psalmist David wrote in Psalm 139, verses 1 through 6, “O LORD, you have searched me 
and known me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You 
search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on 
my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your 

mailto:Searchtv@searchtv.org
http://www.searchtv.org/


In Search of the Lord's Way 

11/24/2013 God’s Love 2 

hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.” The Bible 
describes David as a man after God’s own heart, yet David was a very imperfect man. He was deeply 
spiritual; he loved God and wrote beautiful songs like Psalm 23. Yet David was very much human and 
sinned against God. 

David longed to build a temple for the Lord because he grieved that the ark of God dwelled in 
tents, while he lived in a house. But according to 1 Chronicles 22, verse 8, God would not let David 
build the Temple because he had “shed so much blood on the earth.” While David showed many godly 
qualities, he also committed adultery with Bathsheba and had Uriah her husband killed in battle. David 
is so much like all of us, sometimes doing good and sometimes doing evil. The Lord Jesus described the 
character of man in Matthew 26 and verse 41, when He said, “the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” We want to do right but often find ourselves doing what is wrong. 

It’s the tendency of people to downplay their sins, to excuse or dismiss sin as some small thing 
of no consequence. We laugh at our sins and have forgotten at times how to blush. Selfishly, we would 
rather justify our actions than to confess that we’re wrong. Some buy into the notion of situation 
ethics, that the situation determines whether an act is right or wrong. By doing so, they push God out 
of their lives. They think God doesn’t see wrong in what they do, because they don’t want to think it’s 
wrong. But God has spoken clearly in Scripture about sin and its consequences. 

Every sin, yours and mine, is utterly offensive to God. Habakkuk 1:13 says of God, “Your eyes 
are too pure to approve evil, And You cannot look on wickedness with favor.” Now, we may consider 
some sin as a small matter, but God sees sin very differently. He cannot approve evil.  

The Bible teaches in 1 John 4 and verse 8 that God is love. Well, that’s so very true, and we are 
indeed grateful for that. However, the Bible also teaches in 1 John 1, verses 5 and 6 that “God is Light, 
and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him (that is with God) and 
yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” Whatever understanding we have about 
the loving nature of God must also be understood in the light that He is utterly righteous and morally 
pure. We can’t walk in darkness or live in sin and still have fellowship with God.  

 Proverbs 15, verse 9 says that, “The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but He 
loves one who pursues righteousness.” An abomination is something repugnant or detestable. God 
rejects the way of the wicked as an abomination, as unclean and loathsome. God’s love does not 
change how He sees sin; God despises sin. But God’s love will determine how He regards people. God 
utterly loves the person who makes it his business to pursue righteousness.   

It is only when we see ourselves through God’s eyes that we understand the full extent of His 
love for us. Our sins make us ugly and profane in His eyes; but God is able to see beyond our sinful 
ugliness to what we can become through His grace and mercy. The Lord sees our sin, yes; but He 
prepared a way to free us from our sins, so that we might become altogether lovely to Him. By 
sacrificing His Son Jesus, He was able to forgive us all our sins and to transform us into His children. 

The love of God is not hidden; it was demonstrated beyond dispute in the death of Jesus Christ 
upon the cross. The Bible says in Romans 5, verses 6 to 8, “For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”  We were weak, ungodly, and sinners; but Christ was still willing to die for 
our sins and to wash us clean in His blood. Such love is truly beyond comprehension. 

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5, verses 19 to 21, “that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of 
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reconciliation. And therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He (that is God) made Him (that is 
Christ) who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.”  God washes us clean in the blood of Christ to atone for our sins, so that we may be able to be 
reconciled, that is to have a loving relationship with Him. 

The prophet Micah said in Micah 7, verses 18 to 19, “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger 
forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our 
iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” God loves us, not because we 
are so loveable. God loves us because He is so loving, so good, and so gracious. The Lord’s love is 
compassionate beyond measure. He treats us much better than we deserve. Have you ever considered 
just how often we sin against God? Most people sin every single day, day after day. Each sin is 
abominable to God. If a person sinned only once a day, he would have sinned more than 18,000 times 
by the age of fifty. 

Even Christian people who want to do right find themselves doing things they regret. The 
Scriptures teach in Romans 3, verse 23 that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” First 
John 1 and 8 says to the Christians, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” Verse ten says that, “If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us.” The fact is we are all human. “The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”  

Many people think if a Christian sins, he’s a hypocrite; but this is not so. A hypocrite is someone 
who pretends to be something he does not intend to be. The faithful Christian may sin, but he wishes 
he hadn’t. In fact, he will penitently confess to God that he has done wrong and ask God to forgive 
Him. There’s a lot of difference between this person who loves God and the one who loves to sin and 
then pretends he’s righteous. Being weak is not the same as being a hypocrite. 

