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“Do Not Go Beyond” 

Ephesians 5:15-17 
 

Whether we walk in light or in darkness will determine our _________ destiny. Today we’re 
going to consider the importance of _________ on the strait and narrow path. We want to 
_________ on the path that He shows us and never turn aside from it. We know there’s a 
difference between the _________ way that leads to destruction and the _________ way that 
leads to life. So we study God’s Holy Word that we might _________ on the strait and narrow 
path to life. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a _______ to my feet And a _______ to my 
path.” If we pay attention to His ________, God will show us the way. He’ll keep our feet from 
straying into wicked _______. We want to ________ God and walk according to the truth.  
 

Read Proverbs 3:5-8.   We trust God by listening closely and carefully and follow what He 
________.  (In this study even short quotations can be read in the transcripts and are not quoted here). 
 

The Bible describes transgression as ________. Transgression is overstepping the bounds, 
crossing the line, going beyond the ______ of God into disobedience and error.  Read what the 
Lord Jesus asked the Pharisees in Matthew 15:3. Their tradition led them to go _________ 
God’s Word and the prescribed limits. People usually cross the line when they want something 
or believe that it will _________ them. Sadly, they end up crossing the line and _________ 
themselves. We want to _______ the Lord and stay with His Word. 
 

Our reading today comes from Ephesians 5:15-17.  
 

How we treat God’s commandments ________ what we think about God and whether we are 
devoted to Him. God has always expected His people to ________ to Him and to _______ Him 
carefully, doing what He says the ______ that He wants it done. Read what Moses said in 
Deuteronomy 5:32. He repeated this warning in Deuteronomy 12:32. How we _________ to 
the instructions of God matters! God doesn’t want anyone editing or changing His instructions 
to ______ themselves.   
 

Sometimes people stray from God’s Word and say, “Well, I don’t see anything ________ with 
it”; but the measure of right and wrong isn’t what we _______ or ______. Wanting to do 
something or enjoying something doesn’t make it ________. God has spoken, and we cannot 
________ what God says. Read Psalm 119:89.  When the devil tempted the Lord Jesus, Jesus 
answered with the phrase, “It is __________.” Even the Lord Jesus understood the 
unchangeable __________ of the written word of God. It’s not to be edited, set aside, or 
forgotten; it stands settled and will _________ us. We don’t ______ God what we want to do 
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or what we will do; God _______ us. We don’t determine _______ and ________; God does. 
Read what Moses said, at God’s command in Deuteronomy 12:28. It’s not what is right in 
_____ eyes, but what is right in ______ eyes that matters.  
 

Read what God told Joshua, in Joshua 1:7. God blesses those who love Him enough to 
________ in His way. Read what Joshua told Israel in Joshua 23:6-8. Joshua did not want 
the people to become ___________ to false religions and practices around them and think they 
must be like everyone else. They were to _______ to God. 
 

Bible history reveals how Israel often _________ God and became attracted to the pagan 
nations surrounding them. The Lord sent prophet after prophet with the _________ to repent 
and to stay close to God, but the people followed their own ways rather than the way of the 
Lord. Read Jeremiah 6:16. They stopped listening to God but rebelled against Him; and God 
___________ them for their disobedience by allowing them to go into captivity.  
 

If God requires an action, it’s ___________ to do what God requires. If God forbids any 
action, then we can ________ do what God forbids. But what happens when God has not 
__________ on a matter? Some say if God is silent, then we’re ______ to believe and practice 
as we wish; they believe that God’s silence is permissive. Others argue that we ought to have 
Scriptural ___________ for all we believe and practice; we have no right to go beyond what is 
written. For them, silence is prohibitive. We hold that this second view is the __________ one. 
The silence of God is prohibitive, because God has _________ revealed all things that pertain 
to life and godliness in His Word. If He had wanted us to believe certain things or to practice a 
certain way, He would have _________ this to us. In dealing with silence we must be _______ 
neither to act beyond what the Scriptures teach nor to make laws where God hasn’t made them.  
 

The Scriptures throughout the Old and New Testaments teach emphatically that men should 
__________ God’s teachings carefully, lovingly, completely, and accurately. In fact, the book 
of Deuteronomy says 27 times that we must be careful in our ___________ to God’s laws. It 
says 12 times that ________ the Lord involves __________ His commandments. It says 31 
times that we ______ keep all His commandments. The writings of Moses also emphasize 
_________ the Lord’s commandments “just as the Lord commanded” them; and it says this an 
incredible 69 times from Exodus to Deuteronomy. God expects His people to “walk in His 
ways,” and He regarded it as ________ when people “turned from His way.” Fifteen times 
Deuteronomy emphasizes the need to “______” God by respecting His commandments; and 43 
times Moses, by inspiration, emphasizes the need to ______ “according to” the commandment 
or the instruction of the Lord. It’s clear God did not want His people to _______ from His 
instructions, but to walk in His ways. 
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Keeping God’s commandments lovingly, carefully, and accurately was not merely something 
for the _______. A close study of the life of our Lord Jesus ________ that He took seriously 
the need to obey His Father’s instructions correctly. Read what the Lord Jesus said in John 
14:31. Read what Paul urged Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15. We must take God’s Word seriously 
and not _______ from it.  
 

