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STUDY SHEET 
July 14, 2013 

 
 
 

Holiness 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

 

People don’t use the word “______” very often these days. What is holiness? Today we’re 
exploring God’s holiness and how He ______ for us to be holy. The Bible is sacred and holy, 
________ any other book in the world. Because God is holy, we can count on His _________ 
to be utterly trustworthy and right. God’s Word reflects God’s __________. A holy God has 
_______ to us a holy book, the Bible. Aren’t you thankful for this marvelous _____? God 
Himself is utterly holy and cannot approve of _____. The Lord calls His people to be holy, to 
be _________ from other people. In the Old Testament, God commanded Israel to _________ 
from other nations and from everything that compromised their commitment to the Lord. In 
the New Testament, God calls Christians to separate themselves from the things that are 
_________ and _______.  Throughout the ________, God distinguishes what is holy from 
what is profane, what is clean from what is unclean, what is sacred from what is common. 
Living holy lives puts Christians ___  _____ with a sinful world. Unfortunately, many 
nominal Christians have __________ their calling and live like everyone else. You can hardly 
______ any difference between their lives and the lives of people who don’t follow God at all. 
When Christians think, talk, and act like non-Christians, they demonstrate that they aren’t 
_________ about their faith or that their faith doesn’t _________much of them. If Christians 
live worldly lives, how can they ask others to _________ of their sins or live by a higher 
________ standard? God expects His people to live by the Biblical __________, not by the 
religious standards of our _________.  Cultural religion is _____ Biblical Christianity.  
Cultural religion says if it’s legal, it is morally okay; but _____ isn’t ruled by changing 
cultures. He is forever God, the _______ in every land and culture. 
 

Our reading today comes from 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  
 

The word “sanctify” means to ____  ______ for a holy purpose. When God makes someone or 
something holy, He dedicates or consecrates it for _____   ____. For instance, Moses turned 
aside to _____ a burning bush in the wilderness (Exodus 3:4-5). God made that particular spot 
holy, _______ all the common ground surrounding it. In the Old Testament God regarded the 
tabernacle, and then later the temple, and everything in them as ______. The outer room of the 
tabernacle was ________ the Holy place, and the inner room was the Most Holy place or the 
Holy of Holies. God consecrated Aaron and his sons to be _______ and regarded their 
ministry as holy. Priests had to _______ themselves and _______ appropriately before they 
could enter the tabernacle to serve God. Israelites had to be sure they were morally and 
ritually clean before __________ the tabernacle or the temple.  
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When we worship God, we should ___________ that we are approaching a holy God. God is 
love, but He is _____ utterly holy. We should not presume upon His _______ if we treat Him 
as anything less than a holy God.  Read how Isaiah tells of his experience in Isaiah 6:1-7. 
Isaiah saw the ______ and _________ of God. We too should _______ how holy and majestic 
our God is. He is “Holy, Holy, Holy.” I fear our society has __________ the utter holiness of 
God. Many think God is like a common man and ought to be _______ that we worship Him at 
all. They never consider whether they are following God’s ________________ or showing the 
proper respect to Him. They don’t even realize that it’s a __________ just to enter into His 
presence. Psalm 5:4 says, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No 
_____ dwells with You.” We must respect God and approach Him with __________ 
(Hebrews 12: 28-29). Why would the Bible say that?  Read the Old Testament story of two 
priests who dishonored God by presumptuously offering up incense on their own initiative and 
without the commandment of God in Leviticus 10:1-3.  
 
When we worship, we must first realize that acting on our own initiative rather than _______ 
God’s commandment fails to show honor to God and does not treat Him as holy. Treating God 
as holy means listening and following God’s _____________, doing it carefully and lovingly; 
it means taking Him seriously. Jesus once asked, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and ___  
____  ___ what I say?” (Luke 6:46). We Christians must not presume that we can offer 
unauthorized worship to God, that is ways of worship never _______ in the New Testament.  
This is why in churches of Christ we don’t use _____________ of music but simply sing.  
 
Second, we must realize that God has never _________ the worship of wicked people who 
continue in their sins. Read what God said through the prophet in Isaiah 1:15-17. When 
people appear before God in worship, they must come _________, forsaking their sins and 
seeking forgiveness. We all sin and we all ______ the forgiveness of God. God is ready and 
willing to forgive those who come to Him __________ forgiveness. Psalm 34:18 says, “The 
LORD is ______ to the brokenhearted And ______ those who are crushed in spirit.” Again 
Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken _______; A broken and a contrite 
_______, O God, You will not despise.”  Kneeling in the shadow of the cross, remembering 
the great love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ ought to break our hearts and lead us to ________.  
 
When we become Christians, God ________ away our sins and sanctifies us. Hebrews 10:29 
reminds us that we’ve been sanctified or made holy by the ________ of the covenant. 
Revelation 1:5-6 says Jesus Christ “loves us and ________ us from our sins by His blood – 
and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father and to Him be glory and 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” The Bible calls every Christian a ________. 



   

3 
 

The Bible says to Christians, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of ____________ and into His marvelous ________ for you were once not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10). The words “chosen,” “priesthood,” “holy,” and “God’s own 
possession” _____  ____ at us from these verses.  God has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light and to be the __________ of His beloved Son. We are God’s ________, 
living in His mercy and grace.  
 

How we ______ the grace of God matters. Second Timothy 2:19-22 says, “Nevertheless, the 
firm foundation of God stands, having this seal that, ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ 
and, ‘Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to ________ from wickedness.’ Now in a 
large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of 
earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself 
from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, _______ to the Master, _________ 
for every good work. Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” If we wish to honor God for how 
He has blessed us, we need to keep our hearts and our lives _____ and _____ from sin. 
 

This change in our relationship with God affects how the world ______ us. The Lord Jesus 
said, “If you were of the world, the world would love its _____; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world ______ you” (John 15:19). 
Many Christians don’t realize they aren’t of this world any longer; they _____ Jesus ‘Lord’ 
but sadly they _____ lives that are worldly. You can’t distinguish their ways from the ways of 
people who don’t ______ Jesus. The world ______ a Christian who wants to live a holy life; 
but the world ______ a worldly and compromising Christian. Though such people were once 
sanctified by the blood of Jesus, they didn’t take the grace of God seriously enough to 
________ their lives and _______ a moral stand for their faith. 
 

If we’ve been ________ by the grace of God, we ought to live as people of God. If we are a 
holy nation, let’s _____ holy lives. If we are a royal priesthood, let’s remember that God 
_______ us to respect and to honor Him. Paul encouraged the church at Corinth, “Therefore, 
having these promises, beloved, let us ________ ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the ______ of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1). Let’s keep our minds, 
our hearts, our language, and our lives ______. Let’s keep our _____ and our _____ from evil, 
and our _______ from sin, and our ________ from iniquity. Let’s ______ doing wrong and 
_____ growing in holiness. If we respect or fear God, let’s ______ it by our lives.  
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Some religions teach that a person can do whatever he wishes but can never ______ his 
salvation. You can’t keep on ________ willfully against a holy God and expect Him to keep 
on _____________ you. Read what Hebrews 10:26-31 says. There comes a _______ when 
God will no longer apply the blood of Jesus to cleanse you from sin. The Bible says “There no 
longer ________ a sacrifice for sins.” God will not put up with people who ________ Him 
and willfully _________ to sin. We have free will, yes; but freedom _______ that there are 
consequences to our choices. You can’t continue living a sinful life and still _______ God.  
Why does all this matter? Because holiness matters! Remember what God says in today’s 
reading in 2 Corinthians 6:17-18. If you ______ God and you want to _______ Him, then stay 
away from sin. It’s a ____________ to be a child of God! Let’s honor and glorify our Father 
in Heaven by _______ holy lives. The unclean will ______ you and it will _______ you. Sin 
will deceive you and harden your _______. The best way to ________ your soul and the soul 
of your loved ones is to keep close to God.   
 
Some Christians live with this thought in mind: “How ______ of the world and the ways of 
the world can we participate in and ______ get to heaven?” Those who think such things 
aren’t really setting their _______ on becoming holy and following God. They may even place 
the approval of _____ in front of the approval of _____. Authentic Christians ask, “How close 
to Jesus can we _________; how much can we be _____ Him in our thoughts, and words, and 
deeds?” Which of these two ways describes you? Are you an authentic Christian? 
 
First Corinthians 6:19-20 asks, “Or do you not know that your body is a ________ of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have 
been ________ with a price: and therefore _______ God in your body.” The Lord Jesus 
purchased you, not with silver or gold but with His blood to _________ you from the world 
and its ways. You’re not your _____. You _______ to the Lord Jesus, so glorify God with 
righteous thoughts and lives. Be ______ to your faith! 
 
To become a Christian, you must be cleansed by the _______ of Jesus Christ. Believe Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and ________ Him before others. Repent of your sins, ________ 
forsaking them and _________ to the ways of the Lord. Then because you love the Lord, be 
__________ into Christ and into His death. Romans 6:3-4 says, “Or do you not know that all 
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His _______? 
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
________ from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might ______ in newness 
of life.” The blood of Jesus cleanses you when you’re baptized, so be baptized today! 


