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The Answer is God 
1 Timothy 3:1-5 

 

Someone commits a violent _______ in America every 26 seconds and a __________ every 36 
minutes. Why? Psalm 1:2 tells about the _________ man. God said, “his _________ is in the 
law of the LORD, and on his law he ___________ day and night.” If you want a ________ 
world, it begins with you. Don’t wait on ________. Today, begin _________ the Lord and 
meditate on His Word. Learn what God desires from you and __________ it. The Lord Jesus 
said, “If you love me, you will _______ my commandments” (John 14:15).  
 

Lately we have seen lots of violence and heard lots of the word “______.” The nightly _____ 
carries many stories of assault, and rape, and murder. Violent crime has ______ dramatically in 
the last 50 years. According to the FBI, there were 288,000 violent crimes in 1960; but in 2011, 
there were over 1.2 million violent crimes reported. In December, we grieved when a young 
man in Connecticut took the _______ of 27 other people, including 20 little children, and then 
killed himself. We wonder ______ anyone can be so cruel and hard-hearted. While some 
psychologists spoke of this young man being __________ disturbed, others said that he was 
evil. Perhaps it takes crime as horrific as this for us to ___________ that there is such a thing 
as evil. Postmodern America has spent so much time ___________ itself and justifying its sins, 
it has __________ how wicked and how evil humans can be. More than anything, we need the 
teaching and the love of Jesus to _________ our hearts and to live righteously. 
 

Our reading today from God’s Holy Word is from Paul’s Second letter to Timothy 3:1-5.  
 

From the earliest days, the _______speaks of violence in this world. In Genesis 4 God had 
regard for ______ and his offering but for ______ and his offering God had no regard. Cain 
became very _______ and his face fell. Read how God warned Cain in Genesis 4:6-7. But, 
Cain let his anger ______ in spite of God’s warning. “Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And 
when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and _______ him” (verse 8). 
What Cain did was _____. He planned to kill Abel out of his __________. God said, “Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own 
_______” (Genesis 9:6). God has __________ considered taking the life of another as evil. The 
Lord’s Ten Commandments say, “You shall not ________” (Exodus 20:13). Murder is and has 
always been ________. “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for the 
___________, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in 
the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). 
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The New Testament ________ us not to follow Cain. “We should not be like Cain, who was of 
the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own  ______ 
were evil and his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). Cain first _______ evil and then put his 
deadly plan into _______. We, too, must master our thoughts and not _______ evil to 
overcome us. Read what Jesus said in Matthew 5:21-22. The Lord condemns evil in the 
______, even if we don’t act upon it. Anger, hate, and vengeance are as ______ as murder 
itself. We shouldn’t even entertain the _______ of harming or slandering another person. Read 
what Jesus said in Mark 7:21-23. Because our inner thoughts affect how we behave, we must 
be __________ to keep our hearts free from evil.  
 

According to Jesus, murder ________ when people lose respect for another person. Spitting in 
the face of another, looking with contempt upon another, or releasing one’s anger are _______ 
of a murderous spirit. Jesus forces us to __________ our thoughts and our words, that we don’t 
________ our anger and hatred to overwhelm us. Read what the Bible says in Ephesians 
4:31-32. We must learn to let go of ugly _________ and be kind to others, even if they’re not 
kind to us. Evil in the heart _______ to the most terrible sins. Even ___________ people, if 
they allow jealousy or hatred to build up in their hearts can do unspeakably cruel things to 
others. The chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees were behind the ________ of Jesus Christ. 
They chose Barabbas, the criminal, to be spared, while they cried out for Jesus to be 
___________. They didn’t ______ Pilate, however. Mark 15:10 says, “For he (that is, Pontius 
Pilate) perceived that it was out of ______ that the chief priests had delivered him up.” Why 
were they envious? First, because Jesus could perform __________; but they couldn’t. After 
Jesus ________ Lazarus from the dead, some men told the chief priests and Pharisees. Read 
what they did in John 11:47-48. The second reason came from their ______ of losing their 
livelihood at the temple. They figured it was _______ for Jesus to die than for them to lose 
their nation. Many people _______ do horrible things out of jealousy and envy. 
 

