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STUDY SHEET 
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Sin 
James 1:12-15 

 
 

Are you aware that sin is a real, spiritual ____________? What are you _______ about your 
sin? We love God and we love you; and that’s ______ we spend time in God’s Word. We 
know that the Lord’s way will _______ your life and will help you _______ spiritually. We 
know the Lord’s way will help you _______ the pitfalls of life. We want the _______ for you.  
 

The word sin in the Old Testament first meant “to ______ the mark” and later by extension to 
the idea of sin. You get the original meaning in Judges 20:16, “Out of all these people 700 
choice men were left-handed; each one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss.” The words 
“not miss” later came to apply to the __________ of God. The mark that people miss today is 
when they _______to do the revealed will of God. They either fail to do what God says should 
be done or they do what God says should never be done. In either case, they miss God’s mark 
and they _________ sin. 
 

Scripture uses a variety of terms to __________ sin: “evil,” “abomination,” “iniquity,” 
“transgression,” “lawlessness,” “ungodliness,” “error,” or “wicked.” Each of these sets aside 
the ways of God so that one can do as he _________. Sin is like a ______ that has an attractive 
power but ends up destroying the person who falls for it. In Genesis 4:7 God warned Cain not 
to let his past _________ overcome him.  He said, “If you do well, will not your countenance 
(your face) be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire 
is for you, but you must master it.” Cain fell to ______________ and killed his brother, Abel. 
 

Our reading today comes from the letter of James 1:12-15.  
 

While everyone has an inner notion of what sin is, we are focusing on how ______ sees sin and 
how the ________ defines sin. We realize that about one in eight people say that there’s no 
such thing as sin and about one in three think that sin is an obsolete word. But we feel it 
necessary to _____ God what He thinks rather than ________ to the fickle whims of society. 
 

What is sin? First John 3:4 says, “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and 
sin is lawlessness.” Another version said that, “sin is the transgression of the law.” Sin ignores 
or violates the law of God, and in doing so it shows utter ______________ for God Himself. It 
says to God that He is so insignificant that his laws and commandments do not ________. 
When we do what God says not to do, we really challenge His ___________ in our lives. He 
created us; He gave us _______; and He provides for our _______. When we sin against Him, 
we show that we are ______________ for what He has done for us. Sometimes we sin by 
_________to do what God requires of us. James 4:17 says, “So whoever ________ the right 
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thing to do and _______ to do it, for him it is sin.” When we fail to keep the commandments of 
the Lord our God, we’re ________ God is not important in our lives. By failing to do what is 
right, we are actually showing _________ for God. First John 5:17 simply says, “All 
unrighteousness is sin.” When we fail to do what is right or do what God says is wrong, we are 
not ________ righteously; we are sinning. 
 

Someone asks, “Is sin really that _____ a problem?”  People commonly tend to ___________ 
their sin. We try to _______ our sin by labeling it as a mistake, an inappropriate act, or a 
misjudgment. Some who cannot use the word “______” will use the word “_____” to describe 
wickedness. When you are the person ______ by someone else’s sin against you, you don’t see 
sin the way that he does. He may feel indifferent or he may be genuinely _______, but you’re 
the one hurt by his sin. You understand the ______ of sin. Every sin is an ________ to God; 
sin violates God’s commandments and breaks God’s heart. God takes our sin personally. 
 

When Potiphar’s wife tried to get the servant Joseph to commit __________ with her, Joseph 
said, “How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against ______?” (Genesis 39:9). The 
Lord was with Joseph, and Joseph knew that he had no _______ to have her. Joseph’s _______ 
was with violating God’s commands; he simply would not offend God!  We hear people say 
that we ought to be able to love anyone that we want, but love doesn’t ________ a wicked 
relationship or sinning against God. Love doesn’t make _______ out of _______. We must not 
________ love with sexual desire. God has put ______________ on whom we can have sexual 
relations with, whether we love them or not. Love does not make adultery or incest _______. 
Loving children doesn’t make it ________ to marry a young child. When we cross God’s 
boundaries, we cross God.  
 

All sin is evil; it’s _________; and unjust. It offends God, __________ the one who commits 
it, and it hurts other people. Read what the Lord Jesus said in Mark 7:21-23. We must be 
__________ not to let our hearts deceive us by thinking that whatever our hearts desire is okay. 
Our hearts can ______ us into sin if we’re not careful. Read what the Bible tells us about 
fleshly desires in Galatians 5:19-21. You can’t please the flesh by committing these sins and 
_______ to live with God in the kingdom of heaven.  
 

