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STUDY SHEET 
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“Hungering for Righteousness” 
Psalm 51:10-13 

 

Each day we get ________ for food. Have you ever hungered for righteousness? Today we’re 
going to _________ hungering and thirsting for righteousness. Matthew 4:1-4 says the Spirit led 
Jesus “into the wilderness to be __________ by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was ________. And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of _______.’ But He answered, ‘It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by _______ word that comes from the mouth of God.’” We 
can fill our empty _______ by feeding on every word that comes from the mouth of God. We 
find these words in the ________.  
 

The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are those who ________ and _______ for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). Everyone gets hungry and thirsty. When you’re hungry or 
thirsty, your body ______  ____ for the food or water that you want and need. When you’re 
really hungry or thirsty, you can’t _______ of anything but food to eat and water to drink. 
That’s the kind of hunger that we ______ in our spiritual lives. Psalm 42:1 says, “As a deer 
pants for the flowing streams, so my _____ pants for you, O God.” Man possesses a spiritual 
hunger that only God can ________. 
 

People ______ what they hunger for. Some seek power, some fame, some money, and some the 
things of the flesh, and all these things are temporal and they’ll _______. What are you 
seeking? What you seek and hunger for determines the __________ of your life. If you seek 
only the temporal and you miss the spiritual, you’ve missed the only thing that will satisfy you 
for _________. Without God, everything is in _______. 
 

Our reading today comes from Psalm 51:10-13. This is a psalm of David written after 
Nathan, the prophet, came and convinced him of his sin.  
 

When we hear the word “righteous,” we often think of a person’s __________; but the word 
actually describes more than this.  It describes a ____________. When people have a right 
relationship with the Lord, God _________ that person righteous. When people ______ to have 
a right relationship with the Lord, God considers them as unrighteous. The righteous person 
______ and _______ God, while the unrighteous person ________ God and feeds on his 
passions. God described Rehoboam, the son of Solomon and king of Judah, in this way, “He did 
______ because he did not set his _______ to seek the LORD” (2 Chronicles 12:14). When 
people ignore the Lord and live according to their own ________, they fail to enter into a right 
relationship with the Lord. When people seek the Lord, they ________ to live righteously. 
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How we regard God determines how we choose to ______. Seeking and loving the Lord 
________ our character. The more we know and love the Lord, the more we want to be ______ 
Him. God is righteous, and we ______ righteousness from Him. God is holy and righteous, and 
He expects those who ________ Him to live that way, too. The Lord God said, “be holy, for I 
am holy” (Leviticus 11:44). Habakkuk 1:13 says of God, “Your eyes are too ______ to approve 
evil, And You cannot look on wickedness with favor.” God is utterly holy, and God _______us 
to live holy lives. Hebrews 12:14 says, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification (that 
is, the holiness) without which no one will _____ the Lord.”  
 

Sadly, some have come to _________ that we have no responsibility to clean up our lives, to 
leave the old man of sin behind, and to conform to the ways of the Lord. Romans 12:2 says, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may _______ what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
Christianity always goes against the ways of the ________. You can’t compromise what the 
Lord __________ about morals and salvation and at the same time become a stronger Christian. 
 

The Bible never contemplates the idea of going back into an old life of _____ in order to be a 
better Christian. Read what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:13-19. The Lord Jesus paid the ultimate 
_______ so that we might be cleansed from all unrighteousness. He didn’t buy our __________ 
from sin with silver or gold. He paid for our freedom with His _______, because He didn’t want 
us to continue that way of life. He expected something ________ from us and for us. Read 
Ephesians 2:8-10.  God’s grace is abundant; but He saves us in order to ____________ our 
lives, and we must never cheapen God’s grace by taking it for granted.  
 

Some intentionally choose to sin against God, believing they can _____ for forgiveness later on. 
They presume the grace of God allows them to live as they ________ as long as they pray for 
forgiveness later on. Paul asked, “Are we to __________ in sin so that grace may increase? 
May it _______ be! How shall we who died to sin _____ live in it?” (Romans 6:1-2). Christians 
must forsake that old way of life in order to fulfill God’s ______ for their lives. Read 2 Peter 
2:20-21. Christians who _________ to a sinful way of life and are overcome by it are ________ 
off than if they had never become Christians.  
 

I recently read an article by Dan Chambers who talked about how our _________ is trying to do 
away with “judgmental Jesus.” Many don’t want a Jesus that will _______ them. They want a 
Jesus who will _________ of them no matter what they do, a Jesus that will not ask them to 
________, and a Jesus that requires nothing of them. They want to ______ in the comfortable 
grace of Jesus, a grace that approves of them as they are and never expects a _________. They 
presume that the grace of God will ________ them no matter how they live, what they think, or 
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who they have sex with. The Jesus they seek, however, is imaginary; you can’t _______ a Jesus 
like that in Scripture. You can find Him ______ of grace, but not a grace that will leave you 
_______. The grace of Christ forgives, but it also ______ you to “go and sin no more.” The 
Lord will not _______ you where He ________ you. He will transform your life to _________ 
with holiness and righteousness. 
 

