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STUDY SHEET 
July 7, 2013 

 
 
 

Life 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

What does the _________ hold? Are there any __________ in life that we can count on? 
Today, we’re going to examine the life that God ________ for us. The Lord Jesus has the 
words of _________ life, and those words can be _______ in the Bible, God’s Holy Word. 
We can believe the Bible about eternal life, because the Lord Jesus ______ from the dead. 
Since He Himself overcame death, He has the ________ to give eternal life to us. We have 
this assurance in the Scriptures; and this is why we go ______ to the Bible again and again. 
We want to live with God __________.  
 
Our life on earth is _____ of questions and uncertainties. We all have ______ days and 
_____ days. Things don’t always turn out the way that we ______. Ecclesiastes 9:11 says, 
“Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor 
bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time 
and chance happen to them all.” There will ________ be uncertainties. Can we ______ on 
anything? Is anything _________?  Yes, there are some ______ promises, and they come 
from God who ______ His promises. Titus 1:2 describes God as the “God, who ________ 
lie” or the “God, who never lies.” We can count on the promises of God, because we can 
count on the ________ of God. One sure thing that we can count on is that God will ______ 
us accountable for how we’ve lived our lives. And, how we ______ on this earth will 
determine our eternal destiny.   
 
Our reading today comes from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. Let’s pray together.  O Father, help us 
to take time to live for You, to use ourselves in a way that will bless others because we have 
become like You.  Father, we are thankful for our lives and we pray that we may live with 
You forever.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
Read what the Gospel According to Luke tells of Jesus on the day of his resurrection 
in Luke 24:13-27.   Don’t you wish that you could have been with Jesus that day as he 
explained how he __________ the Scriptures? The disciples said, “We were hoping that it 
was He who was going to redeem Israel.” They wanted a Jesus who would sit on the 
_______ of David in Jerusalem. What they had was far better than a ______; they had a 
________! Our expectations often _____ the mark! Jesus died, but that didn’t ______ Him 
from redeeming Israel spiritually! We must never ______ God short. God ______ his 
promises. The problem is not in God’s ability, but in our _______.  God doesn’t permit man 
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to know the ________. If man could foresee his future full of prosperity, he might become 
arrogant and careless; and if he could foresee his future full of adversity, he might become 
listless and despair.  
 
The prophets of God, because they were inspired, could speak accurately of the future; but 
people who speak on their own are ______ prophets. For instance, when Edwin Drake tried 
to enlist some workers to drill for oil in 1859, they said, “Drill for oil?  You mean drill into 
the ground to try and find oil?  You’re crazy.”  A Western Union internal memo in 1876 
said, “This ‘telephone’ has too many shortcomings to be seriously considered as a means of 
communication.  The device is inherently of no value to us.” Lord Kelvin, who was 
president of the Royal Society, predicted in 1895 that, “Heavier-than-air flying machines 
are impossible.” Charles Duell, Commissioner of the U.S. Office of Patents, said in 1899 
that, “Everything that can be invented has been invented.”  The president of Michigan 
Savings Bank advised against investing in Ford Motor Company in 1903. He said, "The 
horse is here to stay, but the automobile is only a novelty; it’s a fad." Orville Wright 
predicted, "No flying machine will ever fly from New York to Paris."  Inventor Lee 
DeForest predicted, “While theoretically and technically television may be feasible, 
commercially and financially it is an impossibility.”  Thomas Watson, chairman of IBM, 
said in 1943, “I think there is a world market for maybe five computers.” Grand Ole Opry's 
Jim Denny said to Elvis Presley in 1954, "You ain't going nowhere son. You ought to go 
back to driving a truck."  We can’t always see the ________ correctly.  
 
Read James 4:13-17.  Since we don’t know the future, let’s do what is _______. Let’s live 
every day as if it were the _____ day we would live on this earth. We must also ________ 
before we set our hearts upon anything. Will it really make us ________ to possess what we 
want or achieve what we long for? Read what the Bible says in Ecclesiastes 5:10-12. 
Riches may seem nice, but the more we ______, the more we have to take ______ of. The 
more we have, the more _________ we are that someone will take it away from us.  
 
God does ________ what to expect when this life is over. We must choose our future 
________. The right attitudes and the right behavior matter to _____ and matter for our 
_________ in heaven or hell.  The Bible says, “He will render to each one according to his 
_______: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, 
he will give ________ life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, there will be _______ and fury. There will be tribulation and distress 
for _____ human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor 
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and peace for ________ who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no 
partiality” (Romans 2:6-11). We’re deciding everyday what we can ________ from God. 
 
