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Listening to God 
Hebrews 2:1-4 

 

How seriously do you take your ________? Did you know it’s God’s Word and can _______ 
you to eternal life? Today we’re going to see the _______ to listen to God. We search the 
Scriptures, because the Scriptures _______ for us the heart and mind of God. God __________ 
Himself through the Bible. Paul said, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it __________ God through the folly of what we preach to save those 
who believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21). The Lord God chose to reveal Himself through the 
Scriptures, so that we might know the ________.  
 

A man went to the doctor convinced that he was losing his __________. The doctor pulled out a 
gold pocket watch and asked, “Can you hear this ticking?” The man replied, “Of course!” The 
specialist moved several feet and held up the watch again, “Can you hear it now?” “Yes.” The 
specialist moved farther away and held up the watch, “What about now?” The man again said, 
“Yes.” The doctor returned to his patient and said, “Sir, there is nothing ________ with your 
hearing. You just don’t ________.” 
 

While the Bible is still the number one _____________ of all time, and while 82 percent of 
Americans revere the Bible as sacred literature, they simply don’t ______ it and don’t _______ 
what it actually teaches. In a recent report by the American Bible Society, 79 percent ________ 
they are knowledgeable about the Bible, but only 45 percent could __________ the four gospel 
accounts: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We have plenty of Bibles available, but people 
know _______ and _______ what they say. We _______ listen to God. 
 

Our reading today comes from the epistle to the Hebrews 2:1-4.   
 

Ancient Israel looked to the nations surrounding them and began to _________ the Lord God. 
They brought many __________ upon themselves. Many don’t realize what they have _______ 
until they no longer possess their blessings. Read the warning to Israel in Amos 8:11-12. 
Have you considered how ___________ God’s Word truly is? What would you do if you 
couldn’t ______ God’s Word anywhere? What if every available ________ of Divine truth was 
missing?  The person who ignores the Bible is no better off than the person who has ____ Bible.
  

God expects His people to listen to _______. Read the compelling warning about our 
need to hear the Lord Jesus in Matthew 17:1-5. God wanted them to ______ the Lord Jesus 
even over Moses and Elijah. The Lord Jesus is God’s Son and speaks with _______ authority. 
We must listen to Him!  Recently a highly respected religious leader, who claims he speaks for 
God, said people who don’t believe in God can still go to _________.   But, read what the Lord 
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Jesus said in Mark 16:15-16.  Again, Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to 
________ Him, for he who comes to God must _________ that He is and that He’s a rewarder 
of those who seek Him.” Should I ________ to a man who makes such outlandish statements, 
and ________ what the Lord Jesus said?  
 

Another religious leader said the apostles were ________ and ___________ about certain sins 
and he rebuked the inspired apostles Peter, Paul, and John for speaking out against ______. He 
implied that God would accept anyone, even if they had not __________. But, Paul said, “If 
anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you, 
are the Lord’s ______________” (1 Corinthians 14:37). When this leader says the apostles were 
wrong and outdated about sin, he’s actually ____________ the Lord Jesus. He isn’t listening to 
Christ; and he thinks he needs to __________ Christ, that Christ needs to be changed.   
 

He’s not the first one who thought he had a _________ plan than God. Many listen to Jesus but 
think they have a better way, so they do their _______ thing. Read what the Lord Jesus said 
in Matthew 7:24-27. Both of these men ________ houses. Both ________ what the Lord said, 
but only one did what the Lord said to do. The other listened but disagreed and thought he could 
___________ on the Lord’s teaching.  He foolishly built his house on _______. When people 
_______ they have a better way religiously than doing what Jesus says to do, they too build 
their houses on sand. In the end they’ll ______ that their “better way” wasn’t better at all. 
 

The Lord Jesus said, “All ___________ has been given unto Me in heaven and on earth” 
(Matthew 2:18). Jesus’ word is ________; there is no higher authority; He has _____ of it. The 
Lord Jesus said, “The one who ________ me and does not receive my words has a judge; the 
_______ that I have spoken will judge him on the last day” (John 12:48). Jesus will judge you 
by His words _______. Read the description of the judgment scene in Revelation 20:12. 
Those books are the ______ criteria of our judgment; they contain the _______ of Jesus, and 
they are found in the ________, specifically the New Testament. You will not be judged by the 
thinking of religious leaders who _________ with Jesus or ______ to what the Lord Jesus says. 
You won’t be __________ by councils, creeds, opinion polls, or talk show hosts. You will be 
judged by what’s written in the books that contain Jesus’ own words that are _________ to us 
and found in the New Testament. 
 

