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When We Fail 
Psalm 103:8-12 

 
A lady called and said, “Phil, I’ve made the _______ mistake of my life. What am I to do? Is 
there any _______ for someone like me?” I told her there is _________ hope. The Bible 
teaches us the things that we most _______ to know. It speaks to us with _________ and 
gives us the ______ we need when we need it. Though the truth is not always _______ to 
hear, it’s always what’s _______ for us. It reminds us of the _______ of God and of the 
desire God has to save us and bless us. Even when we’ve made the biggest mistakes, God’s 
_______ gives us hope.  
 
Sometimes people think they have so messed up their lives with ______ that there’s no hope 
for them at all. Some even think they’re _________ God’s ability to forgive. God, however, 
reveals His perfect patience with us in the ________ of Jesus. He ________ all about us. In 
spite of our sins, the Lord still loves us and wants us to be ________. God can help you 
______ forgiveness.  
 
The apostle Paul said, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to ______ sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. Yet for this 
reason I found _______, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 
perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life” (1 
Timothy 1:15-16).  If Paul is the foremost sinner, you aren’t.  If God could save him as 
foremost, then God can always ______ and _________ you. There is hope! You can 
_______ to God. 
 
Our reading today comes from Psalm 103:8-12.  
 
The New Testament tells of a man whose _______ failed for a time. While circumstances 
may differ, the experience of trying but failing is common to all of us. Read Matthew 
14:22-32.  As long as Peter kept his ______ on Jesus, he did well; but when Peter became 
frightened by the wind, he began to sink. His faith in the Lord ______ him afloat. How 
______ people take their eyes off of Jesus and put them on their circumstances. They forget 
who Jesus is and how __________ He is. When Peter sank, he ______  _____ for Jesus to 
save him. We all need saving from ______. Peter showed doubt, but the Lord graciously 
_________ him anyway. He will also help you even in those times when your faith seems 
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_______. Call to Him. When you see the ________ of God, you too will say, “You are 
certainly God’s Son!”  
Read Matthew 16:21-23.   Oddly, Peter first confessed Christ, but he _________ the point 
about His suffering. Jesus _________ Peter for confessing Him as the Christ, the Son of the 
living God; but Peter missed the word “______” in Jesus’ prophecy about his upcoming 
suffering and crucifixion. Peter didn’t _________ Jesus out of spite. Peter loved the Lord 
and didn’t ________ Him to suffer and die. But the suffering and crucifixion “must” take 
place for Jesus to fulfill the ______ of God. Jesus rebuked Peter for thinking about 
_________ and his own desire to be with Jesus on earth. He didn’t fully realize that God’s 
______ for Jesus was to die upon the cross. Peter would eventually _________ all of it. 
When Peter _______ in Jesus’ way at this point, Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan!” I don’t 
know of any other time that Jesus calls someone “Satan.” But Peter had become a stumbling 
_______ to the will of God and was acting like Satan. It’s always a failure when someone 
_________ the will of God; but even with such a sin, Jesus did not completely forsake Peter.  
 
Read Matthew 17:1-5.  God chose this mountain top to reveal the glory of Jesus, a 
_________ glory than that of Moses or Elijah who are servants of God. Jesus, however, is 
the _____ of God. We are to ________ to Jesus, to ______ Him always. Many people listen 
to the ________ sources. Moses was God’s ___________; and Elijah was God’s _________. 
Each of them had a _________ to Israel in their day. God used them to do _______ things. 
Up until Peter met Jesus, Peter would have regarded Moses and Elijah as his great 
________. That’s why he wanted to show them ________. But God now _______ to us 
through His Son Jesus. Jesus isn’t just _________ lawgiver or prophet. Jesus is God’s Son, 
and God wants us to ________ to Him. If you put your preacher up on a pedestal, you’ve 
made the same _________ that Peter made. If you put a human denomination before Jesus, 
you’ve made a ________ mistake. Jesus is our ______ authority! God corrected Peter, 
expecting Peter to ________ and to become different. When we’re mistaken, we too should 
_________ our thinking. Today, people need to ______ from man-made religion and start 
listening to Jesus. Even people with the best intentions can be ________; and they need to 
listen to the Lord. 
 