If silence were permissive, then men could easily __________ corrupt ideas and practices in 
the church. We would enter a slippery slope leading to ________ destruction. But if men 
maintain what has been taught in the Scripture and carefully observe everything that Jesus 
commanded, they will ________ in His Word as ______ disciples. Read what the Lord Jesus 
said in John 8:31-32. Jesus distinguishes His true disciples from others by whether they ______ 
within the bounds of His word.   
 

Presumption makes over-confident assumptions about one’s _____ importance or rights. In 
matters of faith presumption steps over the line and arrogantly _________ the right to believe 
or practice something that is unacceptable to God. Eve presumptuously wanted to be _____ 
God and so she ate the forbidden fruit and sin entered into the world.  The ancient world 
presumptuously decided to build a tower at Babel; they wanted to make a ______ for 
themselves and they were challenging God. Read how Pharaoh was presumptuous in what he 
said to Moses in Exodus 5:2. And, oh, what a problem he faced!   
 

Nadab and Abihu were presumptuous when they offered strange or unauthorized fire, which 
the Lord had not __________. In Leviticus 10:1-3 God punished them immediately and He 
explained why he did that. When people step over the line, they cease to treat God as ______ 
or to ________ Him. In 2 Kings 16, King Ahaz presumptuously brought a replica of a pagan 
______ that he had seen into the Lord’s _________. He ________ God’s altar over to the side 
and he made the people use his replica of this pagan altar. He ________ his own altar. When 
Hezekiah __________ and __________ the temple and all of its worship, He got rid of 
everything that Ahaz presumptuously added. We too must get rid of things that do not ______  
______ God. We must not be presumptuous. 
 

Our task is to do what is good and right in God’s ______. God has never __________ 
presumptuous behavior. Read what Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 18:20. Read what David 
prayed in Psalm 19:13. 
 

Both Jesus and the Holy Spirit _________ within the bounds of what the Father told them to 
speak and to do.  Read what the Lord Jesus said in John 12:48-50. Jesus was very careful to speak 
______ that which the Father told Him to speak. He realized that even as the Son of God, He had 
barriers; and He wasn’t presumptuous.  He also delivered to us that ___________ with great 
accuracy and fidelity.  I am thankful that Jesus took such great ______ to tell me precisely all the 
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will of the Father and only the will of the Father, for I shall one day be ________ by that 
message. 
 

In the same way, the Holy Spirit never ________ to speak on His own initiative. Read how Jesus 
describes the work of the Spirit in John 16:12-13.  If Jesus and the Holy Spirit were ___________ 
to speak or act on their own initiative, then what right have we to speak or act on ours?  
 

Why does all this matter? God has _________ to us in His Word, the Bible.  He promised in 
John 14:26 and in John 16:13 to reveal all the ________ to the apostles. Since _____ the truth 
was revealed to the apostles, God didn’t need to say more. The silence of the Scripture is not 
merely a gap, as if God had forgotten something. The silence of the Scripture is an intentional 
hush ______ God had revealed _____ the truth. For us to add more information or to pursue 
additional practices says to God that His __________ was not sufficient for us. Instead of 
adding to His words, we ______ to be listening and following Him as closely and carefully as 
we can. By doing this we _______ Him our love and respect.  Won’t you do that?   
 

What will we do if we _______ that we’ve crossed the line by believing or practicing 
something that doesn’t come from God’s Word?  When Jesus corrected the Pharisees in 
Matthew 15, they became ___________. They had been following their __________ traditions 
all their lives; and it would be hard for them to give it up, but those traditions were _________. 
There’s a better way. Instead of getting offended when you learn something is wrong, 
________. Stop the ________, and start doing what’s ________. Human tradition is still 
human tradition, even if it’s been practiced for generations. 
 

Many groups that call themselves Christians today _________ and _________ things the Lord 
never commanded and things the church in the New Testament never believed or practiced. 
They’ve gone _________ the Scriptures to develop their own traditions and ways. When they 
do that, they’re actually ________  _______ from God. To please God, they need to ________ 
the human and come back to abide in the words of the Lord Jesus found in the New Testament. 
True Christianity focuses on _________, not on pleasing people or conforming to the world. 
 

Have you become a Christian according to the ___________ of the Scriptures? The question 
isn’t what we ________ or _______, but what does God say? To become a Christian according 
to the New Testament, one must __________ Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. He must out 
of love _________ of his sins, _________ Christ, and be __________ in water for the 
forgiveness of his sins. Ananias told Saul of Tarsus, “Now why do you delay? Get up and be 
baptized, and _______  _______ your sins, calling on His name” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is how 
we are cleansed of sin. Romans 6:3 says, “Or do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?”  Baptism in water takes us to the 
________ of Christ and that is what atones for our sins. 


