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"When We Fail" 
 

 A lady called and said, “Phil, I’ve made the worst mistake of my life. What am I to do? Is there 
any hope for someone like me?” Hello, I’m Phil Sanders; and this is a Bible study, “In Search of the 
Lord’s Way.” I told her there is always hope. Stay tuned and we’ll see why. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. The Bible 
teaches us the things that we most need to know. It speaks to us with wisdom and gives us the help we 
need when we need it. Though the truth is not always easy to hear, it’s always what’s best for us. It 
reminds us of the love of God and of the desire that God has to save us and bless us. Even when we’ve 
made the biggest mistakes, God’s Word gives us hopes. Thanks for taking time with us today. We want 
to be part of your life each week. 

The lady asked me, “Is there hope for someone like me?” Sometimes people think they have so 
messed up their lives with sin that there’s no hope for them at all. Some even think they’re beyond 
God’s ability to forgive. God, however, reveals His perfect patience with us in the blood of Jesus. He 
knows all about us. And in spite of our sins, the Lord still loves us and wants us to be saved. God can 
help you find forgiveness.  

The apostle Paul said in 1 Timothy 1, verses 15 to 16, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom (he said) I am 
foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy (Paul says), so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal 
life.” Now, if Paul is the foremost sinner, you aren’t. If God could save him as foremost, then God can 
always save and forgive you. There is hope! You can come to God. 

Now, if you want to study more about this topic, we offer the information on this program free. 
If you would like a printed copy or CD of our study and you live in the United States, mail your request 
to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an e-mail to 
searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call our toll-free telephone number.  That number is 1-800-321-
8633.  Now, if you live outside the United States, we have materials free online, and you can stream 
this program on our website at www.searchtv.org.    

Well, the Edmond church will now worship in song; we’ll read from Psalm 103:8 to 12, and we 
will examine what God can do for us, even when we fail. 

Our reading today comes from Psalm 103, verses 8 to 12. “The Lord is compassionate and 
gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.  He will not always strive with us, Nor will He 
keep His anger forever.  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward 
those who fear Him.  As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions 
from us.”  That’s a reading from God’s Holy Word.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we are so grateful that 
You have loved us and have been compassionate and kind to us.  Help us to devote ourselves to You 
always.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

 The New Testament tells of a man whose faith failed for a time. Now, while circumstances may 
differ, the experience of trying but failing is common to all of us. Matthew 14, verses 22 to 32 says, 
“Immediately He (that is Jesus) made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other 
side, while He sent the crowds away. After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain 
by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. But the boat was already a long 
distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of 
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the night He came to them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, and said, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, ‘Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to 
come to You on the water.’ And He said, ‘Come!’ And Peter got out of the boat, and (he) walked on the 
water and came toward Jesus. But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ (Well), Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and 
said to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ (Well), When they got into the boat, the wind 
stopped. And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s Son!’ ”  

 Now, as long as Peter kept his eyes on Jesus, he did well; but when Peter became frightened by 
the wind, he began to sink. His faith in the Lord kept him afloat. And how often people take their eyes 
off of Jesus and put it on their circumstances. They forget who Jesus is and how powerful He is. When 
Peter sank, he cried out for Jesus to save him. We all need saving from sin. Peter showed doubt, but 
the Lord graciously helped him anyway.  And you know what; He will also help you even in those times 
when your faith seems small. Call to Him. He’ll reach out his hand and help you back to safety. When 
you see the power of God, you too will say, “You are certainly God’s Son!”  