Proverbs 10:28 says, “The hope of the righteous brings _____, but the expectation of the 
wicked will perish.” Again, Proverbs 11:7 says, “When the wicked dies, his _____ will 
perish, and the expectation of wealth perishes too.”  The only thing we can take to heaven is 
our _____ and the ______ that we have done out of love for God.  The Bible says, “The 
desire of the righteous _____ only in good; the expectation of the wicked is wrath” 
(Proverbs 11:23). How sad to live our ________ lives in selfishness and find in eternity 
only the wrath of God. We can’t live in sin and ________ God.  Read what God says in 
Hebrews 10:26-31. 
 
Many people live ungodly lives and still ________ to go to heaven! They ______ ugly 
words, _____ ungodly lives, and ______ the will of God; but they think they’re going to 
heaven anyway!  They’re shocked to find out that God will _______ them on the last day! 
The preacher may preach a wonderful ________ sermon for you, but that won’t save you. 
People may have _______ you in this life, but that won’t save you. You may have done 
many ______ things, but that won’t save you. Only the _______ of Christ can wash away 
your sins, and only faith and __________ to the will of God can bring you into contact with 
that blood. Every one of us needs the _______ of God; we can’t have it and continue to live 
godless and sinful lives. 
 
Faithful Christians who _____ and _____ God, however, can expect many _________ from 
God. God keeps His _________. Paul said, “For this reason I endure all things for the sake 
of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the __________ which is in Christ 
Jesus and with it eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10). Second Thessalonians 2:14 says, “To this 
he _______ you through our _________, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” God has called us to be His ________ and to bless us at the end of time. When we 
trust Him, love Him, serve Him, and obey Him, we need not ______ that one day He will 
bless us and share His glory with us.  
 
Whether we live and serve on _______ or whether we die and go to ________, we can 
expect God’s blessing. Even when he was in ________ and chained to a guard, the apostle 
Paul could say, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  If I am to live on in the flesh, 
that means _________ labor for me. Yet which I shall _________ I cannot tell. I am hard 
________ between the two. My ________ is to depart and to be with Christ, for that is far 
better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your _________. Convinced of this, I 
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know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your _________ and _____ in the 
faith, so that in me you may have ________ cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 
coming to you again” (Philippians 1:21-26). Living a faithful, loving, obedient Christian 
______ is a win/win situation. Leaving this life to go and be with Christ is even ________.  
 

We can trust God. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things ________ for, 
the conviction of things not ______.”  Faith or trust means putting our _______ and our 
_______ into God’s hands. He won’t let us down. Hebrews 11:24-26 says, “By faith Moses, 
when he was grown up, __________ to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, _________ 
rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He 
considered the __________ of Christ greater wealth than the __________ of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the _________.” God will reward those who stand firm in their ______. The 
apostle Paul said, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be __________ with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). If we could see 
the glory of God in heaven, we would know ______ we should place our trust in God.  
Have you placed your trust in God?  Let’s pray together.  Father, we are grateful for Your 
joy and love and all the blessings we have through Jesus.  Help us to live for You and to 
love You always.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen! 
 

Being right with God is the _______ important task of your life. Are you ______ of your 
salvation? If you were to die _______, would you be right with the true and living God?  He 
_______ you greatly and _______ His son Jesus to die on a cross for your sins. He wants 
you to be right with him and to live with Him _________. He has a place in His heart and in 
heaven for you, if you’ll _______ to Him. 
 

To get right with God, you must love and trust Him with _____ your heart. Without faith 
it’s impossible to ________ God. Along with your faith and love, you must turn away from 
_____ and live in the way that ________ God; and that’s repentance. Repentance is a 
change of ______ that leads to a change of _______. Repentance and faith will lead you to 
________ your faith in Christ and to be baptized. Baptism is an immersion in water. When 
you’re baptized, the Lord _________ away your sins and ______ you to his church. You 
become one of the saved and have the ______ of eternal life. Peter told the guilty souls on 
Pentecost what they needed to do to be __________, and that’s what you need to do today. 
He said, “Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  As a 
Christian you’ll want to stay __________ to God and never turn away from following Him. 
If you do that, you’ll be _____ to live with God forever. You can put your ______ in God. 
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Holiness 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

 