The Bible calls Jesus the “righteous ______” in 1 John 2:2 and the “righteous _______” in 2 
Timothy 4:8. Read what Paul told the pagan philosophers in Acts 17:30-31.    
 

Our postmodern culture is very much like ___________ in the seventh century, before the time 
of Christ and during the time of the exile. The people were idolatrous and had _________ God 
out of their hearts and lives. In the past, they had honored God, but their ________ had turned 
away from Him. Zephaniah 3:2 charged Jerusalem with four great errors: “She heeded no 
______; She accepted no instruction. She did not ______ in the LORD; She did not draw _____ 
to her God.” Today our country will not listen to God’s instructions; they no longer want to hear 
the ________ of Scripture. People today want to ________ the gospel and take out the call to 
“repent.” They prefer to live by their own ______ and want God to _______ their sinful 
lifestyles rather than to conform to His will.  
 

Righteousness includes _________ the commandments of God. Righteousness is the opposite 
of lawlessness. Paul instructed Timothy to _________ God’s Word accurately (2 Timothy 
2:15). A reckless handling of God’s Word is a cause for ________. We must study God’s Word 
to ______ what it says and to _______ it correctly (1Timothy 4:16). To depart from the truth 
can cause a person to ______ his soul.  It matters what we _________! Learn to think Biblically 
and to _____________ what the Scripture actually teaches from what is false and human. We 
can’t follow God and follow man-made __________ at the same time. 
 

Some today have __________ trusting in what God says in Scripture. They believe many of the 
narratives found in Scripture are ________ or ________. They doubt Adam and Eve, the flood, 
the crossing of the Red Sea, and many other things. They think that they’re the _________ of 
chance and evolution rather than created in God’s image. If you doubt God, you’ll see no 
________ to obey His moral teaching. Our coins say, “In God We Trust,” but we’ve ________ 
His Word out of our public schools.  References to God these days usually come in the form of 
taking His name in ______. We’ve ignored what He says about the sanctity of ______ and 
__________. One in seven Americans no longer believes in the concept of _____. Even if 
billions of people doubt His teaching, the words of Jesus will _______ us on the last day. 
 

When people push God out of their hearts, they _______ a bitter harvest. Proverbs 10:16 simply 
says, “The wages of the righteous is _____, but the income of the wicked, punishment.” Psalm 
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1 reveals the _________ of the righteous and the wicked. The righteous “will be like a ______ 
firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not 
wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, But they are like _______ 
that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not _______ in the judgment, Nor sinners 
in the assembly of the righteous. For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of 
the wicked will _______” (Psalm 1:3-6).  Righteousness isn’t some strange fad or hobby; it’s 
the ___________ between eternal life and death.  
 

Why does God _________ us to live righteously? He does so because He ______ us and He 
wants what’s ______ for us. Our faith makes a difference in _______ aspect of our lives. 
Christianity is not a once-a-week pastime; it’s a daily ______ with God. God’s way is the way 
of love, of truth, of kindness, of peace, and of integrity. God’s way gives us faith, hope, and 
love. It teaches us _______ we came from, ____ we’re here, and ______ will happen to us after 
we die. It gives us ________ to live, to serve, and to love. Christian righteousness _____ people 
out of harmful sins and behaviors and provides a ______ way of life that blesses everybody.  
 

Being right with God is the _______ that holds society and families together (Proverbs 14:34). 
When people forget God they are far more _________ to do things that a Christian conscience 
would not allow. Love for God motivates us to ______virtuous and noble lives. When people 
_______ Christ, they’re better citizens, better fathers and mothers, better husbands and wives, 
and better neighbors. Nothing will _________ our lives more than taking hold of the Christian 
life and pursuing it with all our hearts.   Let’s set our hearts to ________ God and to seek 
righteousness.  
 

The Lord Jesus said, “But ______  ______ His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). He doesn’t merely say seek them; He says seek 
them “______.” We’re often so _______ making a living, raising our children, and pursuing our 
passions that we ________ our souls. Read what the Lord said in Matthew 16:25-27. Take 
the Lord seriously. Get right with God today. 
 

