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STUDY SHEET 
November 10, 2013 

  
“Whatever” 

Colossians 2:6-8 
 

Many say they love _____, but do they love the ________? Someone has called this the 
“whatever” generation, because people will ________ nearly anything. Is this ______? We love 
the ________, because it reveals God’s eternal, unchangeable teaching. God’s Word is _______ 
fickle. Since God’s Word doesn’t _________, we can count on His __________ to remain true. 
When God promises to forgive ______, we can be forgiven. When God promises the obedient a 
_______ in heaven, we can freely _________ to be obedient and enjoy that promise.  
 

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point has a simple but rigorous ________ code. It simply 
says, "A Cadet will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor __________ those who do." Honesty and 
integrity have always been ____________ to our nation’s military. Sometimes gullible and 
sometimes deceptive, Americans today seem all too ready to ________ whatever they like, 
whether it’s true or not. Many have lost their ability to ____________ between what is true and 
what is not, between what is right and what is wrong. Many believe “whatever” is _________ at 
the time and they are undisturbed when “whatever” is false or harmful. 
 

In a pluralistic society, where people feel pressured to believe that ____________ is okay, many 
believe that all religions are the same and they end up believing in nothing with any 
___________. Many have ceased to ________ for the truth or to ______ it. If ______ belief is 
true, then ____ belief can be counted on. If every belief is true, then nothing is _________. 
Nothing matters. People who say that _____ religions are okay are actually confused and 
deceived. People often say that we cannot say any doctrine is ________, but is this true? What 
has happened to ________ the truth and being ___________ to the Lord Jesus? 
 

Read what Paul wrote to the church in Colossae in Colossians 2:1-8.  
 

Colossae was a _______ town in the Lycus River Valley on the main route from Ephesus to the 
Euphrates. Other nearby cities were larger and more important. Colossae had ______ much of 
its importance. Romans and Greeks and transplanted Jews lived there, and the frequent visitors 
made it a place that was susceptible to every ______ idea that came along. The inspired apostle 
Paul wrote the Colossian letter to deal with a _________ doctrine arising among some members 
of the church. He wrote to ______ them of the false teaching and the deception that was in 
worldly philosophy. A smooth talking stranger can easily _______ a naïve person with false 
promises and worldly traditions that sound _______. Paul _________ them not to be fooled by 
such nonsense. They would find the _______ in listening to Jesus Christ. 
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Learning to distinguish what is true from what is false is one of the most important _________ 
of life. Some traditions are ______, while others are _______. A tradition is merely a belief or a 
practice that’s been ________ down from one generation to the next. When a belief is in error 
in one generation, it will be an error in the next; but the second generation has never heard 
anything else and so it _________ that what it heard was true. Once a deceptive tradition 
becomes accepted and is passed down from generation to generation, that idea can hardly be 
shown to be _______. So, people get convinced of a lie, and they _______ it’s the truth, and 
they remain in ________. How very _____!  How ________! 
 

Disbelief is the ____________ of a belief or a doctrine; it’s a refusal to accept it. To disbelieve 
in Jesus is to reject him as the _____ of God. This might come in the form of denying His 
__________ or refusing to believe in His _____________. It also might come in the form of 
refusing to believe the things that He __________. The Lord Jesus said, “The one who rejects 
me and does not receive my words has a judge; the _______ that I have spoken will judge him 
on the last day” (John 12:48). Many people will find themselves rejected on the last day 
_________ they failed to believe what Jesus teaches in the Word.  
 

People misbelieve when they believe something false but they _______ it’s okay, that it is 
correct. Some deceive by causing _______ to believe a lie. The Lord Jesus ___________ those 
who teach falsehoods and errors. Paul was _________ at one point when some false teachers 
were misleading the churches of Galatia. Read Paul’s strong language in Galatians 1:6-9. 
Why did Paul say teaching a false ________ leads one to be accursed? Because __________ 
what God teaches leads people to believe a lie. When people believe a lie, they ________ after 
something other than God and they ___________ themselves from God.  Satan separates people 
from God by _______ to them. The Lord Jesus said about the devil, “He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). The 
devil lied to Eve and caused her to _____ against God and to _____ spiritually and physically. 
Lies ______ lead people into sin and spiritual death. It does ________ what we believe.  
 