People don’t use the word “______” very often these days. What is holiness? Today we’re 
exploring God’s holiness and how He ______ for us to be holy. The Bible is sacred and holy, 
________ any other book in the world. Because God is holy, we can count on His _________ 
to be utterly trustworthy and right. God’s Word reflects God’s __________. A holy God has 
_______ to us a holy book, the Bible. Aren’t you thankful for this marvelous _____? God 
Himself is utterly holy and cannot approve of _____. The Lord calls His people to be holy, to 
be _________ from other people. In the Old Testament, God commanded Israel to _________ 
from other nations and from everything that compromised their commitment to the Lord. In 
the New Testament, God calls Christians to separate themselves from the things that are 
_________ and _______.  Throughout the ________, God distinguishes what is holy from 
what is profane, what is clean from what is unclean, what is sacred from what is common. 
Living holy lives puts Christians ___  _____ with a sinful world. Unfortunately, many 
nominal Christians have __________ their calling and live like everyone else. You can hardly 
______ any difference between their lives and the lives of people who don’t follow God at all. 
When Christians think, talk, and act like non-Christians, they demonstrate that they aren’t 
_________ about their faith or that their faith doesn’t _________much of them. If Christians 
live worldly lives, how can they ask others to _________ of their sins or live by a higher 
________ standard? God expects His people to live by the Biblical __________, not by the 
religious standards of our _________.  Cultural religion is _____ Biblical Christianity.  
Cultural religion says if it’s legal, it is morally okay; but _____ isn’t ruled by changing 
cultures. He is forever God, the _______ in every land and culture. 
 

Our reading today comes from 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  
 

The word “sanctify” means to ____  ______ for a holy purpose. When God makes someone or 
something holy, He dedicates or consecrates it for _____   ____. For instance, Moses turned 
aside to _____ a burning bush in the wilderness (Exodus 3:4-5). God made that particular spot 
holy, _______ all the common ground surrounding it. In the Old Testament God regarded the 
tabernacle, and then later the temple, and everything in them as ______. The outer room of the 
tabernacle was ________ the Holy place, and the inner room was the Most Holy place or the 
Holy of Holies. God consecrated Aaron and his sons to be _______ and regarded their 
ministry as holy. Priests had to _______ themselves and _______ appropriately before they 
could enter the tabernacle to serve God. Israelites had to be sure they were morally and 
ritually clean before __________ the tabernacle or the temple.  
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When we worship God, we should ___________ that we are approaching a holy God. God is 
love, but He is _____ utterly holy. We should not presume upon His _______ if we treat Him 
as anything less than a holy God.  Read how Isaiah tells of his experience in Isaiah 6:1-7. 
Isaiah saw the ______ and _________ of God. We too should _______ how holy and majestic 
our God is. He is “Holy, Holy, Holy.” I fear our society has __________ the utter holiness of 
God. Many think God is like a common man and ought to be _______ that we worship Him at 
all. They never consider whether they are following God’s ________________ or showing the 
proper respect to Him. They don’t even realize that it’s a __________ just to enter into His 
presence. Psalm 5:4 says, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No 
_____ dwells with You.” We must respect God and approach Him with __________ 
(Hebrews 12: 28-29). Why would the Bible say that?  Read the Old Testament story of two 
priests who dishonored God by presumptuously offering up incense on their own initiative and 
without the commandment of God in Leviticus 10:1-3.  
 
When we worship, we must first realize that acting on our own initiative rather than _______ 
God’s commandment fails to show honor to God and does not treat Him as holy. Treating God 
as holy means listening and following God’s _____________, doing it carefully and lovingly; 
it means taking Him seriously. Jesus once asked, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and ___  
____  ___ what I say?” (Luke 6:46). We Christians must not presume that we can offer 
unauthorized worship to God, that is ways of worship never _______ in the New Testament.  
This is why in churches of Christ we don’t use _____________ of music but simply sing.  
 
Second, we must realize that God has never _________ the worship of wicked people who 
continue in their sins. Read what God said through the prophet in Isaiah 1:15-17. When 
people appear before God in worship, they must come _________, forsaking their sins and 
seeking forgiveness. We all sin and we all ______ the forgiveness of God. God is ready and 
willing to forgive those who come to Him __________ forgiveness. Psalm 34:18 says, “The 
LORD is ______ to the brokenhearted And ______ those who are crushed in spirit.” Again 
Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken _______; A broken and a contrite 
_______, O God, You will not despise.”  Kneeling in the shadow of the cross, remembering 
the great love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ ought to break our hearts and lead us to ________.  
 
When we become Christians, God ________ away our sins and sanctifies us. Hebrews 10:29 
reminds us that we’ve been sanctified or made holy by the ________ of the covenant. 
Revelation 1:5-6 says Jesus Christ “loves us and ________ us from our sins by His blood – 
and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father and to Him be glory and 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” The Bible calls every Christian a ________. 
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The Bible says to Christians, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of ____________ and into His marvelous ________ for you were once not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10). The words “chosen,” “priesthood,” “holy,” and “God’s own 
possession” _____  ____ at us from these verses.  God has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light and to be the __________ of His beloved Son. We are God’s ________, 
living in His mercy and grace.  
 

How we ______ the grace of God matters. Second Timothy 2:19-22 says, “Nevertheless, the 
firm foundation of God stands, having this seal that, ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ 
and, ‘Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to ________ from wickedness.’ Now in a 
large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of 
earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself 
from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, _______ to the Master, _________ 
for every good work. Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” If we wish to honor God for how 
He has blessed us, we need to keep our hearts and our lives _____ and _____ from sin. 
 