Another cause of hatred is something you might not expect; it’s the _______. People don’t 
want the truth told if it ________ their sins. Read what Jesus said in John 3:19-20. Sinful 
people want the darkness to _______  ____ their sinful ways. They hate for their sins to be 
exposed and they hate ___________who exposes them. Herod had John the Baptist arrested. 
He bound him and put him in prison __________ of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. 
For John had been saying to him, “It is not _________ for you to have her” (Matthew 14:4). 
Herod was grieved about the matter, (that is, John being put in prison) but Herodias _________ 
to have John beheaded. An evil person who has ________in his or her heart has no 
compassion. They will take vengeance into their own _______. 
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Selfish desire also ________ people to commit murder. People who are ________ for power 
and gold will do anything to eliminate their competition. The Bible says, “When Jehoram had 
ascended to the throne of his father and was established, he killed all his brothers with the 
sword, and also some of the princes of Israel” (2 Chronicles 21:4). His lust for ________ 
caused him to do horrible things; he did it even to his own family. James 3:16 says, “For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.” 
 

Sexual _______ can also lead to much evil. When David lustfully committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and got her pregnant, it _____ to many other sins. He tried to ______ it up by 
getting Bathsheba’s husband Uriah to come home to her. When nothing else worked, David 
arranged for Uriah to _____ in battle. Nathan the prophet rebuked David (2 Samuel 12:9). 
Remember, when we sin against ________, we’re sinning also against _____ Himself. If we 
______ God, we will not allow selfishness to dominate our lives. 
 

The apostle Paul listed a number of fleshly ______ in Galatians 5; and each of them arises out 
of this selfishness. When people _______ against God and must have their own way, they lose 
sight of everyone else. They grow callous and they don’t _____ who they hurt. Read what 
Paul said in Galatians 5:19-21. People who hold to fleshly sin _________ live with God 
forever. Therefore, we must be _________ to set our hearts on serving the Lord rather than 
living like the world. Read 1 John 2:15-17. Sinful desire has led many into ______. 
Selfishness leads people ______ from God, and loving God leads people ______ from 
selfishness. The _________ to evil is God’s love. Paul explains how loving God and loving 
people lead us away from evil. Read Romans 13:8-10. Just as filling your heart with anger 
and hateful things leads to sin, filling your heart with what is good and loving leads one to act 
righteously. There is a stark ____________ between the person who loves God and his 
neighbor, and the person who loves only himself. 
 

Keeping God in our hearts isn’t  _________. It’s not a ______. It is the most ____________ 
thing that we can do. It ________ our lives and the lives of everyone around us. Jude 21 
reminds us to keep ourselves in the love of God. When God is our focus, we ______ what is 
right and good; but when we push God out, every evil thing comes into our lives. Read what 
the Bible says in Romans 1:28-32. 
 

Why are we so angry and violent in America? Why has evil become so prominent?  It’s 
because we’ve ___________ our God; we no longer “see fit to acknowledge God.” We’ve 
stopped reading the _________; we have stopped going to _______; we’ve convinced 
ourselves that we are an accident of evolution rather than ________ beings with intelligent 
design. We have let sinful behavior and politically correct behavior ___________ God’s Holy 
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Word, so that what God calls sin is now morally _____________. Without ________ we’ve 
loved darkness and hated light; we have loved sin and blasphemed righteousness. We fill our 
media with every ungodly __________, every ungodly ______, and every ungodly _____. We 
________ sin and _______ righteousness, and when we choose to be godless, why should it 
surprise us that our society becomes ungodly? When we reject the ______ of God, why should 
it surprise us that we become angry, hateful, and callous? 

When we shut God out of our hearts, we let the _______ walk in. When God can’t _______ 
our schools, Satan and his followers will. When we can’t ______ the Bible or ______ in public 
any more, why should we be ___________ that sin is everywhere. We won’t let the Bible into 
our __________, but we want them in our _________. Shouldn’t that _______ us something? 
We need God in our ______ and in our ________.   
 
The solution to violence is this: the ______ of Jesus must be in our hearts and His __________ 
in our lives. When Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant, Jesus _________ the man 
and said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will 
________ by the sword” (Matthew 26:52).  
 
The Lord Jesus knew people get ________ and are _________. He taught people a ________ 
way. He said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall ______ your neighbor and ______ 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and _______ for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be ______ of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:43-45). If we’re to be 
______ God, we will love and even pray for our enemies.  
 
Jesus did more than teach this; He ___________ it. Do you remember how Jesus _________ 
when they were nailing His hands and feet to a cross? “Father, ________ them, for they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34). The ________ of God can even forgive the violent. Peter told 
the Jews at Pentecost that they were responsible for the ________ of Jesus. He said, “Let all 
the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both ______ and 
_______, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). 
 
They were cut to the heart over their _____ and they _________ what they could do to be 
forgiven. Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:38). When we _________ our hearts and we are __________, we, too, can find God’s 
forgiveness. The __________ we draw to God, the _________ our world will be. 
 


