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STUDY SHEET 
December 21, 2014 

 
 
 

God’s Gift of Love 
1 John 4:7-11 

 

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript. 
 

When God sent His Son Jesus into the world, He was sending His very heart filled with ______. 
Today we’re going to remember God’s _______ of love. We seek to ________ the Lord and to 
follow Him. When we follow the Lord, we know we’ll _______ a joyous, abundant life filled 
with peace and purpose. God’s ways are __________ righteous and kind. They ______  ____ 
rather than tear down. They give _______ rather than discourage. They _______ to wisdom 
rather than to foolishness. The more you know about God, the more you’ll love and praise Him.  
 

God is love. Everything about Him _________ His love. Read John 3:16-17. Jesus didn’t 
come to this world to condemn us, but to _______us. He knew sin was our real _________, and 
He suffered on the cross so we might ______ to sin and _______ to righteousness. God 
___________ to send Jesus. Read what an angel of the Lord told Joseph in Matthew 1:20-
23. Jesus is indeed God _______ us, and we’re so thankful He came into the world. 
 

Our reading today comes from The First Epistle of John 4:7-11.   
 

Many people think of the ________ Jesus when they think of God’s gift of love. God gave us 
Jesus to be _______ of us. He was _______ us physically and endured all the challenges of 
growing up in this world. Because He became one of us, He ________________ all our 
strengths and weaknesses. John said that Jesus “did not need anyone to testify concerning man, 
for He Himself _______ what was in man” (John 2:25).  Though Jesus was the Son of God, He 
___________ flesh and dwelled among us. Read what the Hebrew writer observed in 
Hebrews 4:14-16. Because Jesus understands us and was ___________ like we are, He can 
________ us in our greatest times of need. 
 

God knew that we __________ Him! No one else would do.  The Lord Jesus said, “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
__________ in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). There are _________ prophets in the 
Old Testament, but only ______ Son of God. Moses gave us the _______, but Jesus gave us 
______ and ________. The prophets __________ people, but Jesus ______________ Himself 
for people. Angels could _______ us God’s message, but Jesus Himself _______ God’s 
message, the Word. No one else could do what Jesus did for us. Revelation 5:12 reminds us that 
because Jesus was slain as a Lamb for our sins, He is __________ “to receive power and riches 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 
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The Lord Jesus gave three __________ why He came into the world. First, He came to _______ 
us from our sins. He said, “For the Son of Man came to _______ and to _______ the lost” 
(Luke 19:10). Jesus came looking for the ________, that He might save them from sin.  
Because of sin, we’re all lost; and we’re lost in sin and needing a Savior to ________ us. So 
many of the heartaches of life come from __________ behavior.  When people _________ God, 
they fill their lives with every kind of evil. Jesus wanted to bring salvation to our lives so that 
we could have _______ and true life and _________ all that evil. Jesus isn’t trying to 
manipulate us but to ________ us. The Lord Jesus said, “the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to ________, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Sin separates us 
from God and it also enslaves us to evil; but Jesus redeemed us with the _________ of His 
blood. He redeemed us by __________ Himself, His very own body and His very own blood. 
There could be no greater ________, and no greater ________. Jesus not only died for us as 
individuals, He also wanted to _________ us from this sinful world. Read Paul’s greeting to 
the churches of Galatia in Galatians 1:3-5.  
 

One can truly describe the world into which Jesus was born as “_______.” The predominant 
___________ of His day was a mixture of superstition with paganism. Because it was a world 
with a warped understanding of God, people lived with warped _________ and ________.  
Read Romans 1:28-32. Our world today is much ______ the world of the first century; and 
each day it seems to _______ more and more evil. More and more people participate in that evil 
with the ___________ of others. How tragic that people __________ a sinful world is more 
enjoyable or better than a world where God is honored. 
 

Second, Jesus said He came to bless our lives with a _________ way, an abundant way of life. 
The Lord Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. But I came that they 
may have ________ and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). In Christ our lives overflow with His 
_______. Titus 2:14 says Jesus “gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
_________ for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works.” 
Jesus not only saves; He ___________ people. He transforms them from ___________ to 
________. His love, His truth, and His life show us a better way to _______ and a better way to 
_______ our fellow man. The Lord __________ us kindness, respect, integrity, honesty, and 
justice. He’s the Prince of peace, the hope of mankind, and the balm of Gilead.  
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “For by grace you have been saved through ________. And this is not 
your own doing; it’s the _______ of God, not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good ________, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” When people live in sin they _________ misery and 
heartache everywhere; but when they serve the Lord they become a __________ to everyone. 
They encourage; they give hope; they show love; they bring peace; and they spread joy and 
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good news. Christians do not speak out against sin because of _______, but because they know 
the agony and hurt sin brings. The Lord offers something ________ than sin. He was indeed 
God’s gift of _______. What God gave to us was not things, but a __________. 
 