This change in our relationship with God affects how the world ______ us. The Lord Jesus 
said, “If you were of the world, the world would love its _____; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world ______ you” (John 15:19). 
Many Christians don’t realize they aren’t of this world any longer; they _____ Jesus ‘Lord’ 
but sadly they _____ lives that are worldly. You can’t distinguish their ways from the ways of 
people who don’t ______ Jesus. The world ______ a Christian who wants to live a holy life; 
but the world ______ a worldly and compromising Christian. Though such people were once 
sanctified by the blood of Jesus, they didn’t take the grace of God seriously enough to 
________ their lives and _______ a moral stand for their faith. 
 

If we’ve been ________ by the grace of God, we ought to live as people of God. If we are a 
holy nation, let’s _____ holy lives. If we are a royal priesthood, let’s remember that God 
_______ us to respect and to honor Him. Paul encouraged the church at Corinth, “Therefore, 
having these promises, beloved, let us ________ ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the ______ of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1). Let’s keep our minds, 
our hearts, our language, and our lives ______. Let’s keep our _____ and our _____ from evil, 
and our _______ from sin, and our ________ from iniquity. Let’s ______ doing wrong and 
_____ growing in holiness. If we respect or fear God, let’s ______ it by our lives.  
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Some religions teach that a person can do whatever he wishes but can never ______ his 
salvation. You can’t keep on ________ willfully against a holy God and expect Him to keep 
on _____________ you. Read what Hebrews 10:26-31 says. There comes a _______ when 
God will no longer apply the blood of Jesus to cleanse you from sin. The Bible says “There no 
longer ________ a sacrifice for sins.” God will not put up with people who ________ Him 
and willfully _________ to sin. We have free will, yes; but freedom _______ that there are 
consequences to our choices. You can’t continue living a sinful life and still _______ God.  
Why does all this matter? Because holiness matters! Remember what God says in today’s 
reading in 2 Corinthians 6:17-18. If you ______ God and you want to _______ Him, then stay 
away from sin. It’s a ____________ to be a child of God! Let’s honor and glorify our Father 
in Heaven by _______ holy lives. The unclean will ______ you and it will _______ you. Sin 
will deceive you and harden your _______. The best way to ________ your soul and the soul 
of your loved ones is to keep close to God.   
 
Some Christians live with this thought in mind: “How ______ of the world and the ways of 
the world can we participate in and ______ get to heaven?” Those who think such things 
aren’t really setting their _______ on becoming holy and following God. They may even place 
the approval of _____ in front of the approval of _____. Authentic Christians ask, “How close 
to Jesus can we _________; how much can we be _____ Him in our thoughts, and words, and 
deeds?” Which of these two ways describes you? Are you an authentic Christian? 
 
First Corinthians 6:19-20 asks, “Or do you not know that your body is a ________ of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have 
been ________ with a price: and therefore _______ God in your body.” The Lord Jesus 
purchased you, not with silver or gold but with His blood to _________ you from the world 
and its ways. You’re not your _____. You _______ to the Lord Jesus, so glorify God with 
righteous thoughts and lives. Be ______ to your faith! 
 
To become a Christian, you must be cleansed by the _______ of Jesus Christ. Believe Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and ________ Him before others. Repent of your sins, ________ 
forsaking them and _________ to the ways of the Lord. Then because you love the Lord, be 
__________ into Christ and into His death. Romans 6:3-4 says, “Or do you not know that all 
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His _______? 
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
________ from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might ______ in newness 
of life.” The blood of Jesus cleanses you when you’re baptized, so be baptized today! 
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The Bible Alone 
2 John 9-11 

 

Is the Bible enough or do we need _______ than the Scriptures? Today we’re going to see why 
the Bible contains _____ we need to know in order to live eternally with God. The Lord Jesus 
said, “the words that I have spoken to you are ________ and are ______” (John 6:63). When 
some disciples, who didn’t ______ what the Lord Jesus taught, withdrew and stopped 
following Jesus, Jesus asked of His apostles, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 
And Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of ________  
______. And, we have ___________ and we have come to know that You are the Holy One of 
God” (John 6:68-69). Only the Lord Jesus has the _______ to eternal life, and we must go to 
His words. That’s why we turn to the ________. We know it’s God’s Holy Word.  
 

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 23:34 that He was sending prophets and wise men and scribes 
to teach His ___________. He not only intends for people to _______ what He said but also 
for His words to be ___________ down for all time. By putting His words into writing, the 
Lord could ensure that all ________ everywhere for all time could know exactly what He said. 
Read what Luke, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said in Luke 1:3-4. God gave His inspired 
written word for _____ ages, so that we might know Him in _____ age. The written word does 
what the spoken word could not do; the written word ______  _________. All we truly know 
about Jesus Christ, we know from the _________ word. 
 