You can’t ______ a right standing with God by your own doing; it comes by the gift of God’s 
______ through the _______ of Jesus. To enjoy God’s grace, you must _____ God’s conditions. 
You must _________ in Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God; you must ________ of your 
sins and determine to follow Jesus; you must _________ Christ before others; and you must be 
_________ in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. You’re 
baptized into His ________ (Romans 6:3). Jesus shed His ________ in His death; and the Lord 
________ you in His blood when you are united with Him in baptism (Romans 6:4-7).  If you 
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, you’ll not ______ to come to the Lord.  
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For Me Personally 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 

When God says some behavior is sinful, is it sinful for ___________ in every age? Today we’re 
going to think about the _________ of morality. Are morals _________ or are they relative? 
Can people ignore the morals of the Bible and still ________ God? The Lord Jesus said, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by _______ word that comes from the _______ 
of God’” (Matthew 4:4). The phrase, “It is written,” in this context means that God wrote it and 
it _______ as binding and authoritative.  The psalmist said, “Forever, O LORD, your word is 
firmly _______ in the heavens” (Psalm 119:89). God’s Word doesn’t fade away, doesn’t 
change, and doesn’t stop having authority over us simply because our ________ changes. 
People change, but _____ and His _______ do not change. They stay the ______ in every age, 
in every land, and in every culture. God is Lord ______ all.  
 

A recent poll indicates that only one-third of all adults __________ that moral truth is absolute 
and unaffected by the circumstances. Even more shocking is that 83 percent of American 
___________ believe moral truth is relative to the circumstances. They think moral truth 
_________ with time and with various things that happen.  It’s not surprising today to hear, 
“You can’t say that something is ______ for everybody! How do you ______?” They say, “Just 
because something is true for you doesn’t ______ it’s true for everybody else.” Such statements 
________ not only what the speaker thinks about truth, but also what he thinks about God. So, 
we ask, “Can God speak authoritatively to all people for all time a _________ that cannot be 
changed?” People who ignore the God who created us and presume they can pursue their own 
morals are actually _________ against God. They’ve allowed popular opinions to ______ in 
their lives in the place of God. They have become their own ______. 
 

Today’s reading comes from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 6:9-11.  
 

When someone tells me that I can believe __________ I wish about the morality of some 
behavior, he’s actually saying that one moral belief is as _______ as another. That’s a popular 
way of thinking today; but the more you think about it, the more you’ll see that that belief can’t 
be ______. Just because someone _______ a behavior is okay doesn’t make it moral. Thieves 
may for some reason think _________ is a good thing, but you don’t want anyone breaking into 
your home and stealing your valuables. Rapists may regard defiling a woman as pleasurable, 
but no woman wants to be raped. People who commit sin always downplay the ______ that sin 
does, but the victim sees full well how wicked sin really is. People today have bought into the 
notion that ______ somehow transforms immoral behavior into moral ones. They believe love 
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makes ________ into _______. God calls fornication, that is sex between unmarried people, 
_______; but in the minds of many people today “love” makes fornication _______. It doesn’t 
________ that a child could be conceived out of wedlock or that a serious social disease may be 
transmitted; love in their minds makes fornication morally all right. It never occurs to them that 
their sexual desire may lead them to _____to themselves about the morality of sexual sin. 
 

Read what God said in Galatians 6:7-8. The Lord tells us not to be deceived, because man 
tends to lie to _________ when he wants something. People get involved with a sin, and all of a 
sudden that sin isn’t so _____. Has God changed His mind or have we ______ to ourselves 
about God? When people think they can overrule God’s morality, aren’t they _________ Him? 
Aren’t they showing the greatest kind of __________? 
 

Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the ______ in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the 
LORD that will _______.”  God doesn’t change, and He especially doesn’t change His morals in 
order to ______ mankind. Moses wrote, “God is not man, that he should _____, or a son of 
man, that he should _________ his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, 
and will he not fulfill it?” (Numbers 23:19). God said in Malachi 3:6, “For I the LORD do not 
_________.”  Psalm 33:11 says, “The counsel of the LORD stands __________, The plans of 
His heart from generation to generation.”  
 

At this point, we need to know why the Lord’s counsel _______ forever and why we should pay 
close __________ to it. First, the gospel is __________. The Lord Jesus said, “Go into all the 
world and proclaim the gospel to the ________ creation” (Mark 16:15). When Paul spoke to the 
pagan philosophers in Athens he said, “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, 
God is now declaring to men that _____ everywhere should _________” (Acts 17:30). Jesus 
commissioned the __________ to appeal to every culture in every land until the end of time. 
His message was for everyone and applied to everyone. The gospel gives hope to all men of 
salvation and forgiveness of sins. The gospel was not merely a message for ancient Palestine; 
it’s also a message for postmodern America. If the blessings of the gospel are available to all 
men, then all men are ____________ to God. Salvation is necessary because people are _____ 
in sin. If God met the ______ to save us from sin through Christ, isn’t God also the authority 
that determines ______ sin is? Why would God send His Son to ____ on the cross, when people 
can personally ________ sin really isn’t sinful?  
 

