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STUDY SHEET 
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The Bible Alone 
2 John 9-11 

 

Is the Bible enough or do we need _______ than the Scriptures? Today we’re going to see why 
the Bible contains _____ we need to know in order to live eternally with God. The Lord Jesus 
said, “the words that I have spoken to you are ________ and are ______” (John 6:63). When 
some disciples, who didn’t ______ what the Lord Jesus taught, withdrew and stopped 
following Jesus, Jesus asked of His apostles, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 
And Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of ________  
______. And, we have ___________ and we have come to know that You are the Holy One of 
God” (John 6:68-69). Only the Lord Jesus has the _______ to eternal life, and we must go to 
His words. That’s why we turn to the ________. We know it’s God’s Holy Word.  
 

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 23:34 that He was sending prophets and wise men and scribes 
to teach His ___________. He not only intends for people to _______ what He said but also 
for His words to be ___________ down for all time. By putting His words into writing, the 
Lord could ensure that all ________ everywhere for all time could know exactly what He said. 
Read what Luke, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said in Luke 1:3-4. God gave His inspired 
written word for _____ ages, so that we might know Him in _____ age. The written word does 
what the spoken word could not do; the written word ______  _________. All we truly know 
about Jesus Christ, we know from the _________ word. 
 

Our reading today comes from John’s second letter, verses 9 to 11.  
 

Throughout Scripture, the Lord God ________ man to listen to His words and not try to change 
them in any way. Devotion to God means _________ carefully to what God says and 
__________ His commands.  Moses spoke of not adding to or taking away from God’s Word 
(Deuteronomy 4:2 and Deuteronomy 12:32). God has spoken what He _________ to say, and 
men must not feel the need to _________ it in any way (Proverbs 30:5-6).  When men assume 
that they can _________ on God’s teaching, they cease to be followers of God and they 
become presumptuous. God has ________ approved of humanly designed religion. 
 

In the New Testament the Lord Jesus promised the apostles the Holy Spirit would ________ 
them into all _______ (John 14:26). The Father gave them the Holy Spirit to _______ them all 
things and to assure them they would ___________ what the Lord taught. Read what the 
Lord promised the apostles in John 16:12-13. The Lord said the apostles would not ______ 
anything God wanted them to _______ about the faith and salvation. 
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Jude, the brother of Jesus, testified that this faith was _________ delivered in the first century 
(Jude 3). The Lord delivered the faith _______ for _____ time to the apostles and saints of the 
first century. Jude makes it clear that rather than look to other things, Christians were to 
__________ for what they had _________ received. Peter, too, understood that all truth had 
already been ___________ (2 Peter 1:2-3). God had already granted ___________ that pertains 
to life and godliness and they had access to it. If “everything” means everything, then nothing 
is __________. Nothing more needs to be _________.  
 

Paul also said the Scriptures were sufficient to train us for _______ good work (2 Timothy 
3:16-17).  God has given us everything that we need to _______ us, to keep us straight, to 
__________ us, and to _______ us for every good work. We don’t ______ any truth necessary 
for serving God. God has given us _____ we need.  
 

Because of this, people must be __________ to stay within the teaching of Scripture. The 
apostle John sternly ________ people about tampering with God’s Word. Read what John 
said about the book of Revelation in Revelation 22:18-19. While this passage speaks 
specifically about the book of Revelation, isn’t this principle ______ about everything God 
says? No one has a right to ______, __________, or _________ anything God has written in 
Scripture. To do so would ________ about condemnation.  
 

Sadly some today are attacking the Bible’s sufficiency, saying that we need something ______ 
than what the Bible offers. They suggest that there are other _________ of inspired authority 
outside the written word of God.    
 

First, some think unwritten _____________ should be added to the Bible. Some say there is a 
________ of unwritten truth they claim was revealed to the apostles but no one knows about, 
and they didn’t know about until the second or third century. Some have used 2 Thessalonians 
2:15 to ______ the door to much hearsay evidence that what they practice came from the 
apostles, in spite of the fact that their practices or doctrines cannot be _______ in Scripture. 
 

Let’s look at some ___________ of this unwritten tradition that has entered into the doctrines 
and practices of various churches. One can _______ through the entire New Testament and 
never find any command or example of infants being baptized, or of sprinkling for baptism, of 
purgatory, of a special class of priests, of using instruments of music in worship, of the worship 
of Mary, of the papacy or even of archbishops and cardinals, of a sacrifice of Mass, of Lent, of 
holy water, or of Christmas and Easter as religious holidays. These traditions arose ______ 
after the New Testament. 
 

The Lord Jesus had to deal with the oral traditions of the Jews, who actually held their 
traditions to be more ___________ than the Scriptures themselves.  Read what Jesus told 
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some Pharisees in Matthew 15:6-9. Because the Pharisees listened to the traditions of men, 
they worshiped God in _______. Before God would __________them, they would have to 
abandon their human traditions.  God doesn’t accept _________ traditions; so the Lord said, 
“Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted” (Matthew 15:13). 
Only ______ tradition matters, and that tradition was __________ in the New Testament. 
 