Our reading today comes from John’s second letter, verses 9 to 11.  
 

Throughout Scripture, the Lord God ________ man to listen to His words and not try to change 
them in any way. Devotion to God means _________ carefully to what God says and 
__________ His commands.  Moses spoke of not adding to or taking away from God’s Word 
(Deuteronomy 4:2 and Deuteronomy 12:32). God has spoken what He _________ to say, and 
men must not feel the need to _________ it in any way (Proverbs 30:5-6).  When men assume 
that they can _________ on God’s teaching, they cease to be followers of God and they 
become presumptuous. God has ________ approved of humanly designed religion. 
 

In the New Testament the Lord Jesus promised the apostles the Holy Spirit would ________ 
them into all _______ (John 14:26). The Father gave them the Holy Spirit to _______ them all 
things and to assure them they would ___________ what the Lord taught. Read what the 
Lord promised the apostles in John 16:12-13. The Lord said the apostles would not ______ 
anything God wanted them to _______ about the faith and salvation. 
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Jude, the brother of Jesus, testified that this faith was _________ delivered in the first century 
(Jude 3). The Lord delivered the faith _______ for _____ time to the apostles and saints of the 
first century. Jude makes it clear that rather than look to other things, Christians were to 
__________ for what they had _________ received. Peter, too, understood that all truth had 
already been ___________ (2 Peter 1:2-3). God had already granted ___________ that pertains 
to life and godliness and they had access to it. If “everything” means everything, then nothing 
is __________. Nothing more needs to be _________.  
 

Paul also said the Scriptures were sufficient to train us for _______ good work (2 Timothy 
3:16-17).  God has given us everything that we need to _______ us, to keep us straight, to 
__________ us, and to _______ us for every good work. We don’t ______ any truth necessary 
for serving God. God has given us _____ we need.  
 

Because of this, people must be __________ to stay within the teaching of Scripture. The 
apostle John sternly ________ people about tampering with God’s Word. Read what John 
said about the book of Revelation in Revelation 22:18-19. While this passage speaks 
specifically about the book of Revelation, isn’t this principle ______ about everything God 
says? No one has a right to ______, __________, or _________ anything God has written in 
Scripture. To do so would ________ about condemnation.  
 

Sadly some today are attacking the Bible’s sufficiency, saying that we need something ______ 
than what the Bible offers. They suggest that there are other _________ of inspired authority 
outside the written word of God.    
 

First, some think unwritten _____________ should be added to the Bible. Some say there is a 
________ of unwritten truth they claim was revealed to the apostles but no one knows about, 
and they didn’t know about until the second or third century. Some have used 2 Thessalonians 
2:15 to ______ the door to much hearsay evidence that what they practice came from the 
apostles, in spite of the fact that their practices or doctrines cannot be _______ in Scripture. 
 

Let’s look at some ___________ of this unwritten tradition that has entered into the doctrines 
and practices of various churches. One can _______ through the entire New Testament and 
never find any command or example of infants being baptized, or of sprinkling for baptism, of 
purgatory, of a special class of priests, of using instruments of music in worship, of the worship 
of Mary, of the papacy or even of archbishops and cardinals, of a sacrifice of Mass, of Lent, of 
holy water, or of Christmas and Easter as religious holidays. These traditions arose ______ 
after the New Testament. 
 

The Lord Jesus had to deal with the oral traditions of the Jews, who actually held their 
traditions to be more ___________ than the Scriptures themselves.  Read what Jesus told 
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some Pharisees in Matthew 15:6-9. Because the Pharisees listened to the traditions of men, 
they worshiped God in _______. Before God would __________them, they would have to 
abandon their human traditions.  God doesn’t accept _________ traditions; so the Lord said, 
“Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted” (Matthew 15:13). 
Only ______ tradition matters, and that tradition was __________ in the New Testament. 
 