Second, the words of Jesus ________ His eternal and final authority. The Lord Jesus said, 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My _______ shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). 
Though men through the centuries have taken great pains to destroy and to suppress the 
_________ of Jesus, the Bible is still available throughout the world. The moral and religious 
teaching of Jesus won’t disappear simply because our _________ has changed its mind about 
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certain moral issues. Read what the Lord promised the apostles on the night before His 
death in John 16:12-13. Jesus promised the apostles that they would be guided into all the 
_______. God wouldn’t withhold any spiritual or moral truth that they _________ to bring men 
to life and godliness. The principles that are found in the New Testament _______ the complete 
and sufficient will of God.  It’s the whole truth, and it doesn’t need _____. In fact, the Lord 
takes _________ at anyone who would add to His Word or take away from it. Jude, the brother 
of the Lord, recognized that the _______; that is, that body of revealed truths given to the 
apostles, was once given for all time (Jude 3). This faith was delivered only _____, and it was 
______ for all time.  The idea that the gospel would ______ reinventing for the whims of each 
passing culture is never contemplated in Scripture.  Every culture was to conform to the gospel; 
and the gospel was given to ________ the sinful things in every culture so that it might conform 
to the once-for-all delivered will of God.  The delivered faith is once for all just like the 
___________ of Christ on the cross was once for all (Hebrews 9:28).  
 

Third, the gospel is ____________.  Read what Solomon wrote in Proverbs 30:5-6; and the 
warning in the book of Revelation 22:18-19. If this warning is true about the book of 
Revelation, wouldn’t it _____ be true about any other book of the New Testament? We have no 
right to ______ what God says to suit ourselves.  The book of Galatians describes some Jewish 
Christians who wanted to ______ Jewish laws and traditions on the Gentile converts to 
Christianity. They were taking things from the old covenant, from the Old Testament, made 
with Israel at Sinai, and they were expecting the Gentiles to _____ both the teaching of Christ 
and the Jewish laws and traditions. Read what Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6-8. God will _____ 
anyone who dares to change or edit the gospel.  Anything that is unchangeable must necessarily 
be __________. Those who espouse Christianity have very little to say or ______ if the gospel 
they believe in and preach is not settled in heaven.  It’s a great offense to God to suggest that in 
dealing with our sins somehow the death of Jesus wasn’t enough or its __________isn’t 
universal, final, and unchangeable.   
 

It is the ultimate ____________ to suggest that sin is an ever-changing concept, subject to the 
passing whims of culture. It means that the all-knowing God in heaven really doesn’t _______ 
as much as we do. It suggests that we can take a ______ on what we think and treat God as if 
He is subject to what we decide. God is God, and we aren’t! He makes the moral rules that will 
_______ us on the last day, and we are accountable to Him. He knows everything, and we’ll 
never be as _______ or as _____ as He is. The universal, final, and unchangeable _________ of 
the gospel, revealed by an absolute God, makes it absolute – not relative.  
 

If we didn’t believe our message is settled in heaven, we would have __________ to offer to 
anyone. Paul argued that if the resurrection of Jesus from the dead was not true, then our _____ 
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is in vain and our ___________ is in vain (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17).  The death and resurrection 
of Jesus provide an eternal and universal ___________. It’s a consistent message of 
___________ and life. To say, “People can ________ differently, but for me personally Jesus 
died for my sins and rose again on the third day,” is really a confusing statement. What people 
think doesn’t change the _______ or change the _______. Jesus either died for our sins, or He 
did not.  Jesus either arose from the dead bodily, or He did not. Saying both _________ are true 
at the same time is illogical and contradictory. If both doctrines are true, we can’t be _________ 
that we’re forgiven or have a home in heaven. Truth matters in our _________ lives. If the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus is both true and false at the same time, we have no _______ at the 
grave of a loved one. If truth is relative to our whims, we must take back everything we 
__________. We’re only __________ ourselves if we think we can sin against God and 
everything will be okay.  
 

Why does this matter? Because God matters; and His teaching will ________ you someday; and 
because you matter. When people draw their moral _______ from their personal desires rather 
than from God, they ______  _______ from what’s right and moral into what’s wrong and 
immoral. Once people start setting God’s moral law aside, they forsake God and they ______ 
into immorality. Rhett Butler used a foul word in the movie, Gone With the Wind, in 1939; and 
foul language soon became _____________. Today movies and television ______ the most foul 
language imaginable. If we give the devil an inch, he’ll feel ______ to take a mile. If you ignore 
God’s moral law, you could ______ your life and _____ your soul.  
 