Third, Jesus said He came to bear witness to the _________. John 1:14 says of Jesus, “And the 
Word __________ flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father (that is, the only begotten Son), full of grace and truth.” Jesus proclaimed, 
“I am the _______, and the ________, and the _______. No one comes to the Father ________ 
through me” (John 14:6). Because of Jesus, we can know what God is like; because of Jesus we 
can know what righteousness truly is; and because of Jesus, we have the ability to distinguish 
________ from _________.   
 

When Jesus appeared before Pilate, Pilate wanted to know if the __________ he had heard were 
true. So John 18:37 reads, “Then Pilate said to him, ‘So you are a _______?’ And Jesus 
answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was _______ and for this purpose I have 
_______ into the world—to bear witness to the truth. And everyone who is of the truth 
_________ to my voice.’” Jesus and the truth are inseparably _________ to each other. If we 
wish to know the truth, we must __________ to his voice.  
 

Our world is _________ with contradictory lies, myths, and false hopes. Jesus came to give us 
an undeniable and unvarying ________ to the truth.  How wonderful to have an unchanging 
moral and spiritual ______________ that provides a basis for our values. Since God has raised 
Jesus from the dead, we can have confidence that the Lord’s ____________ is true. We can 
________ His promises, His morals, and we can believe that heaven is waiting for us. First John 
5:20 says, “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us _________________, 
so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. 
He is the _______ God and eternal life.”  It is a great gift to know what and Who is _______.  
 

The Lord Jesus wants to _________ us with His love. He wanted His _________ on the cross to 
make a difference in our lives. If we take seriously the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins, we will 
come to _______ Him.  The Lord Jesus said, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
_______ all people to myself” (John 12:32). Let His sacrifice on the cross for you __________! 
The Lord Jesus was ___________ to pay the ultimate price to get your attention and to 
demonstrate His utter love for you. He wanted to ________ you to Himself. He wanted you to 
love Him the _______ that He loves you.  
 

Romans 5:6-8 says, “For while we were still _______, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
__________, Christ died for us.” We were once weak and needed saving; we were once 
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ungodly and didn’t take the ways of God seriously; and we were once sinners who violated 
God’s teaching and were offensive to Him. In spite of these things, the Lord Jesus willingly 
________ for us to show His love. 
 
When we __________ to His love and become Christians, we _________ that the cross matters 
to us. Surely the God who created us and gave us His Son has many more blessings in store. 
Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us _____  ________?” In Christ, God’s love never _______! 
Read Romans 8:35-39.   Nothing can ___________ you from the love of God; but don’t take 
His love for granted. Never turn _________ from God as some do. 
 
When Jesus redeemed us with His _________, He gave us His utmost. We all need to be 
reminded of how God _________ us as Christians, and as His children. Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. 
Don’t let anybody or anything ______ you of a close, loving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Love Him and ________ Him.   
 
Jesus came into the world to ________ us from sin, to _______ us a better way, and to _______ 
the truth to us. Does this make any difference to you? Does it matter whether you are lost or 
saved? Does it matter whether you live with wisdom or with foolishness?  Does it matter 
whether you know the truth or whether you have been deceived with falsehoods? There is one 
thing you must understand: while some people ignore Jesus the Lord, Jesus is the most relevant 
and important Person in your life. No one else can bless you, love you, forgive you, give you 
hope, and save your soul but Jesus Christ. You need Him in your life. 
 
The love of Jesus is indeed a ______. The Lord loved us even when we didn’t _________ it, 
even when we were lost in our sins. He took the initiative and __________ His body and blood 
on the cross because He didn’t want to ________ us where He ________ us. He came to 
_______ us out of darkness and out of hopelessness. Don’t take this marvelous gift of love and 
salvation for granted; it’s priceless. Nothing else compares. 
 
If you wish to _______ the love of God, you must ________ His gift of love. Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, _______ from the sin that only destroys, _________ Jesus Christ as God’s Son, and 
be __________ into Christ. When you’re baptized into Christ, you’re “crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 
___________ to sin” (Romans 6:6). This baptism is an immersion in ________, just as Jesus 
was baptized in the Jordan River and just as Philip baptized the eunuch. When you are united 
with Christ, the Lord sets you _______ from sin and He makes you God’s child, a fellow-heir 
of heaven. Will you accept His gift of love? Will you love and obey Him? 


