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What does the future hold? Are there any promises in life that we can count on? Hello, I’m Phil 
Sanders; and this is a Bible study, “In Search of the Lord’s Way.” Today, we’re going to examine the life 
that God desires for us. So stay with us. 

 
Hello, I’m Phil Sanders and we’re here to search God’s Word for the Lord’s Way. The Lord Jesus 

has the words of eternal life, and those words can be found in the Bible, God’s Holy Word. We can 
believe the Bible about eternal life, because the Lord Jesus rose from the dead. Since He Himself 
overcame death, He has the power to give eternal life to us. We have this assurance in the Scriptures; 
and this is why we go back to the Bible again and again. We want to live with God forever. Thanks for 
taking time with us today. We want to be a part of your life each week. 

Our life on earth is full of questions and uncertainties. We all have good days and bad days. 
Things don’t always turn out the way that we plan. Ecclesiastes 9, verse 11 says, “Again I saw that 
under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches 
to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all.” There 
will always be uncertainties. Can we count on anything? Is anything certain? Yes, my friend, there are 
some sure promises, and they come from God who keeps His promises. Titus 1, verse 2 describes God 
as the “God, who cannot lie” or the “God, who never lies.” We can count on the promises of God, 
because we can count on the character of God.  

One sure thing that you can count on is that God will hold you accountable for how you’ve lived 
your life. And, how you live on this earth will determine your eternal destiny.  Now, we’ll talk more 
about this later.  I have a bit of a cold today, so please bear with me as we study God’s Word 

If you would like a study, and to study more about life, we offer the information on this 
program free. If you would like a printed copy or CD of our study, mail your request to In Search of the 
Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.  Or, you can 
call our toll-free telephone number.  That number is 1-800-321-8633.  We also stream this program on 
our website at www.searchtv.org.    

The Edmond church will now worship in song; we’ll read from Ecclesiastes 3, verses 1 to 8, and 
we’ll examine life. 

 
Our reading today comes from Ecclesiastes chapter 3, verses 1 through 8. “There is an 

appointed time for everything.  And there is a time for every event under heaven – A time to give birth 
and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.  A time to kill and a time to 
heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up.  A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to mourn 
and a time to dance.  A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; A time to embrace and a 
time to shun embracing.  A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to 
throw away.  A time to tear apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak.  
A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace.”  That’s from God’s Holy Word.  
Let’s pray together.  O Father, help us to take time to live for You, to use ourselves in a way that will 
bless others because we have become like You.  Father, we are thankful for our lives and we pray that 
we may live with You forever.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
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The Gospel According to Luke tells of Jesus on the day of his resurrection. Luke 24, verses 13 to 
27 says: “And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which 
was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  And they were talking with each other about all these things 
which had taken place.  (And)While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached 
and began traveling with them.  But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.  And He said to 
them, ‘What are (these things) these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are 
walking?’ And they stood still, looking sad.   

“(Well) One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, ‘Are You the only one visiting 
Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?’ And He said to 
them, ‘What things?’ And they said to Him, ‘The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our 
rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him.  But we were hoping (they said) that 
it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things 
happened. But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the 
morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who 
said that He was alive. (Now)Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.  

“And He (that is, Jesus) said to them, ‘O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken!  Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His 
glory?’ (And)Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things 
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” 

 Don’t you wish that you could have been with Jesus that day as he explained how he fulfilled 
the Scriptures? Well, the disciples said, “We were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem 
Israel.” You see, they wanted a Jesus who would sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem. And, what 
they had was far better than a king; they had a Savior! Now, our expectations often miss the mark! 
Jesus died, but that didn’t stop Him from redeeming Israel spiritually! We must never sell God short. 
God keeps his promises. And, the problem is not in God’s ability, but in our faith.  

God doesn’t permit man to know the future. If man could foresee his future full of prosperity, 
he might become arrogant and careless; and if he could foresee his future full of adversity, he might 
become listless and despair.  