People today are deceived by all ______ of falsehoods and half-truths. A half-truth is when 
someone tells you a truthful ______ but leaves out _______ relevant information. For instance, 
it was ______ that Sarah was Abraham’s half-sister. Sarah was ______ Abraham’s wife. So 
when Abraham, because he was __________, told Pharaoh that Sarah was just his sister, he was 
only ______ right. Abraham’s lie caused lots of _________; half-truths are some of the most 
__________ kind of lies. There’s enough truth to fool people into ___________ them, but there 
is enough falsehood to ______ to destruction. A Christian must be very _________ to examine 
everything he hears.  
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Some false prophets in the days of Jeremiah began _____________ their prophecies. Jeremiah 
said, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Do not ________ to the words of the prophets who are 
prophesying to you. They are _________ you into futility; They speak a ________ of their own 
imagination, not from the _______ of the LORD’” (Jeremiah 23:16). False prophets in every age 
have _____ countless souls _______ from the will of God. We don’t want to be led into error 
and lose our souls; and this is why we must __________ everything carefully. Acts 17:11 says, 
“Now these (talking about the Bereans) were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, 
for they received the _______ with great eagerness, examining (or searching) the Scriptures 
daily to see whether these things were so.” We, too, should ______ every belief by God’s Word 
to see what is true and what is false. 
 

We ______ ourselves greatly when we lie to ourselves. God said, “The _______ is more 
deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? I, the LORD, ________ the 
heart, I ______ the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the 
_________ of his deeds” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). Our hearts may tell us what we _______ to hear 
rather than what is ________. If we listen to our hearts and our desires rather than to the Lord, 
we can easily do the ________ thing spiritually, morally, or practically. Solomon said, “There is 
a ______ which seems right to a man, But its ______ is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 
When people _______ for something to be right; and they want to _________ it; they want to 
_____ it; they begin to __________ in their own minds that they can do it whether it’s right or 
not. These folks set their _______ to follow this error and can hardly be persuaded to ________. 
They must find out the ______ way. The prodigal son was like that. He had to have his 
inheritance and live the way that he _________. When his father gave in, he took his money to 
a far country and he wasted it in a ________ lifestyle. He had to ______ himself before he 
would _______ how foolish and sinful he had been. We hope that you haven’t allowed your 
heart to deceive you into making foolish _________. The prodigal son lied to himself _______ 
he couldn’t believe his lies anymore. Then he came to his senses, __________, and went home. 
 

Many people are ________ to believe a lie, if they think it will _________ them. In a politically 
correct world people turn a _______ eye to the truth and they _______ on what’s convenient 
and popular. They would rather give in to a __________ lie than embarrass themselves by 
taking an unpopular position. Some people think it ________ wisdom or love to take a position 
of neutrality on every controversial issue. Others think we can never ___________ what is true, 
so every view is as good as every other. But this idea is miles away from the heart and the 
___________ of Jesus. It may appear ______ to accommodate others, but accommodating sin 
and lies shows no ______ for the will of God. God did not _______ every religion; not every 
religion teaches His will. God wants His people to love Him but also to love the ______!  
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Read what the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23. Being religious does not ___________ 
that one is righteous. Some people say they are saved by faith ________, but this passage makes 
it clear that one must in addition to believing also ____ God’s will. These people who lived 
lawless lives __________ themselves into thinking that they were still all right with God. Jesus, 
however, told them to ________. He never ______ them or had a relationship with them.  
 

It matters ______ we believe and ______ we live. People embrace the __________ of salvation 
by “faith only.” They suggest that _____ one must do to be saved is just to believe, and once 
saved one _________ be lost. But this doctrine didn’t come from _______. People who believe 
in the “faith only” doctrine always have to take it ______. They will confess, “You can’t be 
saved without _________ God (and that’s true), or without ___________ (and that’s true), or 
without __________ the Lord Jesus (and that’s true).” Faith is essential, but it takes ______ 
than simply believing to please God.  
 

People say one religion is as good as another and all religions are the same; but the Lord Jesus 
said, “I am the _____, and the _______, and the ______. No one _______ to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). Acts 4:12 says about Jesus, “there is salvation in no one else, for there 
is no other ________ under heaven given among men by which we _______ be saved.” It’s 
__________ to say that all religions are the same, but the Scriptures _______ otherwise. We 
need eternal truth that doesn’t _________ or compromise.  We ______eternal truth in the words 
of Jesus. No one but Jesus can _________ sins. No one but Jesus will ______  _______ in the 
clouds. No one but Jesus will _______ us on the last day. No one but Jesus can take us to 
_________.  
 

Read what the psalmist David wrote in  Psalm 103:15-16. Life on earth is _________; we 
won’t live here forever. When we want to do what is right, the devil will tell us, “later,” to get 
our minds off __________ things. He doesn’t want us thinking about the _______, about the 
________, about our __________, or about heaven and hell. He wants us to live for the 
_________ and to ignore our souls and the __________.  
 

Today is the only day that you have to make your soul ______ with God. Yesterday has passed, 
and tomorrow is not assured. If you love the Lord and want to be right with Him, put your 
______ in Him. Repent of sin and be ___________ in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. When you obey the Lord by repenting and being baptized, God 
________ away every sin and He ______ you to His church. There are no good ________ to 
think about it “later.” Why not attend one of the churches of Christ near you. Tell them that you 
want to obey the gospel and be right with God. Study with them. Get involved in the church, 
and serve the Lord.  Make your faith a priority. Won’t you do that today? 


