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"Holiness" 
 

People don’t use the word “holy” very often these days. What is holiness? Hello, I’m Phil 
Sanders; and this is a Bible study, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.” Today we’re exploring God’s holiness 
and how He longs for us to be holy. So, stay with us. 

Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. The Bible is 
sacred and holy, unlike any other book in the world. Because God is holy, we can count on His promises 
to be utterly trustworthy and right. God’s Word reflects God’s character. A holy God has given to us a 
holy book, the Bible. Aren’t you thankful for this marvelous gift? We thank you for spending time with 
us today; and we want to be part of your life each week. 

God Himself is utterly holy and cannot approve of sin. The Lord calls His people to be holy, to be 
distinct from other people. In the Old Testament, God commanded Israel to separate from other 
nations and from everything that compromised their commitment to the Lord. In the New Testament, 
God calls Christians to separate themselves from the things that are worldly and sinful.  So, throughout 
the Bible, God distinguishes what is holy from what is profane, what is clean from what is unclean, 
what is sacred from what is common. Living holy lives puts Christians at odds with a sinful world. And, 
unfortunately, many nominal Christians have forgotten their calling and live like everyone else. You can 
hardly tell any difference between their lives and the lives of people who don’t follow God at all. 

When Christians think, talk, and act like non-Christians, they demonstrate that they aren’t 
serious about their faith or that their faith doesn’t require much of them. If Christians live worldly lives, 
how can they ask others to repent of their sins or live by a higher moral standard? God expects His 
people to live by the Biblical teaching, not by the religious standards of our culture.  Cultural religion is 
not Biblical Christianity.  Cultural religion says if it’s legal, it is morally okay; but God isn’t ruled by 
changing cultures. He is forever God, the same in every land and culture. 

We gladly offer this study free; and if you would like a printed copy or CD of our study and you 
live in the United States, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 
73083 or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can call our toll-free telephone number, 
and that number is 1-800-321-8633.  Now, if you live outside of the United States we offer free 
materials on our website at www.searchtv.org.   The Edmond church will now worship in song; we’ll 
read from 2 Corinthians 6, verses 14 to 18, and we will examine holiness. 

Our reading today comes from 2 Corinthians chapter 6, verses 14 to 18. “Do not be bound (that 
is, unequally yoked) together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and 
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or 
what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God with 
idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among 
them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and 
be separate,’ says the Lord. ‘And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you.  And I will be a 
father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ Says the Lord Almighty.” That’s a reading 
from 2 Corinthians 6, verses 14 to 18.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we are grateful for the joy we have 
in Christ. And, we pray that as we think of Your Word, and as we think about our lives that we will live 
holy lives that are separated to Your service.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

The word “sanctify” means to set apart for a holy purpose. Now, when God makes someone or 
something holy, He dedicates or consecrates it for His use. For instance, Moses turned aside to see a 
burning bush in the wilderness. Exodus 3, verses 4 to 5 says that, “When the LORD saw that he turned 
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aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, 
‘Here I am.’ And, then He said, ‘Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ ” God made that particular spot holy, unlike all the 
common ground surrounding it. 

Now, in the Old Testament God regarded the tabernacle, and then later the temple, and 
everything in them as holy. And, in fact the outer room of the tabernacle was called the holy place, and 
the inner room was the Most Holy place or the Holy of Holies. God consecrated Aaron and his sons to 
be priests and regarded their ministry as holy. Priests had to wash themselves and dress appropriately 
before they could enter the tabernacle to serve God. Israelites had to be sure they were morally and 
ritually clean before entering the precincts of the tabernacle or the temple.  