Second, some __________ the Old Testament has an Apocrypha and that Apocrypha is 
inspired. If you _______ Bibles that are used by Roman Catholics or Orthodox faiths, you’ll 
_______ several additional books beyond the 66 books that we find in most versions today.  
The ______ and the _________ of the New Testament quoted from, or alluded to, the writings 
and events of the Old Testament repeatedly. In fact, the New Testament makes about 1,000 
quotations or allusions to thirty-five of the thirty-nine Old Testament books; but the Lord and 
the writers of the New Testament do not even ______ quote from the Apocrypha.  The Lord 
Jesus described the Old Testament in Luke 24:44. These three divisions would ________ the 
39 books of our Old Testament, but would not include ______ book of the Apocrypha. Biblical 
scholar F. F. Bruce contended that there “is ____ evidence that these (the books of the 
Apocrypha) books were ever regarded as canonical (that is, inspired) by any Jews, whether 
inside or outside Palestine, whether they read the Bible in Hebrew or in Greek.” In fact, Jews 
like Philo of Alexandria, who lived from 20 BC to 50 AD, never even mentioned these 
documents; and Josephus, the historian who lived from 37 to 95 AD, said there were only 
twenty-two books in the Hebrew Bible. These twenty-two books are the same as our 39 today. 
This would surely have to _________ the Apocrypha. Early church leaders like Tertullian, and 
Origen, and Jerome specifically _________ these books as non-inspired. The apocryphal 
books, unlike the canonical books of the Old Testament, make no direct ________ of being 
inspired of God. Not ______ is there a, “thus says the Lord,” or language like that; or “the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying.”  In fact, some of these documents actually 
__________ that they are written by men and they are not inspired, such as that found in the 
prologue of the book of Ecclesiasticus. Unlike Scripture, the Apocrypha contains many 
historical, chronological, and geographical ________. It’s clearly ______ Scripture! 
 

Third, some think they are receiving modern-day revelations __________ from God. Some 
evangelists these days claim God has directly __________ to them. They seem to have ignored 
what the Lord ___________ the apostles in John 16:13.  If the Holy Spirit guided the apostles 
into _____ the truth, then _____ truths are being revealed today. When people ______ they 
have new and additional prophecy being revealed for the first time today, they are actually 
claiming that Jesus _________ to keep His promise to the apostles. In the last few centuries, 
many have claimed to be prophets of God and have established their ______ religious groups 
and cults. These groups usually distinguish themselves by their attachment to their _________ 
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and by his peculiar teachings that go beyond the things written in the Scriptures. Like the 
antichrists of old, they feel the ______ to go beyond the teaching. They feel they must 
__________ on what’s found in the Scriptures by inventing some new belief. The antichrists of 
old __________ the people by teaching that Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh.  
 

 Remember  today’s text, 2 John, 9-11. Just like people who ___________ this specific 
teaching, some today go too far and fail to _________ in the teaching about many other matters 
that are found in Scripture. When they go beyond what the Scripture says, they go too far and 
they actually _______ their relationship with God. To support such people is to ____________ 
in their evil deeds. It matters what we believe. Teaching a false doctrine is an evil deed because 
it involves a lie.  If someone tells you a lie and you lose your ______ because you believe that 
lie – I’m telling you that’s very, very evil.  
 

Fourth, some feel ______ to speak or to act in the silence of Scripture. They argue that if God 
has not forbidden some doctrine or practice, they have the __________ to embrace it. 
However, the Lord urges us to abide in His words; and this means doing ______ what He has 
instructed. We’ll talk more about this next week.  
 

Why do we hold to the Bible ________ as our rule of faith and practice? We do so because we 
don’t want to lose ______ by going too far, by adding to the gospel, or by taking away from it.  
We must abide in the _________ of Christ. We don’t _______ to be misled or to mislead 
anybody.  Why?  Because we love you and the truth, and we want you to be ________. 
Because we love you we take so very seriously our task of __________ the Bible and the Bible 
alone.  Our task is to go back to the Bible to _____ “all the truth” that was once for all time 
delivered to the saints. To be _____ disciples, we must abide in the words of the Lord Jesus. 
Read what the Lord Himself said in John 8:31-32. Jesus _________those who abide in His 
word as true disciples. We must __________ every doctrine or practice of human origin and 
___________ with what we know is found in the Word, the New Testament. 
 

Revelation 20:12 reveals the great white throne scene, when we will be ________ by the 
written words of Jesus found in the New Testament. We won’t be judged by human traditions, 
or the edicts of councils, or by church authorities, or by what some modern-day prophet says. 
We’ll be judged by the __________ word of God. Since that’s true, we need to _______ God’s 
Word and to be ___________ for that great day. The gospel is God’s _______ for salvation to 
those who believe. If you believe and love the Lord, ______ from your sins and decide to 
_________ Him from this day forward. Confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, and be 
__________ in water for the forgiveness of your sins, just as the Bible teaches in Acts 2:38.   
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“Do Not Go Beyond” 

Ephesians 5:15-17 
 

Whether we walk in light or in darkness will determine our _________ destiny. Today we’re 
going to consider the importance of _________ on the strait and narrow path. We want to 
_________ on the path that He shows us and never turn aside from it. We know there’s a 
difference between the _________ way that leads to destruction and the _________ way that 
leads to life. So we study God’s Holy Word that we might _________ on the strait and narrow 
path to life. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a _______ to my feet And a _______ to my 
path.” If we pay attention to His ________, God will show us the way. He’ll keep our feet from 
straying into wicked _______. We want to ________ God and walk according to the truth.  
 

