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Love and Law 
Mark 3:31-35 

 

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript. 
 

Can love and law _________? Can people ______ God’s law lovingly?  Today we’re going to 
see how loving God and keeping His laws can work ___________. The psalmist said, “Open 
my ______, that I may behold Wonderful things from Your law” (Psalm 119:18). We too need 
to open our eyes and our ________ to the law of God that we may behold wonderful things. 
Verse 24 says, “Your testimonies also are my _________; They are my counselors.” When we 
take time to read and meditate on Scripture, we find wisdom and counsel that _________ us.  
No wonder this psalmist cried out in verse 97, “O how I _______ Your law! It’s my meditation 
all the day.” Is the Bible your delight and your meditation?   
 

Read what the Lord Jesus said to the Pharisees when they followed their traditions and 
ignored God’s law in Matthew 15:7-9. The problem with the Pharisees and with many 
Christians is that by making human traditions they lose ________ of God. Their hearts are so 
concerned with themselves that they have no _______ for God. People who focus on the 
instructions God gave us, however, are __________ their love and respect for Him. God gave 
us His laws to show His love for us and to _________ us. The law of God isn’t a burden or 
grievous; it is God’s _______ of telling us what is evil and harmful.  Love and law can coexist! 
 
Our reading today comes from the Gospel According To Mark 3:31-35.   
 
The Lord Jesus __________ that by keeping the Lord’s commandments, we show our love for 
Him and for the Father. The Lord said, “If you ______ Me, you will ______ My 
commandments” (John 14:15). That seems so ________, and yet our society questions what the 
Lord says. People try to distance the _______ to obey from love. They think if someone keeps a 
commandment, they are merely observing a meaningless _________ or trying to ______ 
salvation. It seems they may not understand obedience the ______ that the Lord Jesus 
understands it. Jesus understands obedience as a means of _______. 
 
Read what the Lord said in John 14:23-24. The Father and the Lord Jesus make their ______ 
with those that they love, and they love the people who love them enough to keep their words.  
Love _______ enough to obey. When people _______ to keep those words, they show that they 
don’t love the Lord. These words aren’t merely the words of Jesus; they belong to the _______. 
Remember today’s reading in Mark 3:33-35.  
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The Lord Jesus also sets the __________ for us in how to love the Father. Read what Jesus 
said in John 15:8-10. We must _________ the Lord’s example and ________ our discipleship 
by keeping the Father’s commandments. 
 

Authentic Christianity, real Christianity, authentic obedience, real obedience is always 
motivated by the _______, by the love that we have for the Lord Jesus Christ.  We can’t 
_________ that simply because someone obeys and insists on obedience that he is legalistic or a 
Pharisee.  Read what the apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. The love of Christ 
motivated _______ to live for Jesus.  There are no _________ or self-serving motives here, but 
_______ and authentic love for Christ. That is what God _______ – love that keeps God’s 
commandments, His laws. 
 
Read 1 John 2:3-6. To know the Lord in this passage means to have a _______, loving 
relationship with Him. That relationship is determined by _________ commandments. 
Complete love for God means one is devoted to keeping the ________ of the Lord. 
 

For the _______ or nominal Christian, keeping commandments is burdensome; it’s a drudgery; 
but the authentic Christian ___________ in keeping God’s commandments. Read 1 John 5:2-3.  
True Christians find delight in God’s commandments, because they know that every 
commandment of God is for our _______ and our _________. They realize that the words of 
Jesus _______ to eternal life and to living abundantly. 
 

Some say that a law of Christ doesn’t ________, but the Scriptures speak differently. They’ve 
read some passages which speak a truth, but it doesn’t give the _______ truth.  For instance, 
they might cite Romans 3:28, where Paul says, “For we maintain that a man is justified by 
______ apart from works of the Law.” They might cite Galatians 2:21, where Paul says, “I do 
not nullify the _______ of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died 
needlessly.”  But the context of both of these passages is speaking of the Law of God given by 
________.  The Law of Moses surely does not ________ anyone today under Christ.  We 
should not _________ the Law of Moses with the commandments found in the New Testament 
that come from Jesus our Lord. Read what other people cite in Ephesians 2:8-10. Truly we 
cannot _______ our way to heaven, you can’t and I can’t.  No one can say that we’ve done so 
well that God ______ us salvation. We shouldn’t, however, confuse ______________ to Christ 
with some effort that earns salvation apart from the grace of God. We do not earn our salvation, 
but we must _________ to grace.  Faith and obedience are ____________ to receive the gift. 
 