God knows all about us; He knows our weaknesses, and yet loves us in spite of ourselves. Psalm 
103, verses 8 to 14 says, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to 
our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does 
he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD 
shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.”  

God’s love is great toward those who fear Him and love Him. God doesn’t have our limits. We 
live and die on this earth, but God’s love lasts for an eternity. Psalm 103, verses 15 to 18 says, “As for 
man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is 
gone, and its place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep his 
covenant and remember to do his commandments.” God’s love for His people is not only for this life 
but extends into heaven. 
 God’s love reaches into our lives far beyond the cross of Christ. The Bible says in Romans 8 and 
verse 32, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?” When we become children of God, God blesses every aspect of our lives. 
Ephesians 1 and verse 3 says that God the Father “has blessed us with every (every) spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in Christ.” He gives us His Word to teach and guide us. He hears our prayers. He 
gives us life. He provides for our needs. 
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 The promise of the Lord Jesus is still very true. He said in Matthew 6:31 to 33, “Do not worry 
then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ For the 
Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Oh, God 
takes care of those who love Him. 
 We sometimes imagine God has somehow forgotten us. Isaiah speaks of Jerusalem or Zion 
thinking that idea in Isaiah 49. But here’s how God answered Zion in Isaiah 49, verses 15 to 16, “Can a 
woman forget her nursing child And have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may 
forget, but I will not forget you. Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are 
continually before Me.” God cannot and will not forget you. The Lord invites us in 1 Peter 5 and verse 7 
to cast all our cares, all our worries, all our anxieties upon Him, “because He cares for you.” 
 God doesn’t see us as numbers, as nations, as cities, or as families. He sees us as individuals. 
And each person matters greatly to Him. He created us as unique individuals with features that 
separate us from every other person in the world. We each have unique fingerprints, DNA, teeth, and 
eye patterns. Yes, the Lord loves the whole world; but He loves you for who you are. He deeply desires 
to have a relationship with you. He wants you as His precious child, not a meaningless slave. He wants 
you as His beloved friend. 
 Of all the blessings that we possess, nothing, nothing compares with being a child of God. The 
Bible says in 1 John 3 and verse 1, “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would 
be called the children of God; and such we are.” When you become a Christian, you become a child of 
God, holy, beloved, and chosen. God blesses you with His grace and favor and is preparing a place in 
heaven just for you. He wants you to come and live with Him in glory forever. 
 The Lord said in John 10 and verse 10, “I have come that you might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” The Lord wants to bless us now and to bless us forever. Will you accept His offer of love 
and blessing?  Let’s pray.  O Father, help us to love You ever bit as much as You have loved us.  This is 
our prayer in the name of Jesus, our Lord.  Amen! 

Someone, I don’t know who, rightly said, “God didn't promise days without pain, laughter 
without sorrow, sun without rain, but He did promise strength for the day, comfort for the tears, and 
light for the way.” God’s love doesn’t mean that we won’t face pain and challenges. God doesn’t stop 
pain, but He helps us work through the pain and often gives us blessing from it. In Christ we have an 
unconquerable love. In Christ we realize that the love of God and the grace of God is greater than 
whatever challenge we have.  

To enjoy God’s love for eternity is worth any sacrifice or struggle. The Bible says in Romans 8, 
verses 38 to 39, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God is utterly 
committed to us, and we must be utterly committed to Him. 

To become a Christian, one must believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. Without faith 
we cannot please God. Faith and love leads a person to repent of sin, to turn to what is right. The 
blessing of repentance corrects our lives and heals our souls. A penitent believer is willing to confess 
the Lord Jesus Christ before others and to be baptized. The Lord Jesus said in John 3:5, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” This 
new birth happens in the waters of baptism.  And we urge you to respond to God’s love today. 
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We hope that today’s study of God’s love has blessed you. If you want a free printed copy or a 
CD of this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 
or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call the Search office toll-free at 1-800-321-
8633.  Our programs appear on our website at www.searchtv.org. We offer a Bible correspondence 
course that will help you learn more about God’s will for your life. If you would like to have one, just let 
us know. We also offer free study sheets that go along with our programs. You can download them 
free at our website before each program or you can call and request them. Now we won’t pressure you 
for money or put you on a list.  

Please worship with a church of Christ in your area. They’re the reason we don’t ask for money. 
And if you’re looking for a church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one. Churches of Christ love 
guests, and they want you to come and visit with them.  You’ll be glad you attended.  Well, we’ll be 
back next week, Lord willing. So keep searching God’s Word with us and tell a friend. God bless you 
and we love you from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way. 
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