When we worship God, we should remember that we are approaching a holy God. Now, God is 
love, but He is also utterly holy. We should not presume upon His grace if we treat Him as anything less 
than a holy God.  Isaiah tells of his experience in Isaiah 6, verses 1 to 7; it says, “In the year of King 
Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the 
temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two 
he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is 
the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.’ And the foundations of the thresholds trembled 
at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. And then I said (Isaiah 
speaking), ‘Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people 
of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.’ Then one of the seraphim flew to 
me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my 
mouth with it and said, ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin 
is forgiven.’ ” 

  Isaiah saw the glory and the holiness of God. And, we too should realize how holy and majestic 
our God is. He is “Holy, Holy, Holy.” I fear our society has forgotten the utter holiness of God. Many 
think God is like a common man and ought to be happy that we worship Him at all. They never 
consider whether they are following God’s commandments or showing the proper respect to Him. 
They don’t even realize that it’s a privilege just to enter into His presence. Psalm 5 and verse 4 says this 
about God, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You.” We 
must respect God and approach Him with reverence. Hebrews 12, verses 28 to 29 says, “let us offer to 
God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” Why would the 
Bible say that?  Why would the Bible say that? 

 Well, the Old Testament tells of two priests who dishonored God by presumptuously offering 
up incense on their own initiative and without the commandment of God. Leviticus 10, verses 1 
through 3 says, “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron (the High Priest), took their respective 
firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange (or “unauthorized”) 
fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. And the fire came out from the presence of 
the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘It is what 
the LORD spoke, saying,’ ‘By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the 
people I will be honored.’ ”  

Now, when we worship, we must first realize that acting on our own initiative rather than 
obeying God’s commandment fails to show honor to God and does not treat Him as holy. Treating God 
as holy means listening and following God’s instructions, doing it carefully and lovingly; it means taking 
Him seriously. Now, Jesus once asked in Luke 6, verse 46, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not 
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do what I say?” We Christians must not presume that we can offer unauthorized worship before God, 
that is ways of worship never found in the New Testament.  And, this is why churches of Christ, in 
churches of Christ we don’t use instruments of music but simply sing.  

Second, we must realize that God has never accepted the worship of wicked people who 
continue in their sins. God said through the prophet in Isaiah 1, verses 15 to 17, “So when you spread 
out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not 
listen. Your hands (He said) are covered with blood. Wash yourselves, and make yourselves clean; 
Remove the evil from your deeds and those evil from My sight. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek 
justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.” When people appear before 
God in worship, they must come humbly, forsaking their sins and seeking forgiveness. 

Now, we all sin and we all need the forgiveness of God. God is ready and willing to forgive those 
who come to Him seeking forgiveness. Psalm 34 and verse 18 says that, “The LORD is near to the 
brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Again Psalm 51, verse 17 says, “The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”  
Kneeling in the shadow of the cross, remembering the great love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ ought to 
break our hearts and lead us to repent.  

When we become Christians, God washes away our sins and sanctifies us. Hebrews 10 and 
verse 29 reminds us that we’ve been sanctified or made holy by the blood of the covenant. Revelation 
1, verses 5 to 6 says that Jesus Christ “loves us and released us from our sins by His blood – and He has 
made us to be a kingdom, (and listen to this) priests to His God and Father and to Him be glory and the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” You see, the Bible calls every Christian a priest. 

In 1 Peter 2, verses 9 to 10, the Bible says to Christians, “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness and into His marvelous light; for you were once 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” The words “chosen,” “priesthood,” “holy,” and “God’s own possession” leap out at 
you and me from this verse.  God has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light and to be the 
kingdom of His beloved Son. We are God’s people, living in His mercy and grace.  

Now, how we treat the grace of God matters. Second Timothy 2, verses 19 to 22 says, 
“Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal that, ‘The Lord knows those who are 
His,’ and, ‘Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.’ Now in a large 
house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and 
some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will 
be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.  (And so he says) 
Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on 
the Lord from a pure heart.” You know, if we wish to honor God for how He has blessed us, we need to 
keep our hearts and our lives pure and free from sin. 

Now, this change in our relationship with God affects how the world views us. The Lord Jesus 
said in John 15 and verse 19 that, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.” Now, 
many Christians don’t realize they aren’t of this world any longer; they call Jesus ‘Lord’ but sadly they 
live lives that are worldly. You can’t distinguish their ways from the ways of people who don’t know 
Jesus. The world hates a Christian who wants to live a holy life but loves a worldly and compromising 
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Christian. Well, though such people were once sanctified by the blood of Jesus, they didn’t take the 
grace of God seriously enough to change their lives and take a moral stand for their faith. 