Read what 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 says.  Let’s not __________ ourselves. Even the laws of the 
land can’t __________ God’s laws. What God says is wrong is wrong and will _________ 
wrong as long as this world stands. Thankfully, our ______ in Christ lasts forever. The sinful 
pagans at Corinth didn’t _________ in sin; they repented and changed their lives. While they 
were in sin, God would not let them inherit the ___________. But they came to Christ; and the 
Lord _________ them, made them _______, and regarded them as righteous. There’s always 
hope for people who _________ their sins and ______ to the Lord. Rather than thinking you 
can change God’s mind or His laws, why not be __________ to His will. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your _______ And do not ______ on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.” 
When people forsake the Lord’s laws, they do so to their own _______. Instead let’s put our 
______ in Jesus, ________ of our sins, ________ the Lord Jesus as the Christ, and be ________ 
into Christ. Let’s study the unchangeable Word of God and realize that it stands as written until 
the end of time.  
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The “Musts” of Christianity 
Mark 10:42-45 

 
Is Christianity optional, or are there some things that we must do to _______ God? Today we’re 
going to _________ the word “must” as it’s used in Scripture. The Lord God speaks to us today 
through His _________ word; and the Bible says, “The Father loves the Son and has given all 
things into His hand. He who _________ in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not _____ 
the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:35-36). The idea that 
faith _______ is sufficient to maintain a right relationship with God is simply not found in 
Scripture; __________ to God is also necessary. In fact, it’s a must. When a person will not 
obey, he faces the ________ of God and cannot have eternal life. This is how ___________ 
God’s teaching is, and why we teach it with love. We want everyone to _______ the Lord.  
 
The word “must” is out of _____ with most people today. It seems politically incorrect to 
_________ people must obey God’s teaching. Our culture is more inclined to make up their 
own faith or religion or to select what they ______ to obey rather than to follow all the teaching 
that’s revealed in the Bible. Most people want ________, and the word “must” means they have 
no choice. “Must” is a verb that __________ an obligation, a requirement, or a moral necessity. 
“Must” removes every other ________. If we want to ________ God and have eternal _____, 
there are some things that we must do. This really isn’t strange, because even ______ had some 
things that he must do.  So do we! 

 
Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to Mark, chapter 10, verses 42 to 45.  
 
We generally think of God as so far above mankind that He has nothing that He must do, but 
God’s ___________ and ______ for mankind led Him to send Jesus into this world. Love 
cannot exist _________ obligation and commitment. Jesus knew that He must do His Father’s 
_____. Jesus said, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is 
coming, when no man can work” (John 9:4). While on earth Jesus lived within _____ 
constraints, and so must we. We must now do God’s will.  
 
Jesus knew that He had to _____ on the cross. He prophesied His _______ and resurrection. 
Read Matthew 16:21-23. Though Peter didn’t _______ Him to die, Jesus knew that He ______ 
die in order to fulfill God’s plan of redemption. 
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Read what Matthew 26:51-54 records when the crowd came to the Garden of Gethsemane to 
arrest Jesus and bring Him in to try Him.  The Lord Jesus ______ that He must die in order to 
fulfill the eternal ______ of God. He could have __________ it, but it was necessary for Him to 
fulfill the Scriptures. 
 

Jesus was utterly ___________ to the Father, even when the Father __________ everything 
from Him. When the Father commanded His Son Jesus to go to the _______, the Lord Jesus 
obeyed. Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him to the Garden of Gethsemane, and He told 
them, “My soul is very ____________, even to death; remain here, and watch with me” 
(Matthew 26:38). The Lord Jesus ______ on his face on the ground. Luke 22:44 says, “And 
being in _______ He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, 
falling down upon the ground.” The persistent ________ of Jesus was this, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass unless I drink it, your _____ be done” (Matthew 26:42). 
 

The example of Jesus is _____ to us. We’ve got to _______ in His steps. Read Hebrews 5:7-9. 
The Father ________ His prayer. Many think the prayer of Jesus was just to _________ the 
cup, and that’s certainly what He wanted. But the ultimate prayer of Jesus was “your will be 
_______,” and God heard that prayer. Jesus was perfect in His obedience to the Father and that 
opened the way for us. He became the source of eternal salvation to all those who ______ Him. 
We must ________, but we must also _______!  
 

Some say, “You don’t have to ____ anything to be saved. God has ______ it all.” We’re saved 
by grace through faith; and the Scripture clearly says salvation is a _____ in Romans 6:23; and 
Ephesians 2:8-9 makes this point as well. But we must also realize that gifts often have 
conditions or obligations to ________. Meeting a condition doesn’t ______ the gift, but that 
doesn’t mean conditions don’t obligate the person who will receive the gift. In John chapter 
nine Jesus ________ a blind man by anointing the man’s eyes with some mud that He made 
with his saliva.  Then Jesus told the man, “‘You go, ______ in the pool of Siloam’ (which 
means Sent).” So, the man _______ and __________ and came back seeing. The Lord Jesus 
______ that man his sight; and no one would ever suggest that by washing in the pool the man 
healed himself or earned something so precious as his sight; but that doesn’t mean that he still 
did not have to meet the ___________ of washing before he enjoyed the healing! The blind man 
didn’t ________ with Jesus; he simply went to the pool and washed. 
 