Read Matthew 26:31-35 and  Matthew 26:69-75 that tell the story of another sin of 
Peter. Although Peter __________ that he would give his life for Jesus, he still ________ 
being a disciple of the Lord three times. Peter allowed his ______ to overcome his ______. 
Jesus was ________ when Peter denied him the third time. Luke 22:61 says Jesus turned and 
_________ at Peter. Then Peter went out and _______ bitterly. Have you ever committed 
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such a sin, that you wept bitterly for it?  Sin brings such guilt and regret; it makes a man hate 
what he’s ______ and even hate _________. Sin is the single greatest destroyer of _______-
___________.  
 

As for Peter, the Lord can see beyond the __________. Luke reveals the ________ of Jesus 
toward Peter (Luke 22:31-34). Jesus also knows when you and I ______. Have you ever 
thought that the Lord may be __________ for us, for you and for me? Jesus knew Peter 
would come back after his _________.  He said, “Once you have _________ again, 
strengthen your brothers.” God knows our weaknesses; but because He loves us, He is 
willing to forgive and give us the _____________ to change. Let me suggest some things 
that you can do if you fail.   
 

First, admit and _________ your failure. Don't try to ________ others or ignore your failure. 
Sin won’t _________ away on its own. God remembers. Being honest with yourself and 
with God is the first step to overcoming any ___________. John said, “If we say that we 
have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the _______ is not in us. If we ________ our 
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9). The blood of Jesus can _________ Christians from every 
sin. Let me suggest that you talk to trusted friends, Christian friends, to gain their ______ 
and _________. James 5:16 says, “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and ______ 
for one another so that you may be healed. The effective _________ of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.” God can heal our bodies, our souls, and our lives.  Pray that God will 
help you to use your failures as a __________ ground for your spiritual _________.  
 

And so second we say, _______ from your failures. Learn what you did wrong and then 
______ from it. Peter denied Christ three times before the cock crowed. His failure is 
recorded in all four of the gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The best-selling book 
of all time tells about his failure. Maybe there are times when you _______ like Peter did – 
that you've failed and you are ___________. But don't lose hope. Failure doesn’t have to be 
the _____ for the believer. Don't give up. Take your failure seriously, but not hopelessly. 
Consider what you did wrong; realize that sin offends God; and then determine never to 
_______ that behavior again. Commit yourself to _________ in the Lord’s steps and not let 
sin overcome you. God is ________ to forgive the penitent and the contrite person.  Psalm 
34:18 says, “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 
spirit.” God loves people, _______ when they sin; and He wants to help us overcome that 
sin. When we humbly and penitently _______ to Him with contrite hearts, He opens His 
heart towards us. 
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Third, turn to God for _______. God loves you. He is __________ with us in our 
weaknesses. We all need the __________ of God in our lives. Hebrews 4:16 says, 
“Therefore let us draw _______ with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to _______ in time of need.”  The Scripture promises, “No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is __________, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to _________ it” (1 Corinthians 
10:13). We need to _________ God will be with us to help us with the strength that we need 
or He is going to make a way of escape. The one thing that we must never, never 
_________, even if we have failed in the past, God is still on our side and loves us.   
 
The Lord is ready to forgive, if He knows you _________ for your sins and are _________ 
to repent.  If Jesus could forgive Peter for denying him three times, He can forgive you. 
David said, “The sacrifices of God are a broken _________; a broken and a contrite 
_________, O God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51:17) A contrite heart and godly sorrow 
will _______ a person to repent. One is not ________ obedient to the Lord merely by being 
sorry or even by wishing he hadn’t sinned. He must also __________ his ways. Peter turned 
again; David turned again; and so must we.  
 
When Peter preached the first gospel sermon on the day of Pentecost, his words pierced the 
________ of those who were listening. They felt deep _______ and wanted to know what to 
do to ______ forgiveness. Peter said, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, evan as many 
as the Lord our God shall call to Himself” (Acts 2:38-39). That’s the same __________ that 
we bring to you; if you’re not a Christian, we want you to become one today. That’s the 
message for all ________ in all ________ for all _______. It’s a message of hope and 
deliverance, of joy and salvation. You can go to _________ and live forever with the Lord if 
you will come to Him. No matter what you’ve said or done; no matter how much pain 
you’ve brought to yourself or others, there is hope for you when you believe, repent, 
confess, and are baptized. Your sins will all be washed away, and you’ll become a child of 
God and be added to the Lord’s church. Won’t you obey today?  

 