Let’s say that I have placed a treasure worth millions of dollars in your back yard, and I tell you 
about it.  I say, all you have to do is to go out there and dig it up, and you have to go to that 
exact location where I placed it.  If you fail to dig or you dig in the wrong place, you won’t 
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enjoy the great gift. You must ________ directions to enjoy the blessing.  Who would imagine 
that because you did a little digging that you earned that treasure?   Why, you didn’t earn the 
treasure; you simply met the conditions of the gift.  So it is with obedience and God; obedience 
is the proper ___________ to the gift so that one may enjoy eternal life. Our salvation is a 
treasure beyond our ability to pay, and no one can work hard enough in a lifetime to earn an 
eternity with God; but if we ______ to follow the Lord, we won’t be able to enjoy His blessing. 
 

Obedience is a ____________ to the grace of God, not some work of merit that earns us 
salvation.  While the grace of God is unmerited and undeserved, it’s by no means 
________________. While God offers His grace to every man, not everyone _________ that 
gift. Many choose to serve the world and they lose sight of the _______ Jesus paid to save us. 
 

The Scriptures do indeed speak of the law of Christ, and God expects faithful Christians to ____ 
Christ’s law. Listen to the inspired word of God. Read what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:19-
21. Paul was _______ the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and 
thereby _________ the law of Christ.”  
 

Like Paul, James also _______________ that Christians are under a law.  Read James 2:10-12.  
Yes, the law of Christ is a law of ________. 
 

Obedience to the Lord is not an _________; it’s a necessity to please God.  John 3:36 says, “He 
who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not _______ the Son will not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him.”  When people _________ to do as God instructs they 
cannot expect to have eternal life.  Instead, they can expect to face the _______ of God.  
Everything that is in the ________ points to faith and obedience. Paul said that he “received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the ______________ of _______ for the sake of his name 
(that is the name of Christ) among all the nations” (Romans 1:5). He wanted people not only to 
_________ but also to _______. In fact, the apostle Paul, in the book of Romans, tells how a 
slave of sin is _______ from that sin and becomes a slave of righteousness.  Our transformation 
into children of God is not by faith alone but includes our ____________.  Romans 6:17-18 
says, “But thanks be to God that though you were _______ of sin, you became obedient from 
the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been _______ from 
sin, you became the slaves of righteousness.”  God set these slaves of sin _______ from that sin, 
when they became obedient from their ________ to His teaching.   If you believe the gospel, 
you will ______ the gospel. Your ___________ comes when you become obedient! 
 

The apostle Paul wrote, “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when 
the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out 
retribution to those who do not know God and to those who ___  ____  _____ the gospel of our 
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Lord Jesus. These will pay the _________ of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).  
 

Jesus sets the __________ of obedience for us.  Jesus obeyed the Father so that we can be 
________.  Hebrews 5:8-9 says, “Although He was a Son, He __________ obedience from the 
things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who ______ 
Him the source of eternal salvation.” Jesus wasn’t a legalist or a Pharisee; He was obedient 
because He _______ the Father.  In fact, Jesus said, “but so that the world may know that I love 
the Father, I do __________ as the Father commanded Me” (John 14:31). He did just as the 
Father _____________ Him. He didn’t ______ to the instructions or _____  _____ from them.  
He ___________ did exactly what the Father told Him to do.  Doing things carefully and 
precisely as we’re ______________ shows conscientiousness, carefulness and love.  It means 
we take the Lord seriously and lovingly, just as Jesus did His Father. 
 

Why does keeping the law of Christ matter?  Because if we ______ Jesus, we’ll ______ His 
commandments.  We too can say, “but so that the ________ may know that we love the Father, 
we do exactly as the Father commands us.” Do you love the Father?  Are you keeping His 
commandments?   If you choose not to _________ in Christ, you cannot be saved.  The Lord 
said, “Go into all the world and _________ the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and 
has been baptized shall be ________; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 
16:15-16). If you love the Lord, you’ll trust in Him and believe the ________. You can’t refuse 
to believe and be saved.  That’s His teaching. 
 

If you choose not to ________ of your sins, you cannot be saved. The Lord said, “unless you 
repent, you will all likewise ________” (Luke 13:3).. If you love the Lord, you’ll ________ 
your sins (Matthew 5:30). If you aren’t willing to repent, you’ll perish.  That’s His teaching. 
 

If you choose not to _________ Jesus Christ as the Son of God, you’ll be cast aside by Christ.  
The Lord Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess 
him before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 
him before My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). That’s the Lord’s teaching! 
 

If you refuse to be __________ into Christ, you can’t have forgiveness.  Acts 2:38 says, 
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the _______________ of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 22:16 says, “Now why do you 
delay? Get up and be baptized, and ______  _______ your sins, calling on His name.”  That’s 
Scripture. If you love God, you won’t argue with God; you’ll obey His Word.  And you’ll obey 
quickly! 