So while we are saved by grace, God’s grace is ___________. The Scriptures plainly teach that 
there are things that we must do in order to please God; they’re not __________. First, we must 
_______ to Jesus. Acts 4:12 says, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
_______  under heaven given among men by which we must be ________.” If one is to be 
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saved at all, he ______ come to the Lord Jesus; no one else can save him. The Lord Jesus said, 
“If anyone serves me, he must _________ me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If 
anyone ________ me, the Father will honor him” (John 12:26). We _______ follow Jesus. 
 

Second, we must ___________ in God. Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is _________ 
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him.” Faith in God means believing what He ______ and that He will keep His 
__________. It’s absurd to _______ that we believe in God, if we are unwilling to believe what 
He teaches. In a conversation with the Jews about whether Jesus was from God and the Son of 
God, the Lord Jesus said, “I told you that you would die in your sins, for ________ you believe 
that I am he you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). Faith in Christ means believing that He is 
the Christ, the _____ of God, and the _______ of all. Believing in Him means taking what He 
_________ seriously. The Lord must be heartbroken that some people are Christians in ______ 
only, and they profess to believe in Christ, but follow after the ways of man. 
 

Third, we must _________ of our sins. The Lord Jesus said, “unless you repent, you will all 
likewise _________” (Luke 13:3). Repentance is not an ________ for anyone who wishes to 
live with God. Romans 6:11 describes what repentance does. “So you also must consider 
yourselves ______ to sin and ________ to God in Christ Jesus.” Repentance means _________ 
our old sinful ways and ________ for God. Read Romans 8:12-13. To live with God, we 
______ repent. 
 

Fourth, we must be ___________. Read what the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:5-7. 
This birth of water and the Spirit refers to _________, just as every early Christian testified. 
One must be baptized in order to enter God’s ___________. When Saul of Tarsus was blinded 
on the road to Damascus, the Lord Jesus Himself told him, “get up and enter the city, and it will 
be _____ you what you must do” (Acts 9:6). Saul prayed and fasted for three days; yet he was 
not ________.  Ananias came to Saul and told him, “And now why do you delay? Get up and 
be baptized, and _______ away your sins, calling on His name” (Acts 22:16). God didn’t wash 
away Saul’s sins _______ he was baptized into Christ. We ______ be baptized! 
 

Fifth, we must _________ in spirit and in truth. Read what the Lord Jesus said in John 4:23-
24. Many today have __________ worship with various forms of entertainment. True worship 
_________ from pretense or man-made worship, as well. Jesus _______ that difference in two 
things. Is their worship genuinely ______ their spirit or heart? And, is their worship 
authentically what God __________ in His Word?  If it differs, it isn’t ______ worship. 
According to Matthew 15:8-9, if their practices come from the ___________ of men, then their 
worship is in _______. 
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Sixth, we must pay close attention to God’s __________. Read Hebrews 2:1-3. Some think 
God ought to be ___________ with just whatever we offer Him, but the Scriptures __________ 
that we pay attention and keep His commandments carefully. We must not ______ to or 
__________ from God’s teaching. We have no _______ to rewrite God’s teaching to suit 
ourselves or to satisfy the whims of our culture. 
 

Seventh, we must _______ God first. When the apostles appeared before the Sanhedrin, the 
high priest said, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and behold, 
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us” 
(Acts 5:28). In verse 29, Peter and the apostles answered and said, “We must ______ God 
rather than men.” We must _______  ____ for our God and our faith above all else. We must 
never suppose that God is _________ to be one voice among many. God is God, and He 
_________ to be obeyed. 
 

Eighth, we must ______ the weak. Paul said, “In everything I showed you that by working hard 
in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 
Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to ______ than to ________’” (Acts 20:35). Christians must 
stand _______ to help those who are in need, to provide what they can for those who cannot 
provide for themselves. Christians ______ of themselves, just as Christ _______. 
 

Why does all of this matter? Because there’s _____ more “must.”  We must appear before God 
in __________ (2 Corinthians 5:10).  On judgment day, you will be there; you cannot ________ 
this appointment. The Lord Jesus will ________ righteously, saving His followers and 
condemning those who don’t believe or won’t obey Him. You and I must ________ before 
Him. Will you be ________ to face God?   
 

Read the parable the Lord tells in Matthew 25:7-11. While Jesus ________ His gift of 
salvation to everybody, sadly not everyone is __________ to meet the Master when He comes. 
Just as the virgins needed oil, so you and I must not ______ until the Lord comes to get right 
with God. We don’t _______ the day nor the hour when the Lord will return, so we must be 
prepared at ____  ______.  
 

Have you met the conditions that God demands in order to _______ His grace? Do you 
________? Have you __________? Have you ___________ Jesus as the Christ? Have you been 
___________ into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins? Have you __________ watchful and 
ready to meet Him? Please don’t _______ another day unprepared. Get right with God 
_______. Accept His offer of grace by ________ what He commands.  
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A New Heart 
Ezekiel 18:30-32 

 

Today we’re looking at a man who despised what he had __________. Have you ever 
_________ a new heart? We’re going to explore _____ to get one. The Bible is a __________ 
of hope and forgiveness. It has God’s remedy for the heartache of _____. Sin always brings 
heartache and makes a man feel ______ in his own eyes. But God’s Word teaches us how to 
rise _______ this sin and heartache; and that’s why we study the Holy Scriptures.  
 