The prophets of God, because they were inspired, could speak accurately of the future; but 
people who speak on their own are poor prophets. For instance, when Edwin Drake tried to enlist 
some workers to drill for oil in 1859, they said, “Drill for oil?  You mean drill into the ground to try and 
find oil?  You’re crazy.”  A Western Union internal memo in 1876 said, “This ‘telephone’ has too many 
shortcomings to be seriously considered as a means of communication.  The device is inherently of no 
value to us.” Lord Kelvin, who was president of the Royal Society, predicted in 1895 that, “Heavier-
than-air flying machines are impossible.” Charles Duell, Commissioner of the U.S. Office of Patents, said 
in 1899 that, “Everything that can be invented has been invented.” 

The president of Michigan Savings Bank advised against investing in Ford Motor Company in 
1903. He said, "The horse is here to stay, but the automobile is only a novelty; it’s a fad." Orville Wright 
predicted, "No flying machine will ever fly from New York to Paris."  Inventor Lee DeForest predicted, 
“While theoretically and technically television may be feasible, and commercially and financially it is an 
impossibility.”  Thomas Watson, chairman of IBM, said in 1943, “I think there is a world market for 
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maybe five computers.” And Grand Ole Opry's Jim Denny said to Elvis Presley in 1954, "You ain't going 
nowhere son. You ought to go back to driving a truck."  Well, we can’t always see the future correctly.  

James 4, verses 13 to 17 says, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such 
and such a city, we will spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.’ Yet you do not 
know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.’  But as 
it is, you boast in your arrogance; and all such boasting is evil.  Therefore, to one who knows the right 
thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.” Now, since we don’t know the future, let’s do what is 
right. Let’s live every day as if it were the last day we would live on this earth.  

We must also think before we set our hearts upon anything. Will it really make us happy to 
possess what we want or achieve what we long for? The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 5, verses 10 to 12 
that, “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; 
this also is vanity. When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their 
owner but to see them with his own eyes? Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or 
much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.” You know, riches may seem nice, but the 
more you have, the more you have to take care of. The more you have, the more worried you are that 
someone will take it away from you.  

Now, God does reveal what to expect when this life is over. And, we must choose our future 
wisely. The right attitudes and the right behavior matter to God and matter for our destiny in heaven 
or hell. The Bible says in Romans 2, verses 6 to 11 that, “He will render to each one according to his 
works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does 
evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the 
Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.”  You’re deciding everyday what you can 
expect from God.  

Proverbs 10 and verse 28 says that, “The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation 
of the wicked will perish.” Again, Proverbs 11 and verse 7 says, “When the wicked dies, his hope will 
perish, and the expectation of wealth perishes too.” When people die, they can’t get their wealth back 
and the advantages back with them. The only thing you can take to heaven, my friend, is your soul and 
the good that you have done out of love for God.  The Bible says in Proverbs 11 and verse 23 that, “The 
desire of the righteous ends only in good; the expectation of the wicked is wrath.” How sad to live your 
whole life in selfishness and find in eternity only the wrath of God. You can’t live in sin and please God.  

God says in Hebrews 10, verses 26 to 31, “For if we go on sinning deliberately (willfully) after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful 
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Now, anyone who set 
aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much 
worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has 
profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of 
grace? For we know him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge his 
people.’ Oh, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  

Now, many people live ungodly lives and still expect to go to heaven! They speak ugly words, 
live ungodly lives, and scorn the will of God; but they think they’re going to heaven anyway!  And, 
they’re shocked to find out that God will reject them on the last day! You know, the preacher may 
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preach a wonderful funeral sermon for you, but that won’t save you. People may have loved you in this 
life, but that won’t save you. You may have done many kind things, but that won’t save you. Only the 
blood of Christ can wash away your sins, and only faith and obedience to the will of God can bring you 
into contact with that blood. And, every one of us needs the grace of God; we can’t have it and 
continue to live godless and sinful lives. 

