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STUDY SHEET 
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Christian Baptism 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
For centuries people have ____________ the subject of baptism.  We focus on what the New 
Testament ___________ about Christian baptism.  We want to know how baptism fits with 
our ______________ to Jesus Christ, how baptism fits with becoming a _____________. 
 
In Matthew 3, Jesus considered it ______________ to be baptized.  He left His home in 
Nazareth and ___________ many miles to the Jordan River to be baptized by John.  John was 
___________ at Jesus coming for baptism, since John’s baptism was a “baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3).  Jesus has never sinned and He didn’t need 
_______________.  John said that he ___________ baptism from Jesus.  But Jesus said, “Let 
it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to ___________ all righteousness.”  Jesus was baptized 
to fulfill all righteousness, and it is the __________ thing for us to do.  Anyone who rejected 
the baptism of John was rejecting the _____________ of God (Luke 7:29-30).  If this is true 
of John’s baptism, it is even ________ true of the baptism of Jesus Christ.  God approved of 
the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17).  Notice that after baptism, Jesus _______  ____ from 
the river.  The water baptism of Jesus took _________ down in the river, “because water was 
plentiful there” (John 3:23). 
 
Read Matthew 28:18-20.  The apostles made _____________ by two means: first, by 
___________ them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and second, by 
___________ them all that Jesus commanded them.  The idea of a non-baptized disciple or 
Christian is ________ contemplated in the New Testament.  Read Mark 16:15-16.  Two things 
are necessary to ___________ to the gospel and to be saved: faith and baptism.  It is not right 
to say that one is ____________ but the other is ___________.  The Lord included ________. 
 
Read John 3:3-5.  Every writer in the early church, all of the early church fathers agreed, that 
this new birth of water and the Spirit in John 3:5 is _________ baptism; in fact, no one said 
otherwise until the 1500’s.  The idea of a person being born again _________ he is baptized is 
simply not found in Scripture.   
 
On the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 Peter and the apostles ___________ the first gospel 
sermon.  Read Acts 2:36-39.  These guilty people _________ what they should do because 
they felt the sting of their sin of crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ.  Peter said they needed to 
___________ and be ____________ in the name of Jesus in order to have the forgiveness of 
their sins, and they would receive the ______ of the Holy Spirit.  Both repentance and baptism 
___________ God’s forgiveness.  Some say one ought to be baptized ___________ their sins 
are already forgiven, but this idea ignores the context and must be read into the passage.  
They’re not asking what to do ________ they are forgiven but what to do to be forgiven. 
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The phrase “for the forgiveness of sins” is also found in Matthew 26:28, where the Lord says, 
“for this is my _________ of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.”  Jesus poured out His blood so that people might have _______________.  Peter was 
there when Jesus _______ this just fifty days before.  It’s not an ______________that Peter 
uses this very phrase in reference to repentance and baptism.  Some recent translations make 
Acts 2:38 even _________.  God’s Word to the Nations for instance says, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the Name of Jesus Christ ____  ______ your sins will be 
forgiven.”  The New Revised Standard Version says, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ ____  ______ your sins may be forgiven.”  The International 
English Bible says, “Change your hearts and each one of you must be immersed by the 
authority of Jesus the Messiah, ____  ______ your sins may be forgiven.”   
 

Acts 2:40-41 shows this even ___________.  Those who were told to _______ themselves 
were baptized!  Apparently three thousand of these people understood this message and 
________ did what Peter told them to do.  They understood _______ to do and ______ they 
needed to do it. 
 

They baptized _______ and _________, but not _________ or small _________ (Acts 8:12).  
They baptized people who were old enough to __________ in the name of Jesus Christ and to 
__________ (Acts 5:14).  The Greek words for men and women speak of males and females 
of full _____ and ___________.  They could responsibly make ____________ for themselves. 
 

Acts 8 tells of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch.  This eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to 
__________ and was returning home.  In his chariot he was ___________ from the book of 
Isaiah.  The Holy Spirit told Philip to join the eunuch in his chariot; and Philip ran to him and 
asked “Do you _______________ what you are reading?”  The eunuch replied, “Well, how 
can I, unless someone _________ me?”  The _________ that he was reading is Isaiah 53:7-8.  
“The eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘Please tell me, of whom does this prophet ________?  
Of himself or of someone else?’  Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from the 
____________ he preached ________ to him.  And as they went along the road they came to 
some _________; and the eunuch said, ‘Look!  Water!  What prevents me from being 
___________?’  [And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he 
answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.’]  And he ordered the 
chariot to stop; and they _______ went down into the _________, Philip as well as the 
eunuch; and he baptized him” (Acts 8:34-38).   
 

Philip preached the ___________ of Jesus to the eunuch.  Apparently, preaching the gospel 
meant preaching ____________, because as soon as Philip finished, the eunuch asked, “What 
prevents me from being ____________?”  They both went ________ into the water; Philip 
baptized him; and they came _____ out of the water.  Whatever baptism is, it happens when 
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people go _______ into water and before they come _____ out of it.  Baptism is actually a  
very specific term; it means ______________.  Some translations no longer use the English 
word baptism anymore; they ____________ the Greek word baptizo as “__________.”  
Baptism is a dipping, an immersion in _________.  Bap tizo is ________ used to speak of 
sprinkling or pouring.  Other Greek words describe those _________. 
 

Read the story of Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9:1-18.  Not one word of this account of Saul on the 
road suggests that he is _________.  In fact, we know that he is ______ saved at this point.  
He has to go to Damascus and be _______ what he must do.  Saul is without ________ for 
three days, and he neither ate nor drank.  He had been persecuting Jesus who really was the 
Son of God and risen from the dead.  And though blind in sight, he had his spiritual eyes 
opened to the ________.  In 1 Timothy 1:15 he calls himself the ________ of sinners.  Paul 
must have _________ more fervently than he had ever prayed in his whole life.  He was 
________, and he was __________, and he was penitent for all the ________ he had done to 
the church.  This broken man desperately wanted to be healed and to be ________ with God.  
But he must _______ to do what he will be told.  Even fervent prayer didn’t bring about the 
__________ away of his sins.  Some people ask people to pray a sinner’s prayer with them; 
that’s how they think that they are saved, and they __________ them salvation when they 
pray.  Acts 9 says absolutely nothing about a sinner’s prayer bringing salvation and freedom 
from sin.  In fact, Saul is not yet _________; and we can know this from the _________.  
Read Acts 22:3-16.  If Saul was saved on the _______ or if Saul was saved by _________, he 
wouldn’t need to ________  ________ his sins in baptism.   
 

Many refer to being baptized as a ________.  It is indeed a work, but not a work that ____ do.  
We’re saved by ________ through _______ (Ephesians 2:8).  Baptism is not something that 
we do, but something we __________ to have ________ to us.  The ___________ is to be 
baptized.  The one baptizing does the _______; and the one being baptized is ________ upon.  
And just as the one baptizing does the ____________ work, so God does the saving in a 
__________ work or act.  God is the One who ___________ away your sins.  God is the One 
who ___________ and causes us to be ________ again.  God is the _________ one in baptism 
and we are the ___________ ones receiving His kindness and grace. 
 

Baptism is never something that’s done all by ________.  Without exception, those who were 
baptized in the New Testament first _______ the gospel preached and _________ it.  Baptism 
without faith is _________; this is why we don’t baptize people who do not or cannot believe.  
The Lord wants us to __________ our faith before others.  In addition to faith, the Lord also 
expects us to turn our lives around in _____________.  When people have confessed and 
repented, then they are ready to be ____________.  This is the time that God washes away 
their sins by the blood of Jesus Christ. 