Now, if we’ve been blessed by the grace of God, we ought to live as people of God. If we are a 
holy nation, let’s live holy lives. If we are a royal priesthood, let’s remember that God expects us to 
respect and to honor Him. Paul encouraged the church at Corinth in 2 Corinthians 7, verse 1, 
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” Let’s keep our minds, our hearts, and our language, and 
our lives pure. Let’s keep our eyes and our ears from evil, and our hands from sin, and our bodies from 
iniquity. Let’s stop doing wrong and start growing in holiness. If we respect or fear God, let’s show it by 
our lives.  

Some religions teach a person can do whatever he wishes but can never lose his salvation. My 
friends, listen to me. You can’t keep on sinning willfully against a holy God and expect Him to keep on 
forgiving you. Hebrews 10, verses 26 to 31 says, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of 
judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. Now, anyone who set aside the 
Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much severer 
punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has 
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit 
of grace? For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine, and I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will 
judge his people.’ It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  

You see, there comes a point when God will no longer apply the blood of Jesus to cleanse you 
from sin. “There no longer remains (as the Bible says) a sacrifice for sins.” God will not put up with 
people who forsake Him and willfully continue to sin. We have free will, yes; but freedom means that 
there are consequences to our choices. You can’t continue living a sinful life and still please God.  

Well, why does all this matter? Because holiness matters! Remember what God says in 2 
Corinthians 6, verses 17 to 18, “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. 
“And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. And I will be a father to you, And you shall 
be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty.” If you love God and you want to serve Him, 
then stay away from sin. It’s a privilege to be a child of God! Let’s honor and glorify our Father in 
Heaven by living holy lives. The unclean will stain you and it will destroy you. Sin will deceive you and 
harden your heart. The best way to protect your soul and the soul of your loved ones is to keep close 
to God.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we are grateful for your grace and mercy.  Help us not to take that 
grace and mercy in vain, but to live holy lives.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

Some Christians live with this thought in mind: “How much of the world and the ways of the 
world can we participate in and still get to heaven?” Well, those who think such things aren’t really 
setting their minds on becoming holy and following God. They may even place the approval of men in 
front of the approval of God. Authentic Christians ask, “How close to Jesus can we become; how much 
can we be like Him in our thoughts, and words, and deeds?” Which of these two ways describes you? 
Are you an authentic Christian? 

First Corinthians 6, verses 19 to 20 asks, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been 
bought with a price: and therefore glorify God in your body.” The Lord Jesus purchased you, not with 
silver or gold but with His blood to redeem you from the world and its ways. You’re not your own. You 
belong to the Lord Jesus, so glorify God with righteous thoughts and lives. Be true to your faith! 



In Search of the Lord's Way 

7/14/2013 Holiness 5 

To become a Christian, you must be cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Believe Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and confess Him before others. Repent of your sins, humbly forsaking them and 
turning to the ways of the Lord. Then because you love the Lord, be baptized into Christ and into His 
death. Romans 6, verses 3 to 4 says, “Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through 
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we 
too might walk in newness of life.” The blood of Jesus cleanses you when you’re baptized, so be 
baptized today! 

We hope that we’ve stirred your heart to pursue a life of holiness. If you would like a printed 
copy or a CD of our study and you live in the United States, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's 
Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.   

Or, you can call our toll-free telephone number; and that number is 1-800-321-8633.  Now, if 
you live outside the United States we offer all of these materials free and they’re on our website.  You 
can read, or hear, or see the program at www.searchtv.org.  

We ask that you please get involved with a church of Christ. They love you and they support our 
ministry. Now, if you’re looking for a healthy, Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to help you find 
one. Churches of Christ want guests; they love guests; and you’ll be glad that you worshipped with 
them; and then if you become a part of that church family they’ll be happy.  We will be back next 
week, Lord willing. So, we ask that you keep searching God’s Word with us and tell a friend about this 
program. Well, God bless you and we love you from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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