The psalmist David was a man after _______ own heart, a giant slayer, a victorious king, and 
one who loved God. One spring, however, when kings usually go out to battle, David stayed 
home in his _______. Walking around on his roof one evening, David spotted a woman 
bathing and he _______ for her. She was very __________. David asked about her and learned 
that she was Bathsheba, the ______ of Uriah the Hittite, one of his “mighty men.” David then 
sent for her and committed _________ with her. For a time David _______ about it. As time 
passed, Bathsheba sent _______ to David that she had conceived his child and was pregnant. 
David was _________ in his sin. One sin usually ______ to others. Hoping to ______  ____ his 
sin, David brought Uriah home; but Uriah, being a true soldier, never went to his wife, 
Bathsheba. David got Uriah _______, hoping he would go home to his wife; but Uriah stayed 
with his soldiers. David then sent word to Joab to put Uriah in the heat of the battle and then 
abandon him so he would be _______. Joab did so, and Uriah _____. After Bathsheba 
mourned for a time, David _____ her for his wife.  “But the thing that David had done was evil 
in the sight of the LORD” (2 Samuel 11:27). David sinned against God and felt great ______. 
 

Our Scripture reading today is the Word of the Lord God in Ezekiel 18:30-32.   
 

It’s easy for people to get caught up in ___________ and sin. Many think they can live as they 
________ without any consequences. But the time comes when the sin itself ________ a 
person, and he becomes someone that he never intended to be and cannot _________. The 
apostle Paul once cried, “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me _____ from the body of 
this death?” (Romans 7:24). Perhaps you, too, have felt that way. 
 

Read how David describes his guilt in Psalm 38:3-10. David was aching ______ inside over 
his sin. I have a book in my library on how people ______ with guilt; it describes 26 ways that 
people _____ to overcome their guilt. Surprisingly, the book says that ______ of these ways 
work. Only ____________ works. People frequently ________ themselves about sin and they 
get trapped by their own devices. Because of the burden of his sins, David wanted to ________  
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and to _______ a solution to his guilt. Psalm 51 tells of his journey. No one overcomes guilt by 
________ it or denying it. One has to own up to sin and make the kind of changes in his life 
that ______ him become the kind of person that he can live with and respect. 
 

Read Psalm 51:1-4. David knew the ______ of sin; and he wanted to be _____ of that filthy 
feeling that sin causes. He knew God was right to _______ him. It’s an important day in a 
person’s life, when he or she takes _____________ for sin. God cannot _______ in our lives 
when we deny our sins. 

Psalm 51:6 says, “Behold, You (that is, God) desire _______ in the innermost being, And 
in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.” It amazes me how often people will 
deceive themselves, _________ their sins mistakes, or inappropriate actions, or a sickness, or a 
stage they’re going through. Paul said, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man ______, this will he also ______” (Galatians 6:7). Romans 6:23 reminds us that the wages 
of sin is _______; and that hasn’t changed in all these centuries. 
 

Read what David said in Psalm 51:16-17. What God desires from us is not some offering to 
make up for our sin, but a _________ in our hearts. Sin breaks God’s _______, and it should 
break ours. We’ve ________ His commandments, sinned against Him. What He desires from 
us is that we _________ what we’ve done and show contrition, show that we are genuinely 
_______; that, yes, we’re _________ of what we’ve done, and penitent for our actions. 
 

A contrite person will genuinely ________ having sinned against God. He, in fact, will ______ 
his sin. More than that, when one understands the __________ of sin, one begins to despise it, 
just as God despises it.  Paul said, “Abhor what is ______; and cling to what is _____” 
(Romans 12:9). God wants us to _____ sin, because it’s evil and it hurts people, hurts God, and 
hurts the sinner himself. When we hate sin, we can’t go ______ to that sin again; we can’t give 
in to that temptation again. Solomon said, "The fear of the LORD is to ______ evil; Pride and 
arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate” (Proverbs 8:13). 
 