 In Matthew 16, verses 21 to 23 Jesus “warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He 
was the Christ. (And) From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the 
third day. Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This shall never 
happen to You.’ But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.’ ”  

 Oddly, Peter first confessed Christ, but he missed the point about His suffering. Jesus blessed 
Peter for confessing Him as the Christ, the Son of the living God; but Peter missed the word “must” in 
Jesus’ prophecy about his upcoming suffering and crucifixion. Now, Peter didn’t rebuke Jesus out of 
spite. Peter loved the Lord and didn’t want Him to suffer and die. But the suffering and crucifixion 
“must” take place for Jesus to fulfill the will of God. Jesus rebuked Peter for thinking about himself and 
his own desire to be with Jesus on earth. He didn’t fully realize that God’s plan for Jesus; and it was to 
die upon the cross. You know, Peter would eventually witness all of it. And when Peter stood in Jesus’ 
way at this point, Jesus, you remember, said, “Get behind me, Satan!” I don’t know of any other time 
that Jesus calls someone “Satan.” But Peter had become a stumbling block to the will of God and was 
acting like Satan. You know, it’s always a failure when someone opposes the will of God, but even with 
such a sin, Jesus did not completely forsake Peter.  

 In Matthew chapter 17, verses 1 to 5 the Bible says, “Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter 
and James and John his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves. And He was 
transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as 
light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.’ (Well), While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, 
a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’ ” 
Now, God chose this mountain top to reveal the glory of Jesus, a greater glory than that of Moses or 
Elijah who are servants of God. Jesus, however, is the Son of God. We are to listen to Jesus, to obey 
Him always.  
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 Many people listen to the wrong sources. Now, Moses was God’s lawgiver; and Elijah was God’s 
prophet. Each of them had a ministry to Israel in their day. God used them to do great things. And up 
until Peter met Jesus, Peter would have regarded Moses and Elijah as his great heroes. And that’s why 
he wanted to show them respect. But God now speaks to us through His Son Jesus. Jesus isn’t just 
another lawgiver or prophet. Jesus is God’s Son, and God wants us to listen to Him. Now, if you put 
your preacher up on a pedestal, you’ve made the same mistake that Peter made. If you put a human 
denomination before Jesus, you’ve made a great mistake. Jesus is our only authority! And God 
corrected Peter, expecting Peter to change and to become different. When we’re mistaken, we too 
should correct our thinking. Today, people need to turn from man-made religion and start listening to 
Jesus. Even people with the best intentions can be wrong; and they need to listen to the Lord. 

 Matthew 26, verses 31 to 35 reveals another sin of Peter. It says, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You 
will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’ But 
Peter said to Him, (Oh), ‘Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times.’ Peter said to Him, (Well), ‘Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.’ And all the 
disciples said the same thing too.”  

 But you remember what happened. Matthew 26, verses 69 to 75 tells the story, “Now Peter 
was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You too were with Jesus 
the Galilean.’ But he denied it before them all, saying, (Well), ‘I do not know what you are talking 
about.’ When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and said to those who 
were there, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ And again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know 
the man.’ (Now), A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Surely you too are one of 
them; for even the way you talk gives you away.’ Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know the 
man!’ And immediately a rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had 
said, ‘Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.”  

 Although Peter boasted that he would give his life for Jesus, he still denied being a disciple of 
the Lord three times. Now, Peter allowed his fear to overcome his love. Jesus was present when Peter 
denied him the third time. Luke 22, verse 61 says that Jesus turned and looked at Peter. And then Peter 
went out and wept bitterly. Have you ever committed such a sin, that you wept bitterly for it. You 
know, sin brings such guilt and regret; it makes a man hate what he’s done and even hate himself. Sin 
is the single greatest destroyer of self-esteem.  

 Now, as for Peter, the Lord can see beyond the present. Luke reveals the heart of Jesus toward 
Peter. Jesus said in Luke 22, verses 31 to 34, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission 
to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you 
have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Now, Jesus also knows when you and I fail. Have you 
ever thought that the Lord may be praying for us, for you and for me? Jesus knew Peter would come 
back after his failure.  He said, “Once you have turned again, (then He commands him to) strengthen 
your brothers.” God knows our weaknesses; but because He loves us, He is willing to forgive and give 
us the opportunity to change. Let me suggest some things that you can do if you fail.   

