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STUDY SHEET 
November 2, 2014 

 
 
 

“The Called Out Body” 
Acts 2:37-41 

 

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript. 
 

Did you know that the _________is the called out body of Christ? Today we’re looking at how 
the church was called together to ________the Lord Jesus. The Lord wisely established His 
church because He knew what a _________it would be for everyone.  When people follow the 
wise __________of Jesus in Scripture, the church acts as the body of Christ on earth today. The 
Scriptures show kindness, teach the saving ______, help the poor, care for the children, and 
______ the young to live Godly and spiritual lives. Jesus calls people to be His disciples and to 
do His _____. Every person who wants to do something meaningful with his life can do no 
_______ than to follow Jesus.  
 

Our English word “church” is the normal ___________ for a Greek term ekklesia.  The word 
ekklesia literally means “called out” and refers to an assembly or a congregation that’s been 
called together for a _________. The church is made up of the Lord’s people called out from 
the _______, disciples who have denied themselves and taken up their crosses to follow Him. 
The church consists of those who have been washed in the ______of Jesus Christ. When a 
person is baptized for the forgiveness of his sins, the Lord _____him to the church, His body.  
So, the church is made up of the saved who _______their lives in service to the Lord. 
 

We must be ________ to distinguish popular religion from genuine devotion to the Lord. Some 
religious groups focus on some ________ leader rather than on Jesus Christ. Others have turned 
their _______into a religious enterprise, complete with entertainment. Still others have turned to 
opinions and traditions of men and have __________ the Word of God. What is the called out 
body of Jesus like? You may search and find the ______ church in Scripture. 
 

Our reading today comes from the book of Acts 2:37-41. The New Testament ________the 
church as the “called out” people who believe and obey the Lord. When the Scriptures use the 
word “church” in the singular, it refers to everyone who has _______ the one, true gospel and 
whom the Lord has added to His body, the church. The church began in Jerusalem, but because 
of persecution _________ throughout Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:4). As new congregations 
developed in the places where they traveled, they didn’t ______ new denominations with 
different names and creeds. They built new congregations around the inspired ______ that they 
had learned from the apostles.  
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The gospel was good news to them, and they would not ________ from what they had learned. 
The Lord Jesus in The Gospel According to Matthew ___________ the apostles to teach others 
what He had taught them. Read Matthew 28:18-20. They didn’t teach what people _________ 
Christianity should be; they preached the Word of God! Disciples _______ from their Master; 
they _______ what their Master taught. 
 

They remembered what Jesus said, “Why do you _____ me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not ___ what I 
tell you?” (Luke 6:46). They didn’t want to add to His words or take away from them; they 
simply wanted to _______the Lord. They trusted Jesus to be their Lord and to know what was 
________ for them to do. Colossians 1:18 says, “He is also ______ of the body, the church; and 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have _______ 
place in everything.” The church uniquely belongs to Jesus and Jesus ______. No group can 
vote Him out or overrule what He teaches or what He instructs; and He is the one that gives the 
church what to ________ and what to ___________. Our ________ may change with the times, 
but the Lord doesn’t change His ___________ to suit the times. If He were following us, then 
He would be our _________, but that’s not the way things are. He is the ______; and our task is 
to deny ourselves and to follow Him. 
 

Jesus said, “If you ______in my word, then you are truly disciples of mine, and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you ____” (John 8:31-32). The early Christians wanted to be 
____ disciples and to be free, so they remained within His teaching. Many people today follow 
the traditions of men or the thinking of the time and they ____  _____ of what Jesus actually 
taught.  
 

When people move away from the Word of Jesus, they cease to be His __________. When 
people develop their own “churches,” designed after their own opinions and their human 
traditions, they cease to be _________ of Jesus. Read what the apostle Paul warned Timothy 
in 2 Timothy 4:1-4. You might attend a congregation that you really _____ and one that 
perhaps entertains you with ideas that you want to hear; but, if that congregation teaches you 
things that are untrue, things that are different from what the Word of God teaches, it will do 
you more ______ than ______. Only the _______can set you free! 
 

The called out body of Christ must be ________ to the truth. The Lord, in the early days, 
appointed _________whose purpose was to spiritually ________ every member of the body. 
Read what God gave these leaders to do in Ephesians 4:12-13. Jesus didn’t appoint men to 
_________ their own doctrines but to bring the church to the ________of the faith; that is, to all 
follow the ______ belief. Following the true doctrine and knowing the truth about the Son of 
God causes people to ________ spiritually.  
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Paul said, “Him (speaking about Jesus) we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature (or complete) in Christ” (Colossians 
1:28). When people mature in their faith and in their knowledge of Jesus, they can ________ 
the trickery and lies of the devil. The apostle Paul explains the value of this maturity; he wants 
us to be mature “so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” 
(Ephesians 4:14). Every silly and crafty religious doctrine fills our society; and people who 
don’t ______ the Scriptures get caught up in its deception. Don’t be fooled; the truth 
_________. Wouldn’t you rather have the ________ of God than the _________of men?  
 