Have you realized how sin destroys ______ and hurts those that you love? Some people 
criticize Christians for ________ the sin, but _______ the sinner. Why wouldn’t one hate 
something that ________ individuals, and families, and whole societies? The father of the 
prodigal son knew sin caused his son to _______ his money on drinking and prostitutes. He 
hated what sin had ______ to his beloved son. This godly father spent hours praying that his 
_____ son would come to his senses and _______ his life. That’s how God ______ at us. He 
________ with love and longing. He wants us to change our _______ and ______. Read what 
Jesus reveals about that prodigal son in Luke 15:17-24. Repentance means a change of 
heart that leads to a change in __________. That son didn’t just _______ about change; he 
went home. 
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The Heavenly Father _________ with the angels when a sinner _________. God loves each of 
us as His _________ and He wants us to love Him. When we repent and are obedient to the 
gospel, He will _______ us. When a person repents, he’ll not only be __________ of his old 
life but he’ll also _________ for righteousness. He wants to be __________ to a loving 
relationship with God the Father and to be clean from the stain of his sin. Read what David 
said from his heart in Psalm 51:7-9. Hyssop was a plant that the Israelite priests used to 
sprinkle the people when they were ceremonially __________. David desperately wanted to be 
free from his sin and to feel _______ again. 
 

Jesus said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
__________” (Matthew 5:6). When a person realizes what God has _____ for him, he becomes 
truly hungry for righteousness. Righteousness means being in a “_______” relationship with 
God. God will not condemn the righteous, but He will condemn the ________. Jesus was 
willing to bear your sins and mine so that you and I could live to righteousness (1 Peter 2:24). 
 

Love for Jesus means that we want to ________ Him, live as He teaches, serve Him with our 
lives, and avoid any offense. David sang, “Create in me a ______ heart, O God, And ______ a 
steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). He wanted a whole new and changed _______, one 
that did not give in to sin as he had done with Bathsheba. He wanted to be ______. 
 

Sin will _______ your heart. Read how Hebrews 3:12-13 cautions Christians.  A clean heart 
_____ close to God and stays away from sin. The heart that gives in to sin soon hardens against 
God.  Its love for God begins to grow ______ because sin drives God out of the heart. We  
have to ________: a clean heart that holds to God or a defiled conscience that shuts God out. 
 

Read what David said in Psalm 51:11-12. David clearly wanted to go back to that old 
relationship that he had with God ________ he sinned. He didn’t want to lose the _____ of his 
salvation or lose the Holy Spirit, who gave him the ability to write psalms and to prophesy. Joy 
comes from knowing that our sins are forgiven and we can live in God’s _______ forever. Joy 
comes from knowing that God is with us and hears our _________. Righteousness gives us a 
__________ heart. A thankful, joyful heart wants to _____ everyone of the love and the 
blessing of God. Read what David said in (Psalm 51:12-15). Love will overflow from a heart 
that knows how _______ God has been to it. It wants everyone to know and to find the same 
_____ and __________. 
 

God said, “Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new _______ and a new ______! For why will you die, O house of Israel?” 
(Ezekiel 18:31). We can have a new heart and spirit when we open our eyes to the tragic 
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________ of sin and begin to hate it. We’ll have a new heart when our focus is on being _____ 
with God and living to please Him. We don’t have to die in _____. Because Jesus sacrificed 
Himself, we can ______ to righteousness. Don’t let another day go by with that ______ of sin 
in your life. Make a ______ heart for yourselves. Become a Christian! 
 
“I’m not all I _______ to be; I’m not all I ______ to be; I’m not all I’m _______ to be; but 
thank God that by His mercy and grace I’m not what I ______ to be.” We all have a ______ 
that we live with, sins that we _______. Sin makes us feel small in our own eyes and ashamed; 
and that’s why the ________ is such good news. The gospel is God’s ________ to save our 
souls and to change our lives. When we allow the story of the cross to _______ our hearts, we 
have ______. Righteousness is _______ with joy and peace. We don’t have to ________ in 
guilt and fear because of the gospel. 
 
Let the story of Jesus, dying on the cross, ______  your hardened heart. Let His love _______ 
you. Surrender to Him. The stubborn, hardened heart finds life ________. The humble, 
surrendered, penitent heart finds _______ and righteousness. David said, “The sacrifices of 
God are a _________ spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise” 
(Psalm 51:17). When we look long at the cross and we see what the Lord has sacrificed to 
forgive us, the cross gives us _______. Believe in _______ and believe in the ______. 
 
Leave sin and selfishness _________ and focus on the Lord. Christ can change your heart and 
rid you of ______. Replace that guilt with a __________ to God. David learned that his life 
would never __________ as long as he harbored sin. When David confessed his sin and 
repented, he found peace in his ______. God’s ways _________ the sting of sin. When God 
forgives, He no longer _______ that sin against us. 
 
Do you ______ a clean heart? A _____ heart? You can have your sins ________ away today 
through the _______ of Jesus Christ. Believe in Him with _____ your heart. When the guilty 
souls at the day of Pentecost asked what to do, Peter replied in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be 
__________ every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  The apostle Paul called himself the _______ of 
sinners in 1 Timothy 1:15. But Ananias said to him, “And now why do you ______? Rise and 
be baptized and ______  ______ your sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16). There’s no 
_________ in guilt and remaining in sin. The blood of Christ will ________ you from sin when 
you are baptized into the death of Christ.  
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