Read Proverbs 3:5-8.   We trust God by listening closely and carefully and follow what He 
________.  (In this study even short quotations can be read in the transcripts and are not quoted here). 
 

The Bible describes transgression as ________. Transgression is overstepping the bounds, 
crossing the line, going beyond the ______ of God into disobedience and error.  Read what the 
Lord Jesus asked the Pharisees in Matthew 15:3. Their tradition led them to go _________ 
God’s Word and the prescribed limits. People usually cross the line when they want something 
or believe that it will _________ them. Sadly, they end up crossing the line and _________ 
themselves. We want to _______ the Lord and stay with His Word. 
 

Our reading today comes from Ephesians 5:15-17.  
 

How we treat God’s commandments ________ what we think about God and whether we are 
devoted to Him. God has always expected His people to ________ to Him and to _______ Him 
carefully, doing what He says the ______ that He wants it done. Read what Moses said in 
Deuteronomy 5:32. He repeated this warning in Deuteronomy 12:32. How we _________ to 
the instructions of God matters! God doesn’t want anyone editing or changing His instructions 
to ______ themselves.   
 

Sometimes people stray from God’s Word and say, “Well, I don’t see anything ________ with 
it”; but the measure of right and wrong isn’t what we _______ or ______. Wanting to do 
something or enjoying something doesn’t make it ________. God has spoken, and we cannot 
________ what God says. Read Psalm 119:89.  When the devil tempted the Lord Jesus, Jesus 
answered with the phrase, “It is __________.” Even the Lord Jesus understood the 
unchangeable __________ of the written word of God. It’s not to be edited, set aside, or 
forgotten; it stands settled and will _________ us. We don’t ______ God what we want to do 
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or what we will do; God _______ us. We don’t determine _______ and ________; God does. 
Read what Moses said, at God’s command in Deuteronomy 12:28. It’s not what is right in 
_____ eyes, but what is right in ______ eyes that matters.  
 

Read what God told Joshua, in Joshua 1:7. God blesses those who love Him enough to 
________ in His way. Read what Joshua told Israel in Joshua 23:6-8. Joshua did not want 
the people to become ___________ to false religions and practices around them and think they 
must be like everyone else. They were to _______ to God. 
 

Bible history reveals how Israel often _________ God and became attracted to the pagan 
nations surrounding them. The Lord sent prophet after prophet with the _________ to repent 
and to stay close to God, but the people followed their own ways rather than the way of the 
Lord. Read Jeremiah 6:16. They stopped listening to God but rebelled against Him; and God 
___________ them for their disobedience by allowing them to go into captivity.  
 

If God requires an action, it’s ___________ to do what God requires. If God forbids any 
action, then we can ________ do what God forbids. But what happens when God has not 
__________ on a matter? Some say if God is silent, then we’re ______ to believe and practice 
as we wish; they believe that God’s silence is permissive. Others argue that we ought to have 
Scriptural ___________ for all we believe and practice; we have no right to go beyond what is 
written. For them, silence is prohibitive. We hold that this second view is the __________ one. 
The silence of God is prohibitive, because God has _________ revealed all things that pertain 
to life and godliness in His Word. If He had wanted us to believe certain things or to practice a 
certain way, He would have _________ this to us. In dealing with silence we must be _______ 
neither to act beyond what the Scriptures teach nor to make laws where God hasn’t made them.  
 

The Scriptures throughout the Old and New Testaments teach emphatically that men should 
__________ God’s teachings carefully, lovingly, completely, and accurately. In fact, the book 
of Deuteronomy says 27 times that we must be careful in our ___________ to God’s laws. It 
says 12 times that ________ the Lord involves __________ His commandments. It says 31 
times that we ______ keep all His commandments. The writings of Moses also emphasize 
_________ the Lord’s commandments “just as the Lord commanded” them; and it says this an 
incredible 69 times from Exodus to Deuteronomy. God expects His people to “walk in His 
ways,” and He regarded it as ________ when people “turned from His way.” Fifteen times 
Deuteronomy emphasizes the need to “______” God by respecting His commandments; and 43 
times Moses, by inspiration, emphasizes the need to ______ “according to” the commandment 
or the instruction of the Lord. It’s clear God did not want His people to _______ from His 
instructions, but to walk in His ways. 
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Keeping God’s commandments lovingly, carefully, and accurately was not merely something 
for the _______. A close study of the life of our Lord Jesus ________ that He took seriously 
the need to obey His Father’s instructions correctly. Read what the Lord Jesus said in John 
14:31. Read what Paul urged Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15. We must take God’s Word seriously 
and not _______ from it.  
 