When we mature spiritually, we’ll be ______ to distinguish the good from the evil, the true 
from the false, and right from wrong. Sadly, some folks in the early church didn’t ______ in 
their knowledge of God and His Word like they should have. Read the criticism of some 
people in Hebrews 5:12-14. I fear many today are in the same shape; they need someone to 
teach them the _______ of Christianity. Because they study _______ by humans and not the 
_______, they often cannot distinguish true Christianity from a corrupted religion.  
 

God wants His people to _______ the truth and to _____ the truth.  Read Ephesians 4:15-16 – 
we must avoid deceitful doctrines.  Devotion to Christ means that we’ll speak the ______ in 
love. Devotion to Christ unites people and gets them _________ and ________. The love of 
Christ causes people to love each other and to build up one another. The church that loves the 
Lord, works for the Lord, and loves each other will _______ and _______. 
 

The Christian life in the body of Christ is one of ________ development and growth. Read how 
God encourages us in Colossians 3:1-4. We are called to set our ______ on Christ and the 
things above; He is our life!  When we give our lives to the Lord here on earth, we can go to 
live with Christ in glory in ________. Our task is not to please people here but to _____ on 
pleasing God.  
 

As a body, we are called to _________ and to serve the Lord. The Lord wants us to offer up 
spiritual _________ that God can accept (1 Peter 2:5). He wants us to worship as people 
devoted to the Lord with our hearts, those hearts that are _______ before God. In the church 
that Jesus built everyone is a priest and everyone has a responsibility to worship and serve God. 
 

When the ________ church assembled together they sang hymns; they communed in the Lord’s 
Supper; they prayed; they collected money to support the works of the church; and they listened 
to the preaching of the Word. Paul’s epistle to the Colossians was designed to be _____ to the 
assembled congregation or church (Colossians 4:16). Paul said, “Let the word of Christ richly 
dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
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hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). 
The early church was to _____ psalms and hymns to God, teaching and admonishing one 
another, letting the Word of Christ richly dwell within their hearts with thanksgiving. Notice 
that the ___________ in this passage is on what is sung, not on what sounds ________. They 
were to teach and admonish one another, not ___________. They were to give thanks to God, 
not ___________ for each other. There’s no suggestion of using an instrument in this passage. 
 
The early church also assembled to _____ the Lord’s Supper and to commune with Christ. 
Read what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. The church _____________ the Lord’s 
body and blood given on the cross each Lord’s day by partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Whether we are assembled or not, we ought to _______ God, and do as He wants us to do.  
Read Hebrews 13:15-16. Our focus must always be on loving _____ and loving one another. 
Read Colossians 3:14-15. Are you pleasing God?  Are you living in such a way that you _____ 
His commandments?  Jesus called His people out through the _________ of the gospel to live 
loving and godly lives, to worship Him, to do good to others, and to share the gospel with 
others. Let’s follow the _________ of the apostle Peter. When several didn’t like what Jesus 
taught and _________ from Him, Jesus asked His apostles, “Do you want to go away as 
well?” Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the _______ of 
eternal life, and we have _________, and we have come to ______, that you are the Holy One 
of God’” (John 6:68-69). Jesus Christ _______ has the words of eternal life, so we must turn to 
Him and His teaching. 
 
The Lord expects us not only to believe His teaching , but also to get involved in His ________. 
Hebrews 10:25 warns us not to __________ “our own assembling together, as the habit of some 
is, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” The New 
Testament church always appeared in identifiable congregations who _______ regularly on the 
first day of the week to ____________ and to _______ for one another. If you can assemble 
with the saints, you should.  It will ________ you to be a part of the church that follows Jesus. 
 
To become a member of the Lord’s church, to be saved, and to become a Christian – all that 
takes place at the same time – you must be __________ to His Word. Peter told the guilty at 
Pentecost to “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
___________ of your sins” (Acts 2:38).  Acts 2:41 says, “So then, those who had received his 
word were baptized; and that day there were ________ about three thousand souls.” The Lord 
adds those who repent and are baptized, and are saved, to His church. Wouldn’t you like to be 
part of God’s called out body of believers?  Obey the Lord, and He will add you to His church 
today! 