 Faithful Christians who love and obey God, however, can expect many blessings from God. God 
keeps His promises. Paul said in 2 Timothy 2 and verse 10, “For this reason I endure all things for the 
sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and 
with it eternal glory.” Second Thessalonians 2 and verse 14 says, “To this he called you through our 
gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” God has called us to be His family 
and to bless us at the end of time. And, when we trust Him, love Him, serve Him, and obey Him, we 
need not fear that one day He will bless us and share His glory with us.  

Now, whether we live and serve on earth or whether we die and go to heaven, we can expect 
God’s blessing. And, even when he was in prison and chained to a guard, the apostle Paul could say in 
Philippians 1, verses 21 to 26, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  (And)If I am to live on in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to depart and to be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.” Living a faithful, loving, obedient Christian life is a 
win/win situation. Leaving this life to go and be with Christ is even better.  

We can trust God. Hebrews 11 and verse 1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.” Faith or trust means putting our hearts and our lives into God’s 
hands. He won’t let us down. Hebrews 11, verses 24 to 26 says that, “By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with 
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.” And, God will reward 
those who stand firm in their faith. The apostle Paul said in Romans 8, verse 18, “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us.” Oh, if we could see the glory of God in heaven, we would know why we should place our trust in 
God.  I want to ask you, have you placed your trust in God?  Let’s pray together.  Father, we are 
grateful for Your joy and love and all the blessings we have through Jesus.  Help us to live for You and 
to love You always.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen! 

 
Being right with God is the most important task of your life. Are you sure of your salvation? If 

you were to die today, would you be right with the true and living God?  He loves you greatly and sent 
His son Jesus to die on a cross for your sins.  And, He wants you to be right with him and to live with 
Him forever. He has a place in His heart and in heaven for you, if you’ll come to Him. 

Now, to get right with God, you must love and trust Him with all your heart. Without faith it’s 
impossible to please God. And, along with your faith and love, you must turn away from sin and live in 
the way that pleases God; and that’s repentance. Repentance is a change of heart that leads to a 
change of life. Repentance and faith will lead you to confess your faith in Christ and to be baptized. 
Baptism is an immersion in water. And, when you’re baptized, the Lord washes away your sins and 
adds you to his church. You become one of the saved and have the hope of eternal life. Peter told the 
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guilty souls on Pentecost what they needed to do to be forgiven, and that’s what you need to do today. 
He said, “Repent, and each one of you be baptized (now this is Acts 2:38) (and you do it) in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Now, as a Christian you’ll want to stay faithful to God and never turn away from following Him. 
And, if you do that, you’ll be able to live with God forever. You can put your trust in God. 

We hope that today’s study about life has stirred your heart. If you want a free printed copy or 
CD of this message, mail your request to In Search of the Lord's Way, P.O. Box 371, Edmond, OK 73083 
or send an e-mail to searchtv@searchtv.org.   

Or, you can call the Search office toll-free at 1-800-321-8633. Now, our programs appear on our 
website at www.searchtv.org. We offer Bible correspondence courses to help you learn more about 
God’s will; and if you want one, let us know. And, we offer free study sheets that go with our 
programs. Now, you can download them free before each program at our website or you can call and 
request them. Now, we won’t ask you for money or put you on a list.  

Please get involved with a church of Christ. They love you and they support our ministry.  And, 
we’re so grateful to them and to many individuals who make this program possible. Now, if you’re 
looking for a Biblical church home, we’ll be happy to help you find one. Churches of Christ love guests, 
and you’ll be glad you visited.  We’ll be back next week, Lord willing. So, keep searching God’s Word 
with us and tell a friend about this program.  Let them know what we’re doing and invite them to 
watch every week. Well, as always we want you to know that we love you and that we are praying for 
you.  And, we pray that God will bless you from all of us at In Search of the Lord’s Way.  
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