Someone says, “Surely, God won’t __________ me.” Are you sure?  Read what the Bible 
says in 2 Peter 2:4-9. God has a track record of punishing those who sin; and we must take 
this __________ seriously. People, on one hand, ______ the reality of sin because they’re 
secular and have pushed God out of their lives. On the other hand, they have a moral 
conscience that _________ them that certain things are wrong.  A research professor in 
sociology at Trinity University in Connecticut said, “Secular people ______ believe there's sin, 
judgment and punishment. It's just a different ______ of sinners than religious traditions teach. 
What is unacceptable has __________. Racism and sexual harassment, which were ____ sins 
in the past, are ____. Adultery and addiction are just ____ and ____ behavior. And commercial 
sex is a no, but breaking the ______ of marriage is not.” He said there are ____ universal rules. 
“If people are held guilty, the punishment will be in _____ world, not the _____. Secular 
people (according to him) don't burn in _____; they burn in the ______ of public opinion.” 
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But God doesn’t play by secular ______; He’s not subject to our secular _________. He 
created this world; He keeps this world running; and will one day _______ this world by His 
rules. God is not a _________ who must come running to us for acceptance. He stands above 
us, and we need to ________ and ______ Him. God isn’t our servant; we’re God’s ________. 
We can’t ______ rules for God; we must ______ by His rules. 
 

When we sin, we can’t _______ that it won’t affect us. Sin leaves its ______ on our lives. 
First, we must realize that sin will ________ us. Read Hebrews 3:12-13. Sin will promise you 
__________, but will end up hurting you and hardening your heart. The deception of sin leads to 
a second thing. Sin __________. The Lord Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you that, everyone 
who _________ sin is the _______of sin” (John 8:34). Romans 6:16 says, “Do you not know that 
when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for ___________, that you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?” 
When a person _______ himself to pleasure, desires begin to take over and will _______ people 
to do things that they would never have thought they would do. 
 

Third, sin will _________ your heart. When people _________ God, according to Ephesians 
4:19, they “become callous” and they give “themselves over to sensuality for the ___________ of 
every kind of impurity with greediness.”  When people give themselves to sin, they end up having 
no ________. They don’t _______ what they do or how they hurt others. Our culture has 
__________ so much, permitting sin and encouraging sin, that we have _________ desensitized 
to sin. People use the foulest of language; television glamorizes the worst of behaviors; and we 
lose respect for ______ and _______. 
 
Fourth, sin will bring __________ death. James 1:15 says, “Then when lust has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.” Spiritual death means 
we no longer have the __________ of God. Read Ephesians 2:1-3.  Sin and spiritual death are 
________! The wrath of God is not something to ________.  Are you in sin? 
 
Fifth, sin will ___________ you from God. Isaiah 59:1-2 says, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so 
short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made 
a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He 
does not hear.” When we fall out of favor with God, He ceases to hear our ________ or to give us 
His __________. We can lose our friends on ________ and still go to heaven, but we can’t lose 
our friendship with God and have a _______ in heaven. We can afford to lose everything that we 
have except our _______. What are you doing about your sins?  
 
People tend to _________ themselves about sin!  Many see the sins of ________ but they don’t 
consider their _____ sins. No one likes to recognize himself as a sinner or suppose that he 
could be _____. Many people think they can live just any way they ______ and not face the 
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consequences. Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man _______, this will he also _______. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” We 
can’t _______ God by living a sinful life and expect God to bless you and ignore your sin.  
 
Read what 1 John 1:6-10 says. The consequences of sin are heartbreaking, but thanks be to God 
that we have forgiveness through the ______ of Jesus His Son and can be cleansed of all our sins. 
 
We’ve talked about sin today because it’s __________. Your ______ is at stake. Because God 
loves you; and because we love you, we must ________ about sin’s challenge to your soul. 
Thankfully, God has the __________ to sin in Christ, and we have _______! Put your hope in 
_______!   
 
What are ______ going to do with your sin? Will you get _______ that somebody pointed out 
that you’ve sinned? Or, will you ________ your old sins and just kind of hope they will be 
forgotten? Will you ______ that you’ve done anything wrong? The best thing, the only thing, 
you can do about your sins is to ________ of them and to _________ to the grace of Christ. 
God’s grace is powerful and wonderful, but it works _______ your repentance, not in ______ 
of it. Again, I ask you, “What are you going to do with your sin?” I hope you’ll think seriously 
about this.  
 
God’s forgiveness is ______ because of the ________ that Jesus paid for us. Isaiah 53:5-6 
says, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. All of 
us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.” He personally ______ our sins in His body on the cross. 
 
If the story of His amazing love ________ your heart, _________ by showing your love for 
Him. Put your trust in Him by _________ that He is the Christ, the Son of God, and be willing 
to _________ your faith publicly. Because you love God, ______  _______ from the sin that 
offends and grieves Him. Repentance is not merely a turning away; it’s also a turning to God to 
_______ and _______ Him. Because you believe and love God, be ___________ into Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. God’s grace is abundant; He can forgive ______ your sins. 
Acts 22:16 says, “Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.” Don’t delay! Become a Christian today! 