Second, some __________ the Old Testament has an Apocrypha and that Apocrypha is 
inspired. If you _______ Bibles that are used by Roman Catholics or Orthodox faiths, you’ll 
_______ several additional books beyond the 66 books that we find in most versions today.  
The ______ and the _________ of the New Testament quoted from, or alluded to, the writings 
and events of the Old Testament repeatedly. In fact, the New Testament makes about 1,000 
quotations or allusions to thirty-five of the thirty-nine Old Testament books; but the Lord and 
the writers of the New Testament do not even ______ quote from the Apocrypha.  The Lord 
Jesus described the Old Testament in Luke 24:44. These three divisions would ________ the 
39 books of our Old Testament, but would not include ______ book of the Apocrypha. Biblical 
scholar F. F. Bruce contended that there “is ____ evidence that these (the books of the 
Apocrypha) books were ever regarded as canonical (that is, inspired) by any Jews, whether 
inside or outside Palestine, whether they read the Bible in Hebrew or in Greek.” In fact, Jews 
like Philo of Alexandria, who lived from 20 BC to 50 AD, never even mentioned these 
documents; and Josephus, the historian who lived from 37 to 95 AD, said there were only 
twenty-two books in the Hebrew Bible. These twenty-two books are the same as our 39 today. 
This would surely have to _________ the Apocrypha. Early church leaders like Tertullian, and 
Origen, and Jerome specifically _________ these books as non-inspired. The apocryphal 
books, unlike the canonical books of the Old Testament, make no direct ________ of being 
inspired of God. Not ______ is there a, “thus says the Lord,” or language like that; or “the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying.”  In fact, some of these documents actually 
__________ that they are written by men and they are not inspired, such as that found in the 
prologue of the book of Ecclesiasticus. Unlike Scripture, the Apocrypha contains many 
historical, chronological, and geographical ________. It’s clearly ______ Scripture! 
 

Third, some think they are receiving modern-day revelations __________ from God. Some 
evangelists these days claim God has directly __________ to them. They seem to have ignored 
what the Lord ___________ the apostles in John 16:13.  If the Holy Spirit guided the apostles 
into _____ the truth, then _____ truths are being revealed today. When people ______ they 
have new and additional prophecy being revealed for the first time today, they are actually 
claiming that Jesus _________ to keep His promise to the apostles. In the last few centuries, 
many have claimed to be prophets of God and have established their ______ religious groups 
and cults. These groups usually distinguish themselves by their attachment to their _________ 
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and by his peculiar teachings that go beyond the things written in the Scriptures. Like the 
antichrists of old, they feel the ______ to go beyond the teaching. They feel they must 
__________ on what’s found in the Scriptures by inventing some new belief. The antichrists of 
old __________ the people by teaching that Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh.  
 

 Remember  today’s text, 2 John, 9-11. Just like people who ___________ this specific 
teaching, some today go too far and fail to _________ in the teaching about many other matters 
that are found in Scripture. When they go beyond what the Scripture says, they go too far and 
they actually _______ their relationship with God. To support such people is to ____________ 
in their evil deeds. It matters what we believe. Teaching a false doctrine is an evil deed because 
it involves a lie.  If someone tells you a lie and you lose your ______ because you believe that 
lie – I’m telling you that’s very, very evil.  
 

Fourth, some feel ______ to speak or to act in the silence of Scripture. They argue that if God 
has not forbidden some doctrine or practice, they have the __________ to embrace it. 
However, the Lord urges us to abide in His words; and this means doing ______ what He has 
instructed. We’ll talk more about this next week.  
 

Why do we hold to the Bible ________ as our rule of faith and practice? We do so because we 
don’t want to lose ______ by going too far, by adding to the gospel, or by taking away from it.  
We must abide in the _________ of Christ. We don’t _______ to be misled or to mislead 
anybody.  Why?  Because we love you and the truth, and we want you to be ________. 
Because we love you we take so very seriously our task of __________ the Bible and the Bible 
alone.  Our task is to go back to the Bible to _____ “all the truth” that was once for all time 
delivered to the saints. To be _____ disciples, we must abide in the words of the Lord Jesus. 
Read what the Lord Himself said in John 8:31-32. Jesus _________those who abide in His 
word as true disciples. We must __________ every doctrine or practice of human origin and 
___________ with what we know is found in the Word, the New Testament. 
 

Revelation 20:12 reveals the great white throne scene, when we will be ________ by the 
written words of Jesus found in the New Testament. We won’t be judged by human traditions, 
or the edicts of councils, or by church authorities, or by what some modern-day prophet says. 
We’ll be judged by the __________ word of God. Since that’s true, we need to _______ God’s 
Word and to be ___________ for that great day. The gospel is God’s _______ for salvation to 
those who believe. If you believe and love the Lord, ______ from your sins and decide to 
_________ Him from this day forward. Confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, and be 
__________ in water for the forgiveness of your sins, just as the Bible teaches in Acts 2:38.   

 
 