Why don't people hear?  Some people have simply placed their ________ somewhere else and 
have neglected or forgotten the most important things. Many have lost ________ of God and 
forgotten the _______ of Christ and have become distracted by the ________. God’s Word 
reminds us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what the will of God is, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect” (Romans 12:2). When we lose sight of ___________, we lose sight of God Himself. 
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Others stopped listening when they heard something they didn’t ______. They didn’t _______ 
to hear about sin, or about judgment, or about needing salvation. Some, frankly, would rather 
have their _______ tickled than listen to the _______ that they need.   Like the Stoics and the 
Epicureans of Acts 17:21, they spend their “time in nothing except telling or hearing something 
______.” How much better it would be if they were like the Bereans of Acts 17:11, “Now these 
were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they __________ the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” The Bereans 
wanted to know the ________.  Do you?  
 
The Word of God can _______ your life if you’ll let it.  Read Psalm 19:7-11 that describes 
what the Scriptures can do for us. If you wish to have _________faith, read the Bible.  “So 
________ comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 
 

If you wish to ________ God, if you wish to be ________ from sin, and if you wish to ______ 
with God eternally, ________ to God’s Word. Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the _________ of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). This book has the words of __________ life. Read it, treasure it, 
love it, memorize it, and share it with those that you _______. Not only will the word bring 
salvation to you, it will also _________ you.  David wrote, “Your word I have treasured in my 
heart, that I may not sin against You.” God’s Word will ________ you from stumbling in sin 
(Psalm 119:11). 
 

God’s Word is profitable for four significant tasks as seen in 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  
 

First, the Bible is valuable for __________ or doctrine. It teaches us what we must _______ and 
what to _________. Doctrine is valuable, because what we believe determines _______ we are 
and ______ we live.  Doctrine gives us the basic instructions about why we are here, why there 
is so much __________ in the world, how we should _______, and what will happen to us 
when we _____.  It teaches us how to be ________ from sin and how to inherit eternal life.  It 
teaches us about the ________, God’s family and kingdom.  It teaches us about _______ 
holiness, His justice, and most wonderfully His grace. Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was 
written in earlier times was written for our _____________, so that through perseverance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” We’ve got to be grateful for God’s 
Word. 
 

Second, the Bible is profitable for _________.  That is, it convicts us of sin and it refutes 
_______ teaching. I’m thankful that we have an unchangeable standard of truth and an 
unchangeable standard of morality that ________  ______ against lies and sin. To overcome 
any sin, we must know what sin is and realize it __________ God’s will.   
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Third, the Bible is valuable for ____________.  It shows the right ______ and brings healing by 
setting things right. Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26. When we ________ error and we _________ of 
sin, the Lord ___________ and ___________ us. Correction and repentance are ___________. 
They start us on a new and better ________. Correction brings _______ and ______!  We 
should ________ God every day for a new start in life. 
 
Fourth, the Bible is profitable for ___________ in righteousness.  It helps Christians to mature 
and to be equipped for doing ________. God’s word trains us in _______ to do and ______ to 
do it.  It provides the ____________ of godliness and righteousness that we need. It _________ 
the life of Jesus Christ, who is the great ____________ of righteousness and service.  
 
I sometimes wonder if God doesn’t get _____________ with us as He did with Israel. God is 
__________ to us through His word, but we aren’t always listening. Read what God said in 
Isaiah 65:1-2. People today are much like this; they follow their _______ thoughts rather than 
listen to ______. 
 
The person who neglects to listen to God is no _________ off than the person who says there is 
____ God.  He’s lost sight of what a __________ Scripture is. God’s Word is here in this book; 
and we must take the _______ to read it.  Are you __________ to God? Do you ________ what 
the Bible teaches?  If you _______ Him, you’ll listen to Him, you’ll _______ His voice on 
every matter. Remember, “For this reason we must pay much closer ____________ to what we 
have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved 
unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just __________, how will we 
escape if we _________ so great a salvation?” (Hebrews 2:1-3). Don’t gamble with your _____ 
by assuming that you know what is in the Bible. Study it for ____________. Be noble like the 
Bereans; ________ the Scriptures. Don’t accept what some preacher says and not ________ it 
out for yourself. Your soul is too important to listen to the _______ sources. Listen to the Lord. 
 
The more you know God, the more you’ll want to __________ a Christian and _________ Him.  
To become a Christian you must _______ the gospel and __________ with all your heart that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Out of love, __________ of your sins and turn your life over 
to God. Confess the Lord Jesus as the Christ, and be ___________.  Baptism is an immersion in 
water in the name of Jesus Christ for the _______________ of your sins.  When you are 
baptized, the Lord will ________  _______ your sins (Acts 22:16), make you His child 
(Galatians 3:26-27), and raise you up to walk in ___________ of life (Romans 6:3-4).  Oh, I 
hope and pray you’ll believe and obey the Lord today. 