 First, admit and confess your failure. Don't try to blame others or ignore your failure. Sin won’t 
vanish away on its own. God remembers. And being honest with yourself and with God is the first step 
to overcoming any weakness. John said in 1 John 1, verses 8 and 9 that, “If we say that we have no sin, 
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(then) we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The blood of Jesus can 
cleanse Christians from every sin. Let me suggest that you talk to trusted friends, Christian friends, to 
gain their help and wisdom. James 5 and verse 16 says, “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.” God can heal our bodies, our souls, and our lives.  Pray that God will help you to 
use your failures as a training ground for your spiritual growth.  

 And so second we say, learn from your failures. Learn what you did wrong and then grow from 
it. Peter denied Christ three times before the cock crowed. His failure is recorded in all four of the 
gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The best-selling book of all time tells about his failure. 
Maybe there are times when you feel like Peter did – that you've failed and you are worthless. But 
don't lose hope. Failure doesn’t have to be the end for the believer. Don't give up. Take your failure 
seriously, but not hopelessly. Consider what you did wrong; realize that sin offends God; and then 
determine never to repeat that behavior again. Commit yourself to follow in the Lord’s steps and not 
let sin overcome you. God is ready to forgive the penitent and the contrite person.  Psalm 34 and verse 
18 says that, “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” God 
loves people, even when they sin; and He wants to help us overcome that sin. And when we humbly 
and penitently turn to Him with contrite hearts, He opens His heart towards us. 

 Third, turn to God for help. My friend, God loves you. And He is patient with us in our 
weaknesses. We all need the strength of God in our lives. Hebrews 4 and verse 16 says, “Therefore let 
us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.”  You know, the Scripture promises in 1 Corinthians 10 and verse 13 that, “No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape 
also, so that you will be able to endure it.” We need to believe God will be with us to help us with the 
strength that we need or He is going to make a way of escape. The one thing that we must never, 
never forget, even if we have failed in the past, God is still on our side and loves us.  Let’s pray 
together.  Father in Heaven, we are so grateful that Your grace is greater than our sins; that You are 
patient with us; and that You love us and can forgive us.  Father, help us to be humble and penitent as 
we approach You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

The Lord is ready to forgive, if He knows you sorrow for your sins and are willing to repent. If 
Jesus could forgive Peter for denying him three times, He can forgive you. David said in Psalm 51 and 
verse 17 that, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will 
not despise.” A contrite heart and godly sorrow will lead a person to repent. One is not fully obedient 
to the Lord merely by being sorry or even by wishing he hadn’t sinned. He must also change his ways. 
Peter turned again; David turned again; and so must we.  

When Peter preached the first gospel sermon on the day of Pentecost, his words pierced the 
hearts of those who were listening. They felt deep guilt and wanted to know what to do to find 
forgiveness. Peter said in Acts 2, verses 38 and 39, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, (even) as many as the Lord our God 
shall call to Himself.” That’s the same message that we bring to you, my friend; if you’re not a 
Christian, we want you to become one today. And that’s the message for all people in all places for all 
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time. It’s a message of hope and deliverance, of joy and salvation. You can go to heaven and live 
forever with the Lord if you will come to Him. No matter what you’ve said or done. No matter how 
much pain you’ve brought to yourself or others, there is hope for you when you believe, repent, 
confess, and are baptized. Now, your sins will all be washed away, and you’ll become a child of God 
and be added to the Lord’s church. Won’t you obey today? 

We hope that today’s study about the grace of God and hope has stirred your heart. We hope 
you’ll think about what we’ve studied. Now, if you live in the United States and you want a free printed 
copy or a CD of this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, 
OK 73083 or send an email to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call the Search office toll-free at 1-
800-321-8633. Now, if you live outside the United States you can download our material or watch the 
program online at our website: www.searchtv.org. Now, don’t worry, we won’t ask you for money or 
put you on a list. 

We do ask that you please get involved with a church of Christ. Oh, they love you and they 
support our ministry; and we’re grateful for that. Now, if you are looking for a healthy, Biblical church 
home, we’ll be happy to help you find one. Well, God bless you and we love you from all of us at In 
Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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