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"Not Ashamed" 
 

Do you believe in Jesus, but are ashamed to be called a __________? Today we’re going to 
examine what it _______ to be unashamed of Jesus Christ. We love God and want to _______ 
Him in all that we do or say. We’re not ashamed of the ________ because we know it’s the 
good news about Jesus Christ. We also know that the gospel has _________ people to live a 
nobler and better life. Biblical Christianity is the Lord’s _____.  
 

British rock star Marcus Mumford through the years has produced a lot of _______ with 
religious overtones. Recently the Huffington Post interviewed Mumford about his ______. 
While Mumford said he thought Jesus Christ was awesome, he _________ the very word 
“Christian.” He said, “It comes with so much __________. So, no, I wouldn't _____ myself a 
Christian.”  He said, “I think the word just conjures up all these religious _______ that I don't 
really like.” Many people who hear the word “Christian” ________ of things like the Crusades, 
the Inquisition, or the Salem witch trials. Each of these things, however, are many centuries 
__________ from the Lord Jesus Christ, and the church that He built, and the things that He 
taught. We must not _________ the Christianity of the New Testament with the ________ of 
later religion. Nor should we confuse what began in the _______ of men with the __________ 
from Jesus Christ. Many people equate _____ religion with Christianity. So if someone does 
something evil for religious _________, it must be because religion is evil. They reason if 
religion is evil, then Christianity is evil. But, is everything that ______ itself Christianity alike? 
Could it be there is ______ a true Christianity and corrupted forms? To label Christianity as 
evil because corrupted forms do evil is both _______ and _______.  
 

Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to Mark 8:34-38.  
 

In Matthew 16:13-17 Jesus asked his disciples, “‘Who do people _____ the Son of Man 
is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.’” People will say many things, and what these people were saying about Jesus 
frankly wasn’t ______. Jesus wasn’t John the Baptist or Elijah or Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets. Just because people ______ or _____ something doesn’t make it true. At this point 
then Jesus gets very specific and asks His disciples, “‘But who do ____ say that I am?’ Simon 
Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, 
‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
________ who is in heaven.’” Jesus is saying, “Peter, you didn’t get this by __________ to 
people; the Father in heaven revealed this to you.” 
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Jesus is indeed the Christ, the _____ of the living God. The identity of Jesus ________. If we 
think He is simply another human being or even another religious teacher, we’re __________. 
He is __________ than the others. If He is the Christ or the Messiah, and if He is the Son of 
God, then He is the One that God has __________ all through the ages. He is not merely a 
man; He is __________. We cannot be ashamed of Jesus and still ________ God. The Lord 
Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before _____, I will also confess him 
before My _________ who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 
him before My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). 
 

If you confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, then you must also realize that He 
is the ______. Jesus was the Messiah and was willing to _________ himself and ____ the 
Father by dying on the cross.  Read what the Bible says in Philippians 2:9-11. 
 

To say “Jesus is Lord” means that you’re willing to ______ His will. First Peter 3:15 reminds 
us to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your _______.” Calling Jesus “Lord” is not merely a 
confession; it means that we set apart Christ in our hearts as our _____ and ______ Lord and 
Master. We recognize Him as God’s Son who has all __________ in heaven and on earth.  It 
means we recognize that He ______ us – body, soul, and spirit. We’ve chosen in our hearts to 
be His _________, and to serve no one else. Ephesians 4:5 says there is “_____ Lord.” Our 
postmodern culture is confused morally and spiritually because they have many ________ and 
they’re not willing to say that Jesus is their one and only Lord. You can’t call Jesus “Lord,” 
however, and live any way you _________. Jesus asked, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and do not do what I _____?” (Luke 6:46). Our lives must _______ our confession. If we call 
Jesus “Lord,” we must ______  ____ to our confession.  
 

However, confessing our faith has ___________. We’ve got to live with people who don’t 
______ our faith. The Jews of the first century had a lengthy ________ about Jesus. No one 
denied His ability to work _________.  That might sound odd, but it’s ______. Even His 
enemies recognized that He had some miraculous _________. Some Pharisees said about 
Jesus, “Well, this man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons” (Matthew 
12:24). They didn’t ______ His power; they simply attributed it to the devil. When Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead, some people ____ to tell the high priest. Read what the Bible says in 
John 11:47-48. 
 

Some rulers of the first century faced the decision whether to _______ publicly their faith or to 
hide it out of _____. Read what John explained in John 12:42-43. These rulers chose their 
social status over _____. They believed, but were afraid and ashamed to let anyone ______. 
They decided the ______ of discipleship was too high. They enjoyed their place in the 
community, but they ______ the approval of God. You can’t be ashamed of the Lord Jesus and 
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enjoy the _____ of God.  Jesus said, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of 
the holy angels” (Luke 9:26). The Lord Jesus realized that while some people might value 
Him, they didn’t _______ His words. Some people, frankly, are ashamed of what Jesus 
_________. They don’t agree with Him, because their _______ don’t agree with Him; and 
their ________ don’t agree with Him. They call Him ‘Lord,’ while they disrespect His 
__________. They love Jesus, but they don’t want to be “Bible thumpers.” In front of the 
Father and all the angels, Jesus will one day be ashamed of them, and they’ve forgotten that. 
 

To scoff means to ______ people or ideas with contempt or ridicule.  Many are scoffing at 
what God says these days. They don’t like His definition of ___________; they don’t like the 
way He values _____ before birth or when people are old; and they don’t like what He says 
about _____, so they scoff at God and the Bible. Our Lord is patient, but we must understand: 
when we harden our hearts to the point that we scoff at God’s word, the Lord has a ______ to 
His patience. When Jerusalem in the days of Jeremiah had __________ the Lord and run to 
idols, the people began scoffing at the prophets. Read what 2 Chronicles 36:15-16 says. Do 
we think that we today can make ____ of God and His word, and God not notice? God 
punished the Jews for their sins, and God will punish us for ours. Let’s not be ________, God 
will not be __________!  
 

Today’s world can be an intimidating place for a __________. Christianity has always been at 
odds with the _______. It must have been intimidating to those in the first century who 
endured persecution for the _______ of Jesus Christ, and it’s not easy today. The name of 
Christ is so close to the heart of any devoted Christian that he’ll be _________ ever to deny or 
shame it. You might recall the _________ of the apostles in Acts chapter 5. The High Priest 
and the Council called the apostles in for __________ Jesus. They wanted to put a _____ to the 
church. They had the apostles flogged and ordered them _____ to preach any more in the name 
of Jesus. But, the apostles “went on their way from the presence of the Council, __________ 
that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” 
(Acts5:41-42). They weren’t ashamed! They rejoiced that God counted them worthy to 
________! 
 

A disciple named Polycarp was martyred for his ______ early in the second century. He had to 
________ whether or not he would embrace Christ or embrace Caesar, whether he would keep 
his faith or keep his life.  He held his ground and he ______ his faith. Polycarp declared, 
“Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He _______ did any harm or injury to me; how 
then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?” 
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Polycarp died that day for the _______ of Jesus Christ.  He died _________ he was a Christian.  
He was not ashamed to call Jesus “Lord” or to follow His _________.  Are you?  Read 1 Peter 
4:14-16. We must ________ the name of the Lord and wear the name Christian with dignity.  
 

Why do we ________ Jesus unashamed?  We follow the Lord _________ He lived a perfectly 
sinless life. First Peter 2:21-22 reminds us that we can follow in His ______ because He 
“committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.” He ________ peace, hope, love, 
righteousness, and forgiveness to mankind. He is truly the _______ of an abundant life and 
eternal life. He was the Great Physician who ________ bodies and souls. He ________ for the 
forgiveness of the ungodly men who were crucifying Him. The life of Jesus defines the word 
“______.” In all of history, no one was so pure, so sacrificial, so loving, and so true as the Lord 
Jesus Christ! Our love and loyalty to God are grounded in Christ’s __________. The Lord 
Jesus is ________ trustworthy. His actions are pure and good, and He always keeps His 
__________. God is faithful, and we can put our lives into His _______ (Numbers 23:19). Paul 
said, “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not _________; for I know whom I 
have _________ and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him 
until that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). Do you know whom you believe? Have you entrusted 
yourself completely to the Lord? Have you made Him Lord of your life?   
 

Jesus pointedly asked His disciples, “But who do _____ say that I am?” Now, I’m asking you 
that pointed question, “Who do _____ say Jesus is?” Be careful; your answer will determine 
where you spend _________. Do you believe in Jesus or do you ________? Do you think Jesus 
is awesome, but are ashamed to be ________ a Christian? Do you believe in Jesus, but are 
afraid to ________ Him? Do you confess faith in Christ, but are ashamed of what He 
_________? Do you confess Christ as Lord, but not ___ what He says? Do you belong to 
Jesus? I’m deeply sorry there are hypocritical and disobedient Christians who _______ the 
Lord’s name. I’m not asking you to follow them; I’m asking you to follow ________. 
 

To come to Jesus ________ denying yourself, taking up your cross daily, and following Him 
from now on. You’re unashamed of Him or of His words, because you ______ and ______ 
Him. If you love and trust Him, you’ll be willing to put _____ away from your life and confess 
Him before others. With that confession, you’ll gladly ______ Him by being baptized into 
Christ. Read Galatians 3:26-27. Baptism is an act of faith in His name. Read Colossians 
2:12-13. Baptism is when God, through the blood of Jesus, forgives us and makes us His 
children. Won’t you be baptized today? 

 