If silence were permissive, then men could easily __________ corrupt ideas and practices in 
the church. We would enter a slippery slope leading to ________ destruction. But if men 
maintain what has been taught in the Scripture and carefully observe everything that Jesus 
commanded, they will ________ in His Word as ______ disciples. Read what the Lord Jesus 
said in John 8:31-32. Jesus distinguishes His true disciples from others by whether they ______ 
within the bounds of His word.   
 

Presumption makes over-confident assumptions about one’s _____ importance or rights. In 
matters of faith presumption steps over the line and arrogantly _________ the right to believe 
or practice something that is unacceptable to God. Eve presumptuously wanted to be _____ 
God and so she ate the forbidden fruit and sin entered into the world.  The ancient world 
presumptuously decided to build a tower at Babel; they wanted to make a ______ for 
themselves and they were challenging God. Read how Pharaoh was presumptuous in what he 
said to Moses in Exodus 5:2. And, oh, what a problem he faced!   
 

Nadab and Abihu were presumptuous when they offered strange or unauthorized fire, which 
the Lord had not __________. In Leviticus 10:1-3 God punished them immediately and He 
explained why he did that. When people step over the line, they cease to treat God as ______ 
or to ________ Him. In 2 Kings 16, King Ahaz presumptuously brought a replica of a pagan 
______ that he had seen into the Lord’s _________. He ________ God’s altar over to the side 
and he made the people use his replica of this pagan altar. He ________ his own altar. When 
Hezekiah __________ and __________ the temple and all of its worship, He got rid of 
everything that Ahaz presumptuously added. We too must get rid of things that do not ______  
______ God. We must not be presumptuous. 
 

Our task is to do what is good and right in God’s ______. God has never __________ 
presumptuous behavior. Read what Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 18:20. Read what David 
prayed in Psalm 19:13. 
 

Both Jesus and the Holy Spirit _________ within the bounds of what the Father told them to 
speak and to do.  Read what the Lord Jesus said in John 12:48-50. Jesus was very careful to speak 
______ that which the Father told Him to speak. He realized that even as the Son of God, He had 
barriers; and He wasn’t presumptuous.  He also delivered to us that ___________ with great 
accuracy and fidelity.  I am thankful that Jesus took such great ______ to tell me precisely all the 
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will of the Father and only the will of the Father, for I shall one day be ________ by that 
message. 
 

In the same way, the Holy Spirit never ________ to speak on His own initiative. Read how Jesus 
describes the work of the Spirit in John 16:12-13.  If Jesus and the Holy Spirit were ___________ 
to speak or act on their own initiative, then what right have we to speak or act on ours?  
 

Why does all this matter? God has _________ to us in His Word, the Bible.  He promised in 
John 14:26 and in John 16:13 to reveal all the ________ to the apostles. Since _____ the truth 
was revealed to the apostles, God didn’t need to say more. The silence of the Scripture is not 
merely a gap, as if God had forgotten something. The silence of the Scripture is an intentional 
hush ______ God had revealed _____ the truth. For us to add more information or to pursue 
additional practices says to God that His __________ was not sufficient for us. Instead of 
adding to His words, we ______ to be listening and following Him as closely and carefully as 
we can. By doing this we _______ Him our love and respect.  Won’t you do that?   
 

What will we do if we _______ that we’ve crossed the line by believing or practicing 
something that doesn’t come from God’s Word?  When Jesus corrected the Pharisees in 
Matthew 15, they became ___________. They had been following their __________ traditions 
all their lives; and it would be hard for them to give it up, but those traditions were _________. 
There’s a better way. Instead of getting offended when you learn something is wrong, 
________. Stop the ________, and start doing what’s ________. Human tradition is still 
human tradition, even if it’s been practiced for generations. 
 

Many groups that call themselves Christians today _________ and _________ things the Lord 
never commanded and things the church in the New Testament never believed or practiced. 
They’ve gone _________ the Scriptures to develop their own traditions and ways. When they 
do that, they’re actually ________  _______ from God. To please God, they need to ________ 
the human and come back to abide in the words of the Lord Jesus found in the New Testament. 
True Christianity focuses on _________, not on pleasing people or conforming to the world. 
 

Have you become a Christian according to the ___________ of the Scriptures? The question 
isn’t what we ________ or _______, but what does God say? To become a Christian according 
to the New Testament, one must __________ Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. He must out 
of love _________ of his sins, _________ Christ, and be __________ in water for the 
forgiveness of his sins. Ananias told Saul of Tarsus, “Now why do you delay? Get up and be 
baptized, and _______  _______ your sins, calling on His name” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is how 
we are cleansed of sin. Romans 6:3 says, “Or do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?”  Baptism in water takes us to the 
________ of Christ and that is what atones for our sins